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The PREFACE. 
VE Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, being 
| £ «a ſolemn Commemoration of the wonderful 
Mor of the Redemption of Sinners, by the 
| Death and Sufferings of the Son of G O D, is one of 
the moſt conſiderable and important Pieces of the 
Chriſtian Service; the right Performance of which 
muſt contribute very much to the Believer's Eſta- 

bliſhment and Increaſe in Holineſs and Comfort. 
| Communion-Days are among the moſt glorious 
Days of the Son of Man that his People enjoy upon 
Earth; which therefore it concerns them carefully to 
improve; eſpecially conſidering how uncertain the Con- 
tinuance of G oſpel- Days is, and how great and lameni- 
| able a Judgment it muſt be to be deprived of them. 
A we are obliged to partake of this Ordinance by 
| thedyingCommand of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
| and therefore cannot neglect it without great Sin; fo 
the Sin and Danger of communicating '\unwor- 
thily are declared to be of the higheſt Nature, that 
hereby we may be excited to ſet about this Duty 
with ſuitable Preparation. 5 | 
| Our Buſineſs at a Communion-Table is to comme» 
morate the dying Love of Glorious Redeemer ; 
To behold him as the Lamb of G OD taking a- 
way the Sin of the World : And both his Honour 
and oyr own Intereſt require that this be done with 
ſuitable Diſpoſitions and Affection. | 
In the Inſtitution of this Sacrament our Thoughts 
are directed to the ſecond Coming of Chriſt, as- 
that of which the Ordinance is a fure Pledge or To- 
ken: So that we are to celebrate that Memorial of his 
firſt. Appearance to bear the Sins of many, in the 
Proſpett of his appearing the ſecond Time, to them 
who look for him, without Sin, unto Salvation; 
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and we ought to improve that Ordinance to conſirm 
our Faith of his ſecond Coming,and as a Mean of our 


Preparation for it, which is the great End of all Goſ- 


pel-Ordinances;& particularly of the Lord's Supper. 


Oy it appears from what is ſaid, that in this Ordi- 
mance we are to call to mind the moſt glorious Things 


60 D either bath done or will do for his People: So 
in the right Uſe of it, we partake of the greateſt Bene- 
fits we. Can enjoy here on Earth, and are confirmed in 
the Faith and Haze of theſe we look for hereafter in 
Heaven. 1 00 | 
For theſe Reaſons, as it is of the greateſt Importance 
to Chriſtians that they go about this Ordinance in 4 
right Manner, and make a due Improvement of it: So, 
it is eſpecially incumbent on Miniſters of the Goſpel to 
aſſard them proper Aſſi ſtances for theſe Purpoſes. 
'» Thef K wing Sermons are a few of the many I have 
reached with this View,on Occaſion of the Celebrati- 
on of this Sacrament. Tho I have been often preſſed 
to publiſh ſome of them; I have always declined it, 
becauſe ſo many excellent Diſcourſes are already 
publiſhed fer the Aſſiſtance of Chriſtians in this 
Piece of their Work : But the Publiſher having in- 
fo: med me af his Deſign of printing a Collection of 
Sacramental Sermons by ſeveral Miniſters of this 
Church, and that he had already obtained a Grant 
of ſome Sermons from other Mini ſters for that Pur- 
oſe;, I was prevailed with to give in theſe Five 
— which 1 hope may, by the Bleſſing of 
G Q D, be. uſeful to thoſe who ſeriouſly peruſe them: 
And their Suitableneſs to the Purpoſe of the Sacra- 
ment may, I think, in ſome' Meaſure appear from the 
Hints I have already given; and will, I hape, be fur- 
ther evident to ibe attentive Reader. I recommend 


them, and the Reader in the Ufe of them ta the Grace 
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Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this Bread, 
and drink this Cup of the Lord unibor- 
th ly, ſhall be guilty of the Body and 
Blood. of the Lord. 


Bu let a Man examine bimſelf, and h 
let bim eat of that B read, and drink of 
"that Cup. 


For he that eateth and drinketh unworthi- 
77 eateth and drinketh Damnation to 
el not A the Lord's Bo- 

* 
For this C FR many are weak and ſickly 
1 NY you, and many ſleep. 
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Let your Loins be girded about, and youb.. 
Light burning. 


ind ye your ſelves like unto Men that wait 
for their Lord, when he will return 
from the Wedding, that when he cometh 
and knocketh, they may open to bim im- 
mediately. iy 


Jed are thoſe Servants whom the Lord: 
when he cometh, ſhall find watching < 
Lierily I ſay unto you, that he ſhall gird 
bimſelf, and make them to ſit down to 
_— and _— come forth and ſerve 
them. 
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And if be ſhall come in the ſecond Watch, 
rt come in the third Watch,” and find 
them ſo, bleſſed are theſe Servants, | 
And this know, that if the Good-man of 


| the Houſe bad known what Hour the 


Thief wonld'come, he would have watch. 
ed, and not have ſuffered his Houſe to 
be broken through. © © 


Be ye therefore ready + i the Bow of 
Man cometh at an Hour auen ye think 
Not. 
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And be ſaid? unto the Diſciples; The Days 


. will come, when ye ſhall deſire to-ſee one 
of the Days of the don LE Man, and ye 
. not fte EB 


2 ＋ was a generally received 
Opinion amongſt the Jews, 
That the Kingdom of the 
Meſſiah would be a glori- 
. ous temporal Kingdom: 
and there being great Ex- 
pectations of it about the 

JD Time when our bleſſed Sa- 
vjour came in the Fleſh, the Phariſees were im- 
patient to hear ſme Tidings about it, and 
therefore ask our Lord, when that glorious 

A Scene 


Eq 
mn 


12 of Goſpel-Days pie n 1. 
bes EB would open, when the Kingdom of GOD 


14 come. To this he gives Att 4n/wer | in the' 
Toe Aided preceeling my Text, 
whe he dath not gratify heir Curiofity. with 
"pips to the Time, but. fers himſelf to recti 
their Miſtakeab vt the Nafur6 bf the 14:14 
ingdom, 1 Kingdom f 60D, ſays be, 
corheth "mae with Obſervation, 4. d. You have 
taken up a falſe Notion of the Kingdom of the 
Meſſi al; tis not like tie Klügdoms of the 
World; it comes not with outward Shew, 
Ponip and Splendor, ſo as to be taken Notice 
of by the Men of the World: They ſhall not ſay 
bi berr, er iv there; For behold. he Kingdoni. 

60 D 3s. within you; in the Souls and Conſci- 
ences of Men, changing their Hearts and Lives: 
or, as others render the Words, it is in the 
midſt of yon; 5. e. It is already ſet up among 
Jou, by the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and 
the bleſſed Succeſs of ity; though ye are not 

aware of itt 
Then in my Text he turns himſelf. from the 
Phariſees to bis own Diſciples, and forewarns 
them of the ſad Interruption that his Work 
in their 5 ands ſhould est with, they expe- 
cted a co en oriaysGoſpel- -Days in 
C r is Kingdom; but he warns them of 
3 ſad, Diſappointment they i would mens with. 

| Hers obſerve, 

.. To, whom he Lives, this 1 to bis own 
Diſtal: „ And he ſaid unto the He 
leaves the Phariſees and applies mate cfpect- 
ally to them, becauſe they were the Men that 
had a great Work committed to them for ad- 
vancing his Kingdom, and their Hearts were 
very much ft upon the Succeſs of it, * 

ey 


17 


it. c 


2. The warning itſelf ; and it concerns a ſad 


Diſappointment they would meet with in their 
_ Expectations and Deſires, with reſpect to glo- 
rious Goſpel- Days. By Days of the Son of Man, 


we are to underſtand 7 Days of the 
with Liberty and 


Diſpenſation of the Goſpel 
Succeſs, called Days of the Son of Man, becauſe on 
ſuch Days Chriſt's Honour is promoted, and his 
Kingdom advanced. In the Cimext he is fpeak- 
-ing of the Kingdom of the Meſſiab, which was to 
be advanced by the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel : 
yet he doth not call Goſpel- Days, Days of the Miiſ- 
ſiah, but, Days of the Son of Man ; ere 
thereby, That he himſelf now come in the Fle 
was the true Meſſiah, whoſe Kingdom G O D 
had now ſet up in the midſt of them. 


Nov, with reſpect to ſuch Goſpel-Days, he 
gives this Warning in my Text. It is here im- 


plied, That the Time would come when there 
ſhould be a ſad Reſtraint of ſuch Goſpel-Days ; 


that they ſhould enjoy them for a while, but 


they would not laſt ; the Goſpel would not be 
always preach'd with alike Liberty and Succeſs. 
Now under this Reſtraint he intimates. 

(..) What their Deſires and Wiſhes would be; Ye 


ſhall deſire to ſee one of the Days. of the Son of Man ; 


#. e. Ye ſhall earneſtly deſire and long for ſuch 
; glorious Goſpel- Days as once ye enjoyed, from 
the earneft Deſire you ſhall have to the flou- 
riſhing of my Kingdom. ' = 

: mw ſad Diſappointment they ſhould meet with : 


. \ 


Days in vain. GOD will not ſee it meet to 
gratify your Deſires. - Yes, tho one Day of the 
12292 N n 
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SRM. I ſometimes under Raſtraint. 
they had ſome miſtaken A pprehenſions about 


ye ſhall not ſee it ; ye ſhall wiſh for ſuch 
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Acts 28 


180m of Ma a would ſtanch your longing, yet you 
ſhall not have it. 3 * 


- 


(630 The Nene or" Seaſon. The Days will come. He 
does nat think fit to be more particular, yet 
it is plaialy enough intimated in what he ſays 


to them, that theſe · Days could not be far off: 
For the Days will come, ſays he, when ye (my 
Diſeiples) ſhall deſire to ſee ſuch a Day, and ſhall 
not | ſee it. q. d. Theſe: Days will come in your 
own, Time, before yon have done with your 


Wotk, in the Days of your Miniſtry ; there- 


ore deceive not your ſelves with the Expecta- 


tion of glorious Goſpel - Days heing continued 


Without Interruption, for it ſhall not be ſo. 


The Doctrine I ſhall handle from theſe Words 


1 is this, eee 2 
© "Goſpel-Days, Days of the Sen of Man, may ſome- 
times come under ſuch Reſtraints in the Church, 


| "that not ant of them can be enjoyed, tho much deſired 


and longed for by: gracious Sujet. 
- I ſhall explain and confirm this Daſtrine in 
the following Propoſitions. 


Prop. I. There are ſuch Days as Goſpel- Days, 
. Days of the San of Man: as; 
1. When'the Goſpel and Goſpel Ordinauces are 
enjoyed with out ward Liberty. When there are 
* renewed and frequent Opportunities of preach- 
ing and hearing the Goſpel, adminiſtring and 
;partaking of Goſpel-Ordinances, without Fear; 
{a that People have Acceſs to the ſolemn Aſ- 
ſemblies without any Reſtraint; Multitudes 
flockiug to the Ordinances as Doves to the 


Pf. 122.1. Windows, and inviting one another with Foy 


and Pleaſure toge up into the Houſe of the Lord: 
So that Sermon Days, and „ 
5 "a fl WI 


Frege. 


S ENU. I. ſometirhesrutider Ræftrabnt. F 
with ont ward Liberty, are Goſpel- Days, Dq. 
of the Som of Mar.. van ben atmo 
2. When the Diſpenſation df the Goſpel is accom- 
panied mith Chriſt"s Power: and Preſence ; S that 
there is great and remarkable Succeſs. Mien 
a great and effectual Door is opened by the 
Lord; ſo that Converſion-work goes AN à- 
pace, and many are brought in to Chriſt, ang 
ſuch as are brought in are edified and: built vp 
by the Goſpel, and confirmed, quickened, . © 
ſtrengtbned and refreſhed. in the Ways, of the 
Lord. Such Days of the Son of Man did the 
primitive Church enjoy immediately after aq. 
Chriſt's A ſcenſion, when Thouſands were ad- and 4. 4. 
ded to the Church in one Day. And when the . 
Diſciples preached the Goſpel at Autiorb, tis 
ſaid, The Hand of the Lord was with them; and AQ. 15, 
4 great Number believed, and turned unto the; Lor d. 21. 
And elſewhere we have this Account, Tben bad AR. 9. 
ing in the Fear of the Lord, and in the Comfort f 
the Holy Ghoſt, were multiplied: When the 
Power of divine Gracg-accompanies the Goſ- 
pel, ſo that it hath admirable Succeſs in the 
Converſion and Edißcation of Souls, aid bleſſed 
| Fruits in the Hearts and Lives of Penple ; 
| Theſe are glorious Goſpel: Days, Days. of the 
Power of GO D, as the Pſatn:iſt calls, them, 


| When he ſays, Thy- People ſhall be willing in the P., i 10. 
4 D of thy dee 5 Zo | 

- uchGeſpel-Days are called Days of - tha Son 

$ of Man, I. Becauſe Goſpel-Ordinances dif- . 

> penſed on ſach Days are Chriſt's Ordinances; 


y they have his Stamp and Impreſs. upon them. 

8 2. Such Days are Days of Communion with. 
Chriſt; Days on which People find and ME : 

n ; with 


* pol Dayr being SAN. I. 
wich him; Days on which his People bear 
from him, and converſe with him, and enj 
wear und intimate Communion with him in his 
Ordinances. g 3. They are Days in which 
Ohriſt is greatly honoured and glorified, the 
Power, Riehes and Freedom of his Grace ma- 
| niſeſted, and his Kingdom advanced: among 
| Rev.6.2. Pk ſuch Days he mounts his Mb,; 
| "Horſe; and in bis Majeſty rides proſpereuſly,/ and 

Pſal, 43 4 2 | 


his Arrows arp in the Hearts of Sin- 

3»42 5» ners, whereby they fall under him and ſubmit to 

him: They are Days on which he conquers the 

* Hearts of rebellious Sinners, and ſubdues them 

to himſelf ; ſo that they are his victorious and 

triumphane Days. Hence it is, that in glorious 

19. Goſpel · Days, he is repreſented as having on his 

z eee 

Prop. II. Sometimes ſuch Goſpel- Days, Days of 
tie don of Man, may be under a ſad Reſtraint. 

This Keſtraim may be conſidered in a twoſold 

1. With reſpe& to outward my and Freedom, 


Opportunities of preaching and hearing the 
Goſpel, of adminiſtring and partaking of Gof- 


pel-Ordinances, may be cut off from a People; 
'fo far at leaſt, that they have not ſach free Ac- 
ceſs to them as ſometimes they have had. So 

in the Days of Eli the high Prieſt, tis aid, 
1 Sam- 3. And the Word of the Lord was precious in thoſe 
I. * Days; there was no open Viſin. And the Lord 
Amos 8, threatens his ancient People with 4 Famine of 
11, 32: hearing the Word of the Lord; ſo that they (ſhould 
run to and fro to ſeek the Mord of the Tord, and 

Fen not find it. And fays the Lord by the 
Mic-3.6/Propher, *Therefoye Night hall be uno you, chi 
yu ſhall mot have # Viſion 5- and it ſhall he dark unto 

#17 3 | | you 


— 


* 
” 
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you n ſhalt voti di vine 5 and the San if 
doum over the Prophets, . an the — 
ob them. To this purpoſe alſa the :Fropbre 

laments, The. Ways f Zion do. moru, lr anſd Lam. 
none cume to the ſolemn Fenſtti. The 
ſemblies of the People df G O D may be ſeatges- 


red, their Teachets removed into Cot ners, and 
both Miniſters and People per ſecuted, impriſa- 


nod & ſo that Miniſters cannot have Acceſs 
to preach, nor People to hear the Word, no 
not ina Corner, but with the peril oſt hein Lines 


© 124 With' reſpett io inward: Power and Efficacy. 
enjoy the Goſpel with. great out- 


Tho people 
ward Liberty; —— Influences of the: Sirit 
may be reſtrained mis Preſence. may be 
withdrawn, and the Power of his Grace not 
exerted and put ſorthʒ ſo that the Goſpel 

have ſmall or no Succeſs. The Augel eme 
not dowu to trouble the Waters, ſb thut few 
or ho Cures are wronghr. Few or naue dre 
brought in to chviſtʒ and ſerious Chriſtians are 
not: Huickened, ſtrengthned and refrefted in 
the Uſe of che Ordinances as — 
have been: So that Miniſters, even after muc 
predching, may have Cauſe to go back to 
GOD with a fad Complaint, That Their Mef: 
ſage is not taken off their Hand, and that th 


e 
can ſee no Fruit of their Labours ſaying wid. 1010 
5 53 1. 


the Prophet, Lord; who bath believed our Report: 


ed And, I haus laboured in vain, Vows ſpon my 

7 ih for ns be, And in vainn. 

80 why dth the Lord ſometimes bring glo- 

rious Goſpel- Days, Days of the Son of Man, 

niger ſuch a ſad Numb Il Anfwer, for theſe 

Reaſon; 1. To correct and chaſtiſe his 1 
ers 


4 


ani to mhm harh the Am of the Lord betnreveds - _ 
IL. 45.4 


A 
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ſters and People for their former Abuſe of ſuch 
Goſpel-Dayy, hen they enjoyed them. 2. To 
raiſe the Price'ofithem iu their Eſteem. When 
1 Sam. there was u open Viſian, then the Werd vf the Lord 
3: 1. wat petite not more precious in itſelf, but. 
more precious in the Eſteem and Account of 

the Lordꝰs people. G O O teacheth people to 

- know: the Worth of ſuch Mercies by the Want 

of them. 3. To.awaken: and quicken their 

dull and dtouſie Hearts to their Duty; torftir 

them up to Repentante, and to earneſt wreſt- 

Hoſ. 5. ling with G O D in Prayer. Wo will go, ſays 
15, the Lord, and return. ta my Place, till they ac+ 
knowleaye their Offence, ami \fetk my Face : I their 
Affiction rhry will ſeek me eur. 
«Prop: III. Such Reſtraints of Goſpel-Days; Days 

of the! So f Man, uſe to uwaten the Deſires and 

onvings of igfaciout Soil. 

Tae Days will come; ſays our Saviour, wen yo 

ſhall deſre! tu ee ont of the Days of the Son of Man. 
Once' we had glorious Goſpel- Days, but now 

theſe Days are gone. O to enjoy ſuch Days 
again! O that we might ſee but one of the 
Days of the Son of Man! This is the Temper 

and Diſpoſition of gracious Souls, when there 

is any Reſtraint of Goſpel- Days: They long 

for the outward Liberty and Freedom of the Goſ- 

Pſal. 42. pel, When ſhall 1 come, ſays the Lf miſt, and * 
2. peur before G O0 D, vix in the publick Aſſem- 
Pal. i. Mon of his People. And, My Soul longeth, ; yea, 
2. tven fainteth for the Courts, of the Lord. And they 
long for the inward, Power and Efficacy, even 
Plal. 63, To ſe# the Power and Glory of GOD in the Sen- 
2. cr. | DA oe HOT 
ene is it that gracious Souls have 
ſuch longing Deſires after glorious Golpel 
: 25 


Souls are in, their Graces weak, their Corrupti- 


: "uy EY 


Sek. I. ſometimes "nniler Reflridemnt; 
Days, when they are under à Reſtraitit ? 
1. Lobt to Chriſt ſets their Hearts a ſonging. 
Goſpel- Days are Days of the Son of Man. The 
are his-vittorious and triumphant Days ; and fu 

is their Love to him, that they have a deep 
Contern for his Honour, ' the Glory of his 
Grace, the Credit of his Goſpel, and the Ad- 
vancement of his Kingdom. Again, They are 
Days of Contmiunion with\ him, and out of Love — _ 
to him they would gladly have his Company; 
enjoy his Preſence; and have near Communion 

with him in his Ordinances.” 2. Compaſſion to- 

ward precious immortal Souls ſets chen a longing. 

They ſee many ſleeping in their Sins, going dn 

in Sin to their Ruin, poſting to Hell, and pe- 

riſhing for Want of Chriſt: And they ſee among 

the Lord's own Children much Deadneſs, Dark-' 

neſs, Luke warmneſs, Untenderneſs; Decays ; 
of Love to GOD and to one another; fen 
the wiſe Virgins" ſleeping and flumbering. A 
Therefore they long for glorious Goſhel-Days; 
Days of. Chri/t's Power, that dead Sinners may joh. 5.25, 
be raiſed to Life, and the Spiritual Life cheriſh-" | 
ed and-increaſed in the Hearts of his People, 

by his Voice in the Goſpel. Mili then het re-. Plal. 35; 
Vive uf again, that thy People may 'v6joive in ther? 6. 
3+ Senſe of Need' ſets their Hearts a longing. 
They ſometimes ſee what a ſad Caſe their own” 


i 


ons ſtronꝑ, their Temptations many, ànd their 
Work great and above their Strength! \They 
are ſenſible what Need there is to have their 
Graces quickned,” nouriſhed ànd ſtrengthued; 
and to have theit Corruptions mortified-and- 
ſubdued. Therefore they long for glorious Goſ- 
pel Days, Days of 1 of „ 3 
AN | | up- 5 
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26% Of Gaßpel. Dey. being Sixt. 
* Supplies of Grace and Strength may be com- 
+, mudicared to their Souls in the Uſe of the Or- 
inances, and that their Souls may be fat and 
louriſhing in the Hopſe of GO D. 4. Ex» 

perience ſets, them a longing · It may be they 

have formerly ſeen glorious Goſpel Days, Days 

of Een of Man, and have on ſuch Bay had 
refreſhing Experiences of the Love and Grace 

of GG therefore they long to ſee ſuch 
Pſal,63.2, Days again. The Pſalmiſt longed to. ſee, the 
| Potin ed @lory of G O P, as he had ſeen him in 

the Santt At leaſt they have had the Ex- 
periences others imparted and made known 

to them. They have read or heard of glorious 
Goſpel · Days in the Chureh of Chri#, and in the 

Days of their Fathers, and what bleſſed Days 
theſe-were: Therefore they wiſh ang long to ſee 

ſuch Days of the Son of Man as their Fathers 
Lam. 5. have ſeen. O renem our Days 4s. of old! | | 
21 Prop. IV. Goſpel Days, Het of the Son of Aar, 
may come to BN reat a Reſtraint; 

that __ gracious Souls NS deſire and * for 
tbem, yet they cannot have them, 

Te ſhall deſire to ſee one of the Days of the Sor of 

| Many: Gays Chriſt, and ye ſhall not : ſee it. The 

ime may come when even ſuch as are dear to | 

60 D may earneſtly wiſh for ſuch Days in 

Amos 8. vain,, 80 we may underſtand that Text, They 
12. ſhall wander . Sea to Sa, and from the North e- 
ven to the Eaſt: they ſhall run to and ſro, to ſeek the 
Word of the 1 1 and ſhall not find it. Theſe 
Words may be extended ſo far às to take in e- 
ven thoſe, - who from a ſincere Loye to the 

Word ſhould earneſtly deſire and long to hear 
a good Sermon, and yet not obtain it. The 

earneſt Deſires and Longings even of G O os | 

Au + own 
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our ſelves, did wiſhand long to ſee one of the 
5 t could not ico 
Fuer Inn 

I proceed he Application. | 
Uſer. For Lamentation. Alas! that the 
Truth of my Doctrine ſhould be in ſo great a 
Meaſure examplified in our Times; that Goſ- 
pel-Days, Days of the Son of Man, are u nder ſo 
great a Reſtraint. ' Bleſſed be GOD'there'is 
no'Reſtraint as to outward Liberty: But O 
what Reſtraint there is as to inward Power and 
Efficacy ! We have heard of GOD's ſtately and 
majeſtick Goings in the Sanctuary in the Days 
of our Fathers; but alas! theſe Days are 
gone: And ſome of us have been Witneſſes to 
more of the Power and Preſence of Chi in 
Ordinances and in the A ſſemblies of his People, 
than there is vow. We have Goſpel-Ordinanc- 
es in great Purity and Plenty; but O ho- 
little ĩs there of the Life and Power of them! 
Alas! the golden Showers are reſtrained, the 
Influences of the Spirit ſuſpended: So that Con- 
verſion-work is very rare: few Sons an 
Daughters are born unto GOD; and the 
Hearts of ſerious Chriſtians are not ſo quickned, 
warmed and refreſhed under the Ordinanc- 
es as time they have been. Oh how ſad 
is this! and yet bow few lay it to Heart? 

1 8 Alas 
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-» Bur whence; is it that there is ſo great a 


Reſtraint of glorious Days of the Son of Man, in 
regard, f :Power and Efficacy!? ;1,ſhall; only 


mention ſome culpable Cauſes of this on our 


part. No Doubt the Sins, even of the Aini- 

ers of Chriſt, have great Influence on this. 
All 1 ſhalbay on this Head is, If there were 
lefs Affectation of popular Applauſe and 
Praiſe from Men; If there were | more: ſelf 
denied Preaching; If we did ſingly aim at the 
Glory;and Honour of our bleſſed Alaſter; and 
if we were more earneſt for his Preſence, and 
his Bleſſing on our Labours; 1 doubt not we 
ſhould. ſoon ſee hettet Days. But let me men · 
tion ſome culpable Cauſes on the People's part, 
as 1, Vſing Goſpel Ordinguces as, Man's Or di- 
nances rather than Chriſt:s-' Many of you do not 
value Sermons by Chriſt's Preſence in them, 
but by the Gifts ot the Preacher. If you have 
a, ine, nrat, handſome Diſcourſe, then you 
think all is well. Polite: Language, Fineneſs 
of Expreſſion, and Nleaſantneſs of Delivery, are 
the-only Things that commend: Sermons to, 
many of you. Hence 2. Reſting an the Ordi- 
narcis, as if their Efficacy were from ſame 
Virtue in themſelves. Many of you attend 
the Ordinances with ſeeming Diligence, you 
hear the Word, and partake of the Sacra - 
ment; but alas! you reſt on the Work done, 
and have no Concera for the Preſence and Bleſ- 
ſing: of Chriſt. This is to idolize the Ordi - 


nances, and to ſet them in Chriſt's Raom. 


3. People s pleaſing themſelves with bart Or- 
dinances, without a, Regard to the: End o 
151 "a. them; 


* 


Se kw Te ſometimes under Reſtrgint. 
them. They.do-g0t uſe them as Means of Ag-' 


quaintance and Gommuniau'! with D. 
Some of yon are ſeemingly zealous? fer the 


Purity of Ordinances, and flock te Serwons 


and Communions; but alas! you; plesſe yr 
ſelves with) ba Ordinances, and are well e- 
ſatisfied, tho you have no Communion, 
With. GOD. id them A Idaliaing Miniſters: 
Some are for this Migiſter, and ↄthers for that 
Miniſter. If yon have ſuch a Miniſter te preach. 
to vou, you think all is vel} z if yop want him, 
then you think all is wrong. What is this 
but to ſet up Miniſtess jn Chriſt's Room? Oh 
that you would learn to look leſs to Miniſters, 
apd more to Chriſt and not to;;ppt{uch a 
Difference between honeſt and faithful Migi-, 
ſters as many of you, / Neglect of. ſecret 
mmunion mith G O. When, you are care+; 
leſs of entertaiamg Communion with ii in, 


ſeeret Duties, Is ig Any. Wonder if he deny 


you; Communion with him in pnblick Ordinr 
ances? Particularly,! Neglect of ſecret Prayer. 
We might expect more of Chriſt's Preſence. in 
the publick Ord ina ores;7 if we did plead more 

earneſtly in ſectet htsyer for his Preſence, 
that we might ht ing him alongſt with us to the, 
publick Aſſembly :: 6, Sad Diviſions, Heart. 
burvings and Ami maſities among the Lard's Pevple. 
In the primitive Times when the People of 


GOD met togethes witb ene accend, and there Ad. 2. 1. 
was much Love among them, then were therej - ,.. + 
glerious. Days of the Sn f A,; when they, .-: 1 
wire of one Heart and of.one Soul, then there AP Act. 4. 
Jem au. n, 33» 
Batalas! now, inſtead of holy Unity and Con- 


guat Power, and great Grace was aan them 


card, there are uncharitable Contentions, and. | 


Stri 


o 


* 19 


* a * % 


> 2p. 
* 


% * 
. - W 


Tf y Gofpel-Days being '\ SexM I. 
_  $trifes and Debates; and inſtead of Love, too 
much ſinful Paſſion, Wrath, Envy and Bit- 

ter neſs of Spirit: And theſe Things grieve'the 

holy Spirit, and baniſh him away from our ſo- 

lemn Aſfembliees. 

Dſe 2. For Warning. Ohl what Cauſe have 

| we to fear, left the Days come when there 
= - ſhall be alſo a Reſtraint of ſuch Days of the Son 
__ of Man, às we now enjoy, a Reſtraint as to 
ny outward Liberty and Freedom? Now you have 


” 


a Goſpel in great Purity and Plenty; you 
ave frequent Opportunities of Goſpel-Ordi- 
| nances, and Acceſs to the ſolemn Aſſemblies 
Mt with great outward Liberty: But the Days 
| may come when ye ſhall wiſh and long to ſee 
one of the Days of the Son of: Man, one ſuch Day 


| 
| 

| t \ 

If as you now have, and ſhall not ſee it. Wicked 
| [ Enemies may prevail, at leaſt for a Time, and 
| 
| 


your Teachers may be removed into Corners; il 
To that you cannot have ſuch precious Oppor- 
Mill tunities as you now have, at leaſt not with- / 
1 on Fear, yea not but with the peril of your- 
Will I ſay we have great Cauſe to fear this; and 
"nh I ſhall lay before you theſe Grounds of Fear. 
1 5 1. There is hardly any one Sin for which 
f | GOD. has formerly depriyed a People of 
Jil! ; Goſpel-Days, but the ſame is to be 

| und among'vs. It was for horrible Prophane- 


i MN 


| 
| N nes that GOD removed the Ark from Shiloh. 
HH Amos 8. It was forthe Contempt of the Word and Ordinances, 
317 12. and wearying of them, that G O D plagued his 
ſi ancient People with a Famine of the Word, and 
made their ſacred Solemnities to ceaſe. It was 
IIa. f. 4, for | Barreneſs and Unſruitfulveſs that he laid 
16 waſte his Vineyard, and would water it no 
FT more. 
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more. It | was for reje&ing the Offers of the Goſ- 


bel that GO D took away the Goſpel from Ad. 13. 
the Jews, and ſent it to the Gemiles. He re- 45, 46. 


moved the Candleſtick from Epheſur, becauſe Rev. 2. 
ſhe had left her fff Love and firſt Works; and 5. 3. 16. F 


from Laodicea, for her deteſtable Lukewarmneſs. 
No it is very plain and evident how much all 
theſe. Evils abound among us at this Day. 
2. GOD hath deprived them of ſuch Days 
of the Son of Man as we now enjoy, who had 


much more to plead; for the Continuance of 


them than we have. I give Inſtance in GOD's 


ancient People: GO D had great Love to 


them, and did great and wonderful Things for 
them; he dignified them with glorious Titles, 
and conferred on them great Privileges: Let 
the Kingdom of GO D was taken away from 
them, and the Salvation of G O D ſent; to the 
Gentiles. And ſeeing ſuch Sins abound among 
us as provoked G O D to deal ſo with them, 
upon what Ground can we expect that he will 


ſpare us? Is Scotland better than Judah, or E- 


dinburgh better than Feruſalem? Are our Pri- 
vileges greater than their's? What have we 
to p 4; that they had not? Tea, they had 
more to plead than we; ſo that we haye the 
more Cauſe to be afraid. 3. Are not our un- 
happy: Diviſions and Conteſts a fad Preſage of 
this judgment? The remarkable Departures 
of GOD from the Fews, found them ſadly 
divided and crumbled into Parties; and ſad 
Diviſions made Way for the Fall and Ruin of 
the ſeven Churches of Aſia. O that we may 
take Warning from theſe Things! 4. What 
ſhall we think of the great Growth: of Pepery 
in this Land? We have had ſad and gy 
RING able 
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able Accounts ſent up to us from diverſe Pla- 


Da : oy in them theſe Vears paſt⸗ and that it is ſtill 
on the growing Hand!: Is there no Ground of 
Fear here? What if GO p ſnould for out 


enjoy: And O how ſad will our Caſe be, if 


 InChriſt and 


a 
* 


ces in this Lad, of the Growth'of Pope- 


Sins permit Popery yet once more to break in 
üpon us like 1 1 ge? Then our glorious 
Days of the Son of Man àre gone. 5. Have we 
no Cauſe to fear this Judgment, when we'are 
already under the Beginnings of it? GOD 
bath departed in a great Meaſure from his 
Sanctuary; he hath withdrawn his Preſence 
from his Ordinances, as I have already ſhew- 
ed you. And when he himſelf goes, we have no 
Reaſon to think that his Goſpel and Ordinay- 
ces ſnall be leit behind. eg. 
Me ſee then that we want not great Grounds 
of Fear that we may be deprived of theſe Goſ- 
pel-Days, Days of the Son of Man, that we now 


GO D deal ſo with us! Conſider 1. Theſe Days 
of the Son of Man that we now enjoy are ex- 
cellent and choice Days. They are glorious Days, 
wherein the glorious Sun of the Goſpel ſhines 
brightly, ſo that dur Light is as the Light of 
ſeven Days. 1 are great Mar tet- days here - 
| is precious'Wares are ſet forth 
upon the Stands of the Goſpel, to be bought 
without Money and without Price. They are 
ſolemn Fraſt- days, wherein, Soul-nouriſhing' and 
Soul-refreſhing Proviſion is diſpenſed in the 
Uſe of the Ordinances. They are joyful Days, 
wherein we have Acceſs to hear the ſweeteſt - 
Melody, the glad Tidings of Peace and Salva- 
tion. O they are ſweet and pleaſant Diys '! 
What Cauſe have we to cry out with the 
—_ | Pſalmiſt, 


=I 


Senn L ſometimes under Reftraime: 3 
Pſalmiſft, How amiable. are thy Tabernacles, O Pal. 84. 
Ja of Hoſts 4 One Day: in. thy , Courts oy; 20s 

5s better than a thouſand. O how unhappy are 

we, if by our Sins we bauiſh away ſuch Days ! 

2. Conſider how ſad our Caſe. will be, if we 

ſhall be deprived of theſe bleſſed Days: Then the 

Glory of our Land is 2 Wie may lament. 
with Phinehas his Wife, "The Glory is | departed 1 Sam. 4 
from Iſrael: And with the Church, The Gomy 22. 
5s fallen from our Head: Mo unto us that we liave — » 
ſinned. And as to particular Perſons ; if theſe as 
glorious Goſpel-Days go from us, then ſuch 

as are yet in an untegenerate Condition; li- 

ving without G0 D and without Chriſt in the 

World, are like to die and periſni in a Chriſt» 

leſs State: And how ſad may the Condition ee 
ven of gracious Perſons be, when they want 

theſe Revivings and Refreſhings that now 
ſometimes they enjoy under the precious Or- 
dinances? 3. When theſe Goſpel- Days are 

gone, O how bitter ly will ye lament the want 

of them, if you have any ſuitable-Senſe of what 
concerns your precious Souls! The Loſs will 
be matter of Gref to you; as it was to te 
Pſalmitts, When Treuen ler thoſe things, ſays be, pra 4x 
T pour out my Soul in me for Thad gone wilß the . 
Multitude, I went with them to the Houſe of G'O D 

with the Voice of Foy and. Priife,, with a Mult;tude 

that kept holy Day. When you are deprived 

of thoſe'Days of the Soni of Man, yon wiff then 

more ſenſible of the Worth of them, and 

the Loſs will be bitter and grievous to you, 
eſpecially when you reflect on your own Sins 
as the precuring Cavſe of it. 4. Lou may ne- 
ver ſee ſach Days again; The Days may com: 


- 


when gu fl df ts Je on ofthe Deg f th 


x8 O GaſpekDays being Sy RM. F? 
Bion of Man, and ye ſball not ſee it. G O Diſeldom 
reſtores the Goſpel to a People whom he hath 
once deprived of itt. 

! » Uſe 3. For Exhortation, in Two Branches. 

1: Exbort, 1. Diligemiy improve ſuch Days of. the 

Ben of Man, ſuch Days of Goſpel-Liberty'as ye now 
enjey, ſo long 'as' ye. have them. In theſe Years 
„of Plenty lay up urStore.for Days of Famine. 
5 pony Days come, it will be of great Advan- 
. N do ; and if they come not, it will be 
/' Conſider 1. Theſe Days. of the Son of Man that 

we enjoy, are great Bleſſings and Priviledges; 

yea ſuchBleſſings andPriviledges as GOD hath 

denied to many dear to him, tho much ,deſr- 

red by them- I may ſay to you as our bleſſed 

Mat. 13. Saviour {aid to his Diſciples, Many -Prophets 
17. and righteous Men have deſired to ſee thoſe things 
which ye ſee, and have not ſeen them; and to hear 
theſe things which ye hear, and have not heard them. 

The dear Saints of GOD under the old Te- 
ſtament had not ſuch glorious Goſpel- Days as 

we now enjoy; they lived under a dark Diſ- 
Penſation. The Light now is as the Light of 

feven Days, in Compariſon of what it was then. 

Now, our Advantages being greater, G O D ex- 

pets a. proportionable Improvement of them. 

2. The Goſpel-Days'we enjoy are Talents en- 
truſted to us; they are not only Gifts to be 
enjoyed, but Talents to be improven for the 

Glory of GO D and our own Good. 3. An 
Account will certainly be required of us; and 
Luke 12. mo whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall be ww 
45 required. Having ſo great Priviledges and Ad- 
vantages, we ſhall have much to count and 
rechon for. 4. Our Mikmprovement of os 


\. 
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Sr ſometimes under Reflfalnie; 55 
Days of the Son of Man will coſt us dear. It 
may provoke G O P to deprive us of them z 
and it may bring heavy Wrath on us ig this 
Life, and eternal Wrath and Yengeance in the 
Life'to.come. = G7 IND HTTP. 
For Direction, 1. Prixe and Value theſe Goſpel 
Days þighly. O that one Pay in G O D's Coprts Pl. 84. 10. 
may be betrer to you than 4 Thouſand! Theſs 
Days of the Son of Man that we enjoy are in- 
eſtimable Bleſſings, and fuch Days have been 
dear and precious to the Saints in all Ages. 2. 
Diligently attend the publick Ordinances. Be not ſo 
far the World's Underlings as to ſuffer your 
worldly Buſineſs to be an Hinderance to yon: 
And attend theſe preciqus Ordinances with jo 
and Pleaſure ; as the Pſalmiſt did; Twas glad, Pf. 122. 1. 
ſays he, when they ſaid unto me, let us go up un 
to the Houſe of the Lord. O let Serip n Days, 
and Sabbath Days, and Communion Days,. be 
joyful and pleaſant Days to you. 3. Purſue the 
1 2 and Deſigns of the Ordinances. They 
Ire appointed to bring you near GON, to 
promote your Acquaintance and Communion 
with him, to feed and nouriſh, ſtrengthen and 
refreſh your Souls. Now pur fue theſe ends with | 
holy Vigor and Ear neſtneſs. See that you em- 
brace and cloſe with Chriſt, that by his Blood Eph. 2.13. 
you may be made nigh. Let your Hearts be ſet 


. upoa Communion with GOD in his Ordi- 


nances, and account theſe Qrdinances to be 
but empty, in which you do not find and meet, 
with him. 4. Be eqrreſt to feel the Power of 
theſe Ordinances, and to taſte the Sweetneſs of them 
in your own Souls. Do not ſatisfy your ſelves 
with bare Ordinances, but look for the Effi- 
cacy of them, to unite your Souls to GOD 
” N through 


« 


| through Chi, to mortify your Luſts, to quic- 
ken, and enliven your Graces, and to confirm, 
ſtrengthen and refreſh your Souls in the Way 


» 


of the Lord. 


· 


Exbort. 2. Deſire and long earneſtly after 
ſuch Days of the Son of Man, as ſometimes the 
Church of. Chriſt, and this Church hath enjoyed, 
and it may be ſome of your ſelves have ſeen ; 
Days, of Chriſt's Power and Preſence in and 
465 the Ordinances of the Goſpel; Days 
wherein his Power and Glory may be ſeen in'the 
Sanctuary. By deſiring and longing for ſuch 
Pays, diſcover that you have the ame and 
Temper of gracious Souls within you. 
Io engage you to this, conſider 1. How ſad 
dur Caſe is through the Want of ſuch Days. 
Though we havc Goſpel Ordinances in great 
Purity and Plenty; yet ſo long as there is 

| fuch a ad Reſtraint as to inward Power and 
ficacy, whilſt there is ſuch a ſad Suſpenſion 

of heavehly Influences, Chriſt's Glory is ob- 
cured, and his Name ſuffers: His Ordinances 
re 'Iifelefs Things, without Power: The 
Churches Beauty is quite marred ; ſhe ſits as a 
W and hath a barrea Womb and 
ry Breaſts for the moſt Part: Sinners are held 
captive by Satan, and the Prey is not delivered 
dut of his Hands: And O! what Deadneſs, 
Darkneſs, Barrenneſs, and ſad Decays and 
Witherings of Soul are there among the 
Children of GOD? On thele Accounts the 
Church of Scotland doth not look with that 
Lam. 4. 1. Face that ſometimes ſhe hath done. O. How 
| i the Gold become dim! | How is the moſt fine Gold 
Ila. 1. 22. changed? Our Silver is become Droſs, our Wine 
wit withWater, 2. Such Days of the Son of 


Man 
£ | 149 


* 


- Sram I. fene vader Mee 


Aan as the Church once enjoyed, Days of 15 
Power, if we had them, would be hap 


minent and lorions Days. 1. They this pez beg by 


rious to Chriſt-. His ſtately and majeltick Golties 

would be then Nen! in the Sanctuary, and he 

would in his Majeſty. ride proſperoullly ; ſo that 
a, e would becrown'd with manifold Victories 
1; Pad Conqueſts over che Hearts and Souls of a 
ad len; they would be his Coranation Day 2. They 
ys ould be happy. Days to the Church, Tl eres. 
he Ind Glory of the Church would then be pro- 
ch noted. The Church is dignified with the TI. 
nd Ile of Jehovah ſhammeb, i. e. the Lord is there. Erek. 48, 
2 briſt's Preſence in the Church, and with his 35 
ad Mordinance, is the Glory ef the Church. Such 
ys. Ilorious Goſpel-days would make the Church 
eat ok beautiful 4s: Tirzah, comely as J eraſalem, fai air as Cant. 6. 
is he Moon, clear 4s the Sun, and terrible at an Army 4, 10 
ind Vith Banners. 's Preſence would fill the Or- 
ion Minances with awer and Virtue; ſo that the 


kurch would become A froitful. Mother of 
hildren, Son's and Daughters would be born 
nto GOD; and Ser man Days, Sabbath Days, 


s 2 Pad Communion Days, would 1 another 
and hing than bg; | 7 no. uch N 
eld would be mbers of 
red he Church. hey 25 ft he Days of Liberty 
eſs, Nad , to the lakes and Captives of 
and Nan; and Days bf Preferment to ſinful Duſt, 
the nemies to G0 D being made Friends, the 


hildren of the Devil ＋ 1 the Sons and 

Daughters of the living G O P, and Heirs of 
ell made Heirs of 18 nd O . a 

weet Saul reuiwing and Saul re Zeſhin 

Wine (ould: they be to the Children 2809 7 


„ of hat Life, and Love, agd-Zeal, and Tender. 
Man neſs 


85 Iſa. 1. 22. 


; Of bel bo, being SERM. J. 
ness, would there be among us? And ! add, 
That ſuch: Days of Chriſt's Power would be a 
hleſſed Token for good, with reſpe& to the 
great and glorious Things GOD. hath pro- 
miſed to and for his Church in the later Days. 
Well then, deſire and long for glorious 
Days of the Son of Man, Days of the Power 
f GO D; ſuch Days wherein his Power and 
FSlory m ay be ſeen in the SanQuary. O to ſee 
Fach | Jays of the Sen of Man! Let your Deſires 
be ardent and vehement Deſires ; and continued 
and conſtant Deſires, and not for a Fit and in 


* _ ſome good Mood only. To awaken and quick- 


1. Sam GO D did in a Days of Samuil, All the 


en web Peſires, think on what I have already 
7 preſented ed concerning the ing of ſuch 
re s of tlie Son of Man, and our ſad Caſe 
Zhroogh the Want of them. Think on the 
Days of old, when the Church enjoyed ſuch 
Goſpel- Days: O how well was it with ber then! 
= for ſuch Days again! Improve former Rx- 
periencey for awakening your Deſires. Dear 
' Chriſtians, have you never ſeen glorious Days 
of the Son of Nan, when his Goings were. ſeen 
in the Sanctuary? O how happy would ye be, 
If ye could fee ſuch Days again? 
hut ſee that yourDeſiresbe active &workingDe- 
fires. They muſt not be lazy and flothfulDefires, 
but fuch Deſires as put you upon earneſt and vi- 
orous Endeavours to obtain ſuch Days of the 
n of Man: Therefore 1. When yon ga 
Home,. retire to your Cloſet, and lament the | 54 
Want of ſuch Days. Do as the People of | m 


Houſe of Iſrael lamented after the Lord. How 
ſad is it that the B yo is away! but it 
vill be yet more Cs we do not W 5 
uc 


{ 
1 
f 
; 
C 
b 
7 
t, 
1 
A 
N 


Sx am. L. Sometimes under Refrain: | 
ſuch a Seaſon. 2. Labour to have theſe. Sins 
removed that have provoked G O D.to bring 
theſe glorious Days under ſub a ſad Reſtraint. 
Lament them both in your ſelves, and others. 
Mourn for the Diſhonour done to & O D by 
them. Reform your own Hearts and Lives; 


and labour in your Place and Station to. re- 


1 


form others. Turn ye unto me, faith the _ Lord 


— 
22 
3. 


Lach. 1 
of Hoſts, and I will turn unto you, ſaith the Lord 3* 
of Hofts. Flee to the Blood of Chriſt, and la- 
bour to make Peace with an offended GOD 
through him. 3. Give Vent to your Deſires 
In Prayer, Pray with the Church, . Renew ow, 
Days as of ald. Return for thy Strvattts ſake, the Lam. 5; 
Tribes of thine Inheritance. Return we beſeech thee, 2 _ "i 
O GOD of Hoſts : Look down from Heaven, and .—< 
behold, and viſit this Vine, and the Vineyard which 14, 15,17. 
thy right Hand hath planted ;, and the Branch that 
thou madeſt ſtrong for thy ſelf. Let thy Hand be 
upon the Man of thy right Hand: upon the Son of 
Man whom thou madeſt ftrong for "2 ſelf. Let thy Pal. 90 
Work appear unto thy Servants; and thy Glory unto 6 "7+ 
their Children. And let the Beauty of the Lord 
ow'G OD be upon us. Cry for the Manifeſta- 
tions of his Power and Preſence in his Ordi- 
nances and the Aſſemblies of his People. Be 
more frequent in Prayer for this, and be more 
fervent in Prayer. Stir up your ſelyes to take 
hold of GO D, and wreſtle with him as Jacob 
did. Join together in Prayer for it; for joint 
Prayers are moſt prevalent. The effectual fer- 


| vent Prayer of 4 righteous Man aualeth much; * 5 


much more the effectual fervent Prayers of 
many «Righteous joining together. And be 
more importunate in Prayer for this Bleſſing. 
Take hold of GOD, aud let him not go 
* With: . 
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- Perſwaſive t to Preparation for the 
*LoKkD's Supper, from the great 
Sin and v4 of dro (gt 


* 


eee . 


. 1 Aa _ 


27107 pr Col. Ai. 27, 28, 29, 30... bv 17 
2 here ore whoſoever ſhall. eat this Bread: 


drink this Cup of the Lord unwor- 
p Thi „ ſhall. be by of the Body and 


Blood of: the Lord. 
Burt let a Man examine. im ſalfz 's * fo lr 
ef 5 eat of that Bread, 08 drink of that 
up. 
For be that erb and drinketh ujwortbily, 
bY , 22 2 8 8 
elf, not diſcerning the Lard's Body. 
For. this: Cauſe. many are i d fickly 
- among you,” an ee ep. 


1.5% Yis#F 1-2) 


; ſes that had crept. in among the Gorin- 
1 cia about the Lord's $ 


=4 


tion, whereof he gives au Account from the 
D 5 23d 


Before te.L'ORD's SER. 


HE Apoſtle, for r reforming ſecret. Aby- 


Sapper; raduceth 
| them' to the Conſideration of theifirſt laſtitu- 
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A Perſwaſive to Preparation S x N M. II. 
23d. Verſe to the 27th. His Scope in the Ver- 
ſes l have read is to preſs: them to a worthy 


Participation of that great Ordinance. 


In theſe Verfes we hayeÿ ; 
| =. ſolemn Warning of the A Sin of un wor- 
thy partaking of. the Lord's Supper, v. 27. WT 

2. A Direflion for the right Participation there- 


4 


ef, that ſo great a Sin may be prevented, v. 28. 


3. "An Argument for enforting this  Direftion, 


talen ſrom the great Danger of neglecting it, v. 29, 
ln 
I. A ſolemn Warning of the great Sin of unwor- 


thy partaking of the Sacrament. This is drawn 
as an Inference from what goes before, v. 27. 


Mpereſore whoſoever ſhall eat this Bread, &c. 


[Wherefore? q. d. Seeing Chriſt appointed this 


Ordinance as a Memorial of him, to keep up 
the practical and affetive. Remembrance. of 
him and his Death in the Hearts and Minds 


of his People; and ſeeing it is our Duty in 
partaking to. ſhow. his Death: Therefore to 
uſe the Ordinance in an unbecoming Manner, 
is a Reflection on the Authority of Chriſt who 
inſtituted it, and contrary to the Ends of the 
Inſtitution, . and involves us in the Guilt of his 


_ Particularly, we have in this Yerſe theſe Two 
Things, 1. Who they are that contratt this Guilt ; 
fuch as eat and drink unworthily. He ſpeaks not 
of a legal Worthineſs, or a Worthineſs' of the Per- 

| He ſays not, whatſoever unworthy Per- 
fon eats and drinks; for then he had excluded 
even the beſt Chriſtians, ſeeing all are un wor- 
thy. But he ſpeaks of as Evangelical Warthi- 
neſi, and a Worthineſs of the Aftion: And ſo, to 
eat and drink unworthily, is to eat * 
, ; With 


Pon 


$2 KM; II. por the. Lord's Super. 27 
* with a Frame and Diſpoſition that is unſuit- 
y able to and unbecoming that holy Ordidance. 
I And mark that he ſays, This Bread and this | 
Cup, i e. the Wine in the Cop 3-Toiſhew:that 
bs it is Bread and Wine ſtil}, even after the Con- 


ſecration of the Rlements. If the Bread and 
Wine were tranſubſtantiated into πν ns real 
Body and Blood, as the Papiſt, abſurdly'plead 
they are, then the A poſtle's Argument had 
95 been ſtronger to have ſaid, „There is no 
| more Bread and Wine here, but the real 8 
* Body and Blood of Chriſt; Therefore your - | 
« unworthy Carriage is a Wrong done im- 
< mediately to the Perſon of rift? But he 
terms it Bread and Cupy and calls it ſo three ſe- 
veral Times, v. 26, 27 28. And why would 
he call it ſo often Bread, if it were not Bread 
Yer he calls it the Bread and Cup:of the! Lord, 
to diſtinguiſh it from Bread and Wine of an 
ordinary Uſe; Tho? it be Bread and Wine, 
yet it is ſacred, appointed by him for ſuch an 
holy Uſe, to be the Memorial of his Body and 
Blood; therefore to uſe it unworthily muſt 
be a great Sin. 2. What the Gmilt ir that is con- 
vracted thereby; a being guilty © of the Body. and 
Blood of the Lord's i. é. Guilty of offering a 
great Wrong and 1njury to Ciſt, whoſe Body 
and Blood is repreſented by the outward Ele- 
ments; yea chargeable with no leſs Crime than 
the Guilt of the Blood of Chriſ. 
II. A Diredt ion for right Participation, that we 
may not contralt ſo great a Guilt, v. 28. But let a 
Man examine bimſelf, &c. [But] let a Man 
i. e. If a Man would prevent ſo great a'Sin ; if 
ke would not be guilty of the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, let him examine himſelft. We may 
Jenn I notice 


, 


* 


A Release — SE RM. W 


notice here, 1. The Preparation reguired. Let 
a Man examine. binifelf. Let] bim examine; 


£3 r 
AMD 2 


A. e. He mult examine; for that Word hath 


ma here the Force of à Command, Let him deny 

2 3 ib. He muſt deny himſelf. A Aan] 

i. e. every Man, every Chriſtian Man, whe- 

ther he bea ſincere Believer in Chriſt or not; 

e often partaken worthily be- 

re, Let him examine” himſelf! The Word 

ſignifies not only to try and prove, but alſo: to 

aàpprove. It is to examine our ſelves ſo as to 

bee. 14- be approven or allowed, as the ſame Word is 

rendred It is ſuch an Examination as iſſues in 

a comfortable Approbation. The Apoſtle un- 

der thiadmprehendathe.wmhole of our Prepa- 

ration: For his Meaning cannot be, that 

. examined our ſelyes, we ſhauld with: 

it an more Ado come immediately to the 

crament; whatever our State or Frame be:; 

21 he comprebends under it ſuch Graces and 

Duties as are or ought to be the Iſſue of our 

Examination: Let him examine himſelf, and 

perform the Duties ſuitable to that State 

wherein he finds himſelf after ſerious Enguiry. 

2. The: Manner of Participation. : And ſo let him 

t, &. ſo; and not otherwiſe z not without 

Examination: /o, upon that Condition; and 

ſo, with that Prepatation.| If after Examina- 

tion he find himſelf in a gracious State, and 

that he hath a ſuitable Frame and Diſpoſition, 

then let him eat and drink. But if he find him- 

ſeif in a State of Sin and Death, let him believe 

in Chriſt, and repent; and ſ% let him eat and 

drink, and: not elſe: And let him come ſo every 

Time ke partakes. And gt, him both cat at the 
: yu and. e Caps ©: 


a— 


7 o 
* 


crament 


t the Sa- 


rr, rere 0 wc. At. e . * 


ACK * =_F —_ nds. pray 
Wi gx is 20 bereceined.in both Kiadp, Rread 
: Was FC) 
= (i —— gument t _— this Direct oh, ta- 
ken from the great Danger of neglecting, 1 Fre- 
naration- Works Th, 1s 18 1. Aferted, 9. 29. 
e- 2. Confirmed, by the xperience of the rin. 
18 thi ans themſelves, Us, 30% 
e- Op Ie is aſſerted, in theſe Yor, Far — that 
rd and, dri A 2 2525 bag e 
to to himſei En; foo 
Dads pang) neal the Lord's 4's 1 95 on 
i\here, plainly implied, that, ſuch” 45 
examine and prepare, cat and drink unwort 15 


Wy 0 orig. Judgmem, 


my 1 — crit Be 

1 9 piritualy or-gterpal.. - is a Sin that deſerves 

Damnztion in all. lte rings certain: ;Pamne- 

tion on ſuch as do not repent. and flee to 1152 : 

80 even Believers themſelves, who appr 
ual Preparation, and, partake in a1 

thy Frame, expoſe — lves to G 

vere Corredion ; as agpesrs from v. 30. DN: 

eats. And drinks Der .or Judgment «. . "a 

He eats Ac drinks thats which Will be the 


1 yogy .of bi by Oe 12 5 
it. is a to 4 7 e $ who 
inet. not in Lebe. 9 Do 
ee e de that. t be auh 
king of ſome, doch zugt pallute the S 
e Thenp w. OR the. Cauſe of; all, 
whence it is that a Mag eats 22 ene An- 
worthily, and e eee net 
himſelf; His not di ſcerni 


Ii. e. not duly. — 


5481 


Ane ee is exprelt is, that by doibg ſo, 


14S eith er., temporal, or 


Cauſe, of Jud mean, 9006 ſelf, bur'by 1 


? Ade * "its | 


—— 
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| be condemmed with the World.” 


this, 


— — — 


4 Paſs to bebe 81 ER M. II. 


dy, counting it as a common Thing, and his 


Blood as common Blood: Or, not putting a 
Difference hetween the Bread and Wine in 
the Sacrament, and common Bread and Wine; 


not regarding them as Symbols of driſf's Bo- 


dy and Blood. 
(2.) The Danger of unworthy vererben is 
confirmed by the Experience of the Corinthians 


themſelves, v. 30. For this Cauſe ;\ i. e. for eat, 


ing and drinking unworthily, mam are went 


and ſickly, &c. 80 D had ſmitten many of 
the Corinthians, ſome with bodily Weakneſs, 
_ 6thers with Sickneſs, and others with tempo- 
ral Death, for their unworthy partaking of 


the Sacrament: And it is clear from the Con- 
text, that ſome who were ſo dealt with were 
Believers in chriſt; Therefore he adds, v. 32. 
Wie are chaſtened of the Lord, that we ſhould not 


">. ' +4 19 197 5 


The r Dottrine'l propoſe. from theſes wer is 


N ee the gran Sin and D a1 
 xyworthy 2. "of 55 Sacr ament e be 
improven by Chriſtians, to awaken and quicken 
them to ſuitable Preparation for that great Or- 

e that ſo they may partake i 
Pot here, the Apoſtle having warned Wem 


of the great Sin of unworthy'pertakin of the 
Lord's Supper, does thereupon direct 
to Freparation-work, that ſo great a Sin 
ay ht be prevented: And then he enfor- 


them 


this Direction hy an Argument taken 
fromk the great Danger of cating and en 
in bend 2 | 
badling this v Doctrine, 1 hall, nn 
1. She w 


SER M. II. 4H for the Lord's \ Supper. 3 | 
1. Sbew what it is to partake unworthily of the 
Tod 's. Supper; Or a Chriſtians may 
in | we ſaid to do $0 oe th ont 
>; || - +2. Speak of the Greatneſs of the Sin of | unwor- 
15 "pf as it is here expreſt by the 
n | IF My Wh \ | 


*.S 
* + 

8 
4. 


r 


* 


| FT $36 IH „ : PT IC. 
3. Speak of the great Danger of eating and 1 
ns | Arinling wrworthily. ß. 
t- - 4+ Clear and confirm this Truth, That the 

1. | Conſideration of the great Sin and Danger of 
of unworthy partaking of the Sacrament ſhould be 
s, improven by Chriſtians, to awaken and quicken 
o- them to ſuitable: Preparation, that they may 
of ' 1 partake worthily..' E 1 hel 
n- J. Shew- what Preparation is required in order 
re to our worthy partaling of the Sacrament ; 
2. that ſo we may net contratt ſo great 4 Guilt, 
vt | wor incut ſo great Danger. + Meant? 


I Iwan ſtudy to be prafticat on all theſe Heads. BE 


is | Firſt What it is to partake of the Sacrament un- 
I worthily; Or, when may Chriſtians be ſaid to 
(of | do ſo. It appears from the Cuntext, that they 
e eat and drink unworthily who come without 
ten Preparation. Now, there is a twofold Prepa- 
r- ration required, habitual and aftual ; And ſo 
em 
he 


o 


there is a twofold Unworthineſs, 1. A Un- 
' | mTorthineſs of State, 2. An Unworthinefs of Frame. 
he 1. An Unworthineſs of State; which may be 
em | called habirval Unworthineſs. When a Per- 


* 


ji Are wniniron — 

unrenetred and unregenerate Sinners are. not 

to approach to that hey. Table. All that 

partake of the Sacrament in an unrenewed 

and 27 rate State do en and drink unmor- 

'Reafors' ate, 1. Becauſe they are 

Rom. 8.3 Enemies to GO D: For the carnal Mmitss En- 

min un d OD; They are Encinies in their 

| Col. i. 2. a wicked Works. © But the Sacrament is 

COPD Feaft'z A Feaſt for Friends, and not 

fr Enemies; For real Hriends, and not for 

Lip- Friends and: Heart Enemies. It is an 

Ordinance” of the higheſt and moſt intimate 
Communion: And intimate ava” wr 

only for Boſom-Friends. — 

Perſons are mſanttified; not usdben feuch their 

Filthinefs, and ſo are not fit Gueſts for ſuch 

an holy Table: Only ſagctiſied Per ſons are fit 

Gueſts. Our Lord prefigured this by waſhing 

John 13 12, His Diſciples Feet before the Supper. Unrę- 

8, 10. newed Perſons are Dogs in the Account of the 

Spirit of G OD; and holy Things muſt not be 

given 'to Dogs. What Right 220 they have 

to the Children's Bread? The Livery of the 

Devil doth not ſuit the Table of the Lord. 

3. Unrenewed perſons are not in Covenant 

Eph. 2.12. With G O D. They are Srangers to the Cet 

nant of Promiſe, and conſequently have nothing 

to do with the Seal of the Covenant q not be- 

„ing within the Covenant, the Benefits. and 

Friviledges thereof belong not to them. 

4. They are incapable of ſpititnal Nouriſnment. 

They are void of the ſ Viriewal Life, and there- 

fore incapable of the Nouriſnment of that Life. 

They are dead: And what hath a dead Man to 

do with a Feaſt? 5. They cannot reliſh chi 


in the Ordinance. Men are in ns: Capacity 
to 
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are. 
the en. 
paration and ſelf When 


Nat &due,Prepa tion ſu 


Kaon Sins not aq | 
ts weſhed, fays pu 0 . neederh not 655 0 Paſo 10. 


e 


bg . fein ier teen 1 


to reliſh ſpiritual Things w (agus 13 hey 


re. They may eat 7 
5 Wige, in _ Sacra val etz ate / 
or reliſh-any of the ſp ſpir oh 170 that 115 
diſpenſed 9920 . 115 11 Re ceitets; 14 1 
os they partake e 9 he. actamept wave . 
25 >< ona of From and Diſpoſition: 
Chriſtians may be 25 and et "Th 
no good Frame. fea 0 Beli ey 15 in,Ch Gi, and 
ſuch as are rene ace, may 5 pale 


of eating and 1 157 oe thill 
poſtle, in che Context, ar eh th 9 8 
Felievers in Ie, and ſhews 1 85 the L# 
— them as a Gracious Fat her witl 1 N 
neſs and Sickneſs, they might not h 
condemned by him zs uſt Judge. 
No ſuch of you £4 are Belevers in . 
Ae of eat Gs d drinking univorthily, 
aſes, 1. 


on 7 actual P 
ination. For the 
po#le here enjoins Preparation to prevent the 
Sin of un receiving; But let a Man 2 7 — 
mine 1 L 6. If he Would not be guilt 


.eaging, and drinking, unworthily, 975 let 


examine;: And let a Jar, i, e. ever Mat, 
whether a, Belie ver or an Uubeliever. 80 that 


vou eat and drink unworthily, when thete is 
ay vs itable to th the 18. 


and Greatneſs o 2 Ordinance. * . 
ent under the Gy jr of 
ly. W of. that john 13 
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you: come to the d 


begua;Repayation, and,t 


his Feet, bu is clean guery mhur- 10 
e L 
dan of: your Fett * Jet dd * 
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12 2 n . : 1 Wis e g a | 
| 343 - A Perſwaſive toPreparation Sex M. II. 
| new waſhing, from the new Defilements you 
contract by Walking up and down in a dirty 
and defiling World : You. propbane the Ordi- 
| Hnancę, if you come unwaſhen. The Pſalmiſt's 
Pſal,26.6. Reſolution is, 7 wil waſh mine Hands in Innoc en- 
ey; ſo will I comipaſs thine Altar, O LO RD. 
It you do not come ſe, you eat and drink un- 
worthily. 3. When Grace is not in Exerciſe, 
and particularly Sacramental Graces; ſuch 
as Faith, Love, godly Sorrow for Sin, hun- 
gering Defires after Chrift and his Grace, &c. 
When there is a Reſtraint upon your Graces, 
ſo that they do not flow out in Exerciſe, and 
your Spikenard doth not ſend forth the Smell 
thereof; when you are not at Pains to rub the 
Ruſt off your Graces, and to awaken and 
uicken them, that they may be in a fit Po- 
ſture to meet the Lord in that great Ordi- 
nance; then you partake unworthily. 4. When 
there is a Looſeneſs and Careleſsneſs of Spi- 
rit in receiving. It is true, wandring Thoughts 
_khaunt the beſt Chriſtians, even in their beſt 
Duties: But when you are careleſs of your 
own Hearts, and give looſe Reins to them, 
and are not at Pains to pull them in, but give 
way to unſettled and raving Thoughts, not en- 
deavouring to fix your Thoughts on à dying 
chriſt, and to attend to the Myſteries repre- 
ſented in the Ordinance; then you eat and 
; drink unworthily. OILS 
But whence is it that many partake of the Sacra- 
ment unworthily? I mention only the Cauſe gi- 
ven in the Text, Nor diſcerning the Lord's Body. 
This may be underſtood in a rwofold Senſe. 
1. People do not diſcern the Lord's Body in 
the Sacrament, when they do not look * 
— 


i. 


E ec 7 I Eo 


— 
— 


the Bread and Wine to the broken Body and 
ſhed Blood of Chriſt that are thereby, repre- 

ſented. Many are ignorant of the Nature and 
Ends of the Sacrament... Others that haye 
ſome. Knowledge, do not conſider the End of 


it, and the glorious Uſe that the ur are 
deſigned to; and ſo make light of the Dignity 
of the Ordinance, putting no Difference be- 
tween the Bread and Wine there, and com- 
mon Bread and Wine: So that you do not diſ- 
cern the Lord's Body in the Sacrament, when 
you fix on the outward Elements, as if the 
were the only Things you are called to fea 
on, and do not look through the Vale of the 
Bread and Wine to a broken and bleeding 
Chrifl, and the glorious Bleſſings that are the 
ſweet Fruits of his Sacrifice. 2. People do 
not diſcern the Lord's Body in the Sacrament, 
when they do not conſider the Greatneſs and 
Glory of that Body which the Elements repre- 
ſent; when they do not diſcern it ſo as to e- 
ſteem and honour it as they ought. . Many 
put no Difference between the Body of 44 | 
and the Body of a meer Man. It is ſaid of A- 


poſtates, That they count the Blood of the Cove- Heb. 10 


nant an unholy Thing. Orig. 4 common Thing. So, 2 
you do not diſcern the Lord's Body in the 
Supper, when you have no higher Opinion of 
his Body and Blood than of a common Thing; 
or do not regard his Body and Blood there re- . 
preſented according to their true, Worth, : 
When you do not conſider. and regard it as 
the Body of GOD, GOD bleſſed for ever, as 
an Offering and Sacrifice for Sin, and the Price 
of our Peace and Pardon, and all other Cove- 


nant-Bleſſings. 2 e 
\ | | 
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and Blood were Food fix for Dogs ant * 
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Now, becauſe Peop le do not diſcern the 
38 Body in the Sarainbiit therkfore- it ft 


hat they #7 and drink unworthily. They 


comme to it as to common Bread, or a common 
Table, and do not ſeriouſly mind Preparation 
work. if Men did rightly vnderſtand, and 


ſeriouſly i conſider the glorious Uſe that the . 


lements are appointed unto, and how great 
any plorious a Thing the Body of the Lord is 
ch they repreſent, they would certainly be 

t Pains 44 prepare; that they might not come 
2 Again, Not diſcerning the Lord's 
he Cable that many are ſo irrever- 


ent 13 ce ſe of the Sacrament: And in ſe- 


rious Chriſtians it marrs and obſtructs the Exer- 


eile of ſultable Graces in partaking of that Or- 


dinance. 


"eeoilty, 1 come in the next Place to ſpeak 
{he See s of the Sin of unworthy partaking as 7X 
$ here ex WK by the Apoſtle? Suchare guil- 


the Thy and Block of the Lor. This may 


derſtbod in a riofol4 Senſe. Only obſerve 

es what 1am to ſay on this Held, is chiefly 
applicible to ſuch as partake bnworthily in an 
igh Degree, that come to the Sicrament in 
tirehewed and _varegeheryte State, and 

e kliey ate not reconciled to GO through 


1 The unworth Partaker 3s Switty of the 


wh and Blood of the Lora, that 1s, He i. 


wil ly of - a * ront and Magni ty n fo the 
2005 7 the n Lak — — 

oh nt t bu come 
Ki able in bor ieh ge a8 if His Body 
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Six. II. for the Lord Supper. \ 
The Bread and Wine are Sigus and Pledges'of 
his Body and Blood; He is repreſented by 


them : Therefore he. that uſes and handles 
them unwotthily, is a Contemner of the Son | 


of 6 O D, and affronts his Body and Blood in 
that Picture and Repreſentation of him. 
2. The unworthy Partaker is guilty of the 
Body and Blood df the Lord; that is, He u 
pry of of murthering Tiriſt; and that in ſeveral 
eſpects, 1. 18 unwor thy Par taker is a Mur- 
therer of Chriſty 5 reg ard of the Diſpoſition of his 
Heart. That Diſpoſition of Heart that carries 
any of you to prophane that holy Ordinance, 
would alfo have carried you to vrucify Chriſt 
if you had been àmong the Fews in the Days 11 
his Fleſh : So that there is the ſame Diſpoſiti- 
on of Heart toward Chriſt in an unworth 
Partaker, that was in the Sg that crucified 
him; and conſequently there is the ſame 


Guilt ia the Eye of G OD, ſeei being he judges 


of Men by their inward Frame and the Diſpo- 
ſition of their Hearts. To come to G 
Table wirh an Heart Eamity ag ainſt him, is to 
be the Murtherer of him. When ye come in 
* Sins, ye come hugging Chriſt's Enemies 
n your Boſom. It is as if you would make 
much of the Nails nnd Spear that pierèed him. 
It is to eruciſy th Bord of (Glory afreſh. 
dee Partaker is n Murtherer of Cri 
inretpreturively. Contemptuouſly to abuſe the 


| Image'or Pi ure ofa'Prince is, in ſome Fla- 


ces, reckoned capital and tredſonable : It is 
interpreted as done to his Perſon, becauſe it is 
PRE that the Man would do the ſame to 

is Perſon, if it were as much in his Power. 


* the Snoraniere-i5-an Image ur Picture of 2 
> crucilied 


2. The 
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in his exalted State. Their's was againſt his 
' Perſon 35 your's againſt his Propitiation. 
\Their's againſt his humane Lifez your's bunt 


— * 
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crucified Chriſt: The Bread and Wine being 
Memorials and Pledges: of his Body and Blood; 
Therefore the Injury done to the outward E- 
lements is as done to Chriſt himſelf. The un- 
worthy uſing his Image is reckoned as done to 
his Perſon. 3. The unworthy Partaker is a 
Murtherer of Chriſt by Conſeut and Approbation. 
In the Sacrament Chris Death is ſhewed 
forth; He is there [repreſented as crucified 
before your Eyes : If you be not duly affected 


- with'ſuch'a Spectacle; If you can look on a 


broken, bleeding, dying Chriſt in the Sacra- 
ment, with an unbroken Heart, then you do 
implicitely conſent to and approve the Act of 
the Fews in crucifying him. ' Our not mourn- 
ing for the Sins of others, makes us Partakers 
in the Guilt. So, when there are no ſuitable 
Affections raiſed in your Soul, in looking on 
a crucified Chrift in that Image and Picture of 


him, then you will be reckoned the Murther- 


ers of him, and Conſenters to his Death. 
Yea, the Sin of unworthy Receivers is worſe 
than the Sin of the Fews in crucifying Chriſt. 
They pretended a Law among them whereby 
he ought todie : But what Pretence can any 
of you have for your unworthy uſing him in] 


the Sacrament ? They did it ignorantiy; They | 


fuppoſed him to be a meer Man, yea a Male- [| 
factor: But you profeſs to believe that he is 
the only begotten Son of O D; And your Sin is 
2 more clear and ſpiritual Diſcoveries of 


him in the Goſpel. They ſinned againſt him 


in his low Eſtate : but your Sin is againſt him 


„„ 


1 


Stxm. II. 18 for The Lord F Supper 2 


his Mediatory Office. Ye have been baptized 1 
in his Name, and have given up your Names 

to him, and engaged to ſerve and obey him; _ . 
which they did not. They never owned him © 


as the true Meſſiah, But you profeſs to own 
him for your Lord and Saviour. You, pretend 
to adore and worſhip, him: This makes your 
Crime the more horrid. © . _ 

Well then, tho' the Sacrament be a very de- 
ſireable Ordinance, yet you need to take heed 
how: you uſe it. If you come unworthily, 
without ſuitable Preparation, if you come in 


your Sins to that holy Table, your Guilt will 


be very great. Conſider what a horrid Crime 


it is to be guilty of the Blood of an ordinary 
Man, yea of a prophane Atheiſtical Wretch: 


But how much more horrid muſt it be, to be 
guilty of the Body and Blood of the glorified 


Son f G 0 D, ot him who came to be our Sa- 


viour? Yet every Time you partake unwor- 
thily by coming in your Sins, you have no leſs 


than the Guilt of his Body and Blood upon 
your Head. O] how baſe and unworthy is it 
to ſit down at Chriſt's Table with an hoſtile 
Diſpoſition againſt him? To ſtab the glorious 
. Maſter of the Feaſt at his own Table, when 
ke is offering to entertain you with his Royal 
Dainties. 1 


Thirdly, I proceed to ſpeak of the great Dap- 
er of unworthy partaking of the Lord's Supper. 
he Puniſhment is very dreadful. Such as eat 
and drink unworthily, eat and drink Damma- 
tion, or J | 
brings on ſad Judgments, which will end in 
Damuatiop, if not prevented by 2 
er 


ment to themſelves... It is a Sin that 


— — 


FT oth — * ' Lode: 


Under the Old Teſtament, ſuch as came in 
: their Uneleanneſs to partake of holy Things, 
Lev. 7. . were ta be cur off from their People; z 1. 8 exclu- 
| _ ded froni'Fellowſhip with the People of GOD, 
Now, their holy Things were but *Shadows 
and Ty Pes of Chriſt and the Bleſſings of his 
Purchaſe, and repreſented Chriſt to come and 
ſuffer : But in the Sacrament Chriſt is, in 4 

lively Manner, repreſented as having alread 

come and ſuffered; And nora Uaeleannefl 
is much worſe than ceremonial. O then, what 
dreadful Wrath and Vengeance do they ex- 
poſe themſelyes unto, who come to this Ordi- 
nance a moral Uncleanneſs! We read 
| ** 15. that Plagues came out of the Temple; that is, 
M 12 dgments! from Ordinances unworthily 

Wig 

Particularly y, -paworthy Partakers of the. Sa- 
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and eternal Judgments. 

1. With temporal Judgment. For this Si 

'GOD ſmote many of the Corinthians, yea.euen 
Believers among them ; ſome with Weakneſs, 
others with Sickneſs, aud others with Death, 

v. 30. for this Caf ma, are weal and ſickly 4- 

,mong Jou, and many ſleep. For this Cauſe; i. e. 
becauſe they did eat and drink unworthily. 
Some think that G O D had ſeat the-Peſtileiice 

among them, becauſe of this Sin. We read 
„ that 0 Hlezeliab prayed for the People that 
18, 19. came to the Ppaſſoever: And it is ſaid, v. 29. 
That the Lord hear tenad to Hezekiah, and bealed 

the People. GOD had ſmitten them with 

ſome Plague or Sickneſs for partaking of that 
Sacrament without ſuitable preparation. So- 
Lemn Ordinances are tender Things: It is not 


go 
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crament are puniſhed with Ben ſpiritual; 


» i a c 


Sham II. pr tb Lode Supper; 


good to makè too bold with them. The Rb. 


hemitos for: Iirteverent un Int the Ark 
were ſmitten with ſadden Death, Vnworrhy 
Communicantt ate gailty tif itreverent Looks, 


Tonches and Aftiods? Sbme may for chis be 


ſmitten with ſore Sickneſd and chers witk 
Birr onen ot ain Ars 


Here then we may diſcover 
Cauſv of all the Judgments G. O D brings u 

the Profeſſofs vt che true Religibm; tho';- a- 
las! it is little laid to Heart. Why hath the 
Swotd been raging, and the Peſtilence dev out. 
ing, even in Proteſtant Nations? And / 
bath there been ſo great Sickneſs and Morta- 


lity, and many ſudden Deaths among bur 


ſelves? May we not without any Breach: of 


Charity conclude, that one great Cauſe is in 


many, the irreverent Uſe of the Sacrament 3 
and in others, the great Contempt of that holy 
eee 00-51 EF ver 1993 

2. With ſpiritual Judgments. Blindneſs of 
Mind, Hardnefs of Heart, Deadnefs of Spi- 
tit, ſpiritual Stupidity; &c. Theſe are the 
judgments G O D doth mote uſually inflict on 
unworthy Communicants; and they are the 
moſt dreadful Judgmedts on this Side of Hell; 
and more ſuited-to rhe: New Teſtament Diſ- 
penſution! Alas! many go from à Comm 
nion-Table greater Slaves to the Devil and 
thelr Loſts than formerly. Judas, the firſt 
unworthy Receiver of the Sacrament, if he Uid 
receive it at all, was given up as a Poſſeſſſon to 
the Devi, who (ſtirred him up to that buſt 
Treachety of bettaying his Aft. AS S 
entted into him when he received the Sep: 80 
not only one Devil, 11 ſeven more, do often 
"I | eater 


— ry | 
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5 enter into ſuch as receive the Sacrament un- 
-worthily ; whereby they return from ii more 
5 proud, more filthy, more hard: hear ted 7 yea, | 
ſeven-fold more Children of the Devil, than 
they were before. G O D gives them up to 
Pſal. 81. heir own Heatrs Luſts. Lea, even Bellevers in 
9785 Cbhriſt may, for unworthy partaking, be given 
up to their own Hearts Luſts in part, and for 
a Time. Some ſerious Chriſtians complain of 
Deſertion: This may be a Fruit of unworthy 
communicating. : For this Cauſe ſome ate un: 
der Deadneſs, and others under great Darkneſs 
of Spirit: And for this the Influences of the 
Sirit are withhoſ denn. 
3. With eternal Damnation. | Eating and 
Drinking unworthily makes People liable and 
obnoxious to this: And if ſuch do not repent 
and ſlee to Chrift, their eternal Damnation is 
inetd n „ aint] b; 
But how is it to be underſtood, That ſurh as 
partate of the Sacrament unworthily eat and drink 
Damnation or Judgment: The Meaning is, By 
their eating and drinking unworthily, they 
render themfelves liable and obnoxious to it: 
Or by ſo eating and drinking, they have done 
that which will be the Cauſe of their Damna- 
tion, if they do not repent. judgment or 
Damnation is not the End of the Ordinance: 
It was appointed for holy and profitable Ends 
and — and is in it ſelf a Soul- nouriſhing 
and refreſhing Ordinance. But the Abuſe of 
the Ordinance, and the evil -Difpoſition of the 
Partaker, makes that bring Death which was 
ordained to Life; and turns that into Poiſon 
which was ordained for Food; as the Foulneſs 
of the Stomach makes wholeſome Food turn 
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order to your worthy partaking, and that you 


i fir the Lot SH 43 
5 noxions Humors in the Body. Hence it 
is faid, He fats and drinks Damnation to him- 
for. The Fault is wholly in himſelf, not in 
4:6 Ordinance. As the Manna was intended 
for a Bleſſing ; yet when they uſed it not ac- 
cording to t ie Command of GOD, it Prank | _ 16, 
and bred Worms. And as the Water of jealou- 
ſy did good to the Woman; if ſhe was clean; 
Bur if 55 was defiled; it made her Belly ſwell, 
and her Thigh rot: 80, the Sacrament- works 
according to the Diſpoſition of them that re-: 
ceive it, It is Bread to ſtrengthen, and Wine 
to refreſh the worthy Receiver; But it is Poi- - 
ſon to the unworthy,” becauſe of bee og DiF: 


poſition. San e e ginn pb 


Ein, T go 9 to ER and prove rhe . 
Arine; tö wit, That the Conſideration of the great 
Sin and Danger of urworthy partaking "of the Sa- 
crament ſhould be improven, to awaken and- -quicken 
us fo Para, Preparation,. 1 ther we ey pune wore 
thi 

"Sortjething is here fu poſed, and fomething 
expreſt. 


I ſuppoſe here cult Preparation i; wwei—ery 15 


may avoid the great Sin an Danger of eating 
and drinking unworthily. This Is clear from 
my Text: For the A BA here directs to Pre- 
paration, for preven ing the Sin of unwor⸗ 
thy teceiying, and the Dang " enſuing's > 
Therefore, afrer he had ſpoken of the Sin, v. 
27. he adds But let a Man examine himſelf, 
or And then in v. 29. he preſſes this by an 

e Iron the Danger. of | | 


F 2 227136 If 
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1 If Jou da not prepare.and examine. your 
{clves, you. will eat and drink unworthily, and 


ſo be guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord, 


and eat and drink Damnation to your. ſelves. 
Tet 4 Aan exapine binſelf, and ſo let him eat, 


Kc. If you. da not come /o,, you eat and drink 
- Unworthily. This Form of Expreſſion barrs 


Pfal.26.6. 


Mea from coming without Preparation. In- 
Jeed nope of G O D's. Ordinances are to be 
ruſhed, upon without Preparation. Under the 
Old Teſtament: they prepared for Sacrifice, 
Iwill waſb mine Hands in Iunocency; ſe will I com- 


5 


ſelves," and came with me to the Sacrifice. Row. 
much more ought we to prepare for this great 
Ordinance, wherein we have a ſolemn Com- 


memoration of the greateſt Sacrifice that ever 


was, being, the Subſtance of all theſe Sacrificgs 
that were offered before it? Great 5 
tion as made alſo for the Paſſover ; How 
much mare oyght we to prepare for the Lord's 
Supper, which excells the Paſſover both in point 
of Clearneſs, and in point of Efficacy, and in 
reſpect of the Things ſignified and repreſent- 
ed; Chrif's Death VIDE here repreſented as 
already paſt and accepted.,,, 
2 H you be ſerious and earneſt in Prepara- 


tion-work, then you partake worthily, pravi- 


to come; then come and welcome. Yea 


ding yon da nat truſt to the Preparation you 
have made. When you have made ſuitable 
Preparation, then may you come to this Feaſt 
with the Maſter's Allowance, Let 4 Han 
examint bixaſelf, and ſo let him eat, &c. When 
vou have prepared your ſelyes by Self. exami- 
nation, then zou arę allowed, yea n 
, tho 
after 
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SAN. JE far the Lord t Supper. 
after much Serigyſgeſs and Diligence in Pre». 
paration-work, you do not figd. your ſelves 
ſa prepared as you wald, yet come lamenting 
your want of Preparation, and 2 995 9 him. 
for what you Want; In this Caſe C 5 will 
paſs by Fajlings, and welcome yay to his Tas. 
ble, and fill and fatixfy your Souls with good, 


„ O23 6D 6 if DES ty Spar 
I ſuppoſe then that Preparation is neceſſary 
in order to your worthy partaking.” 
That Which is 7 in the Poctrive is, 
That the Cmſider ation 15 Sin and Danger of un- 
worthy N ſhould he improven jo quicken us to 
Preparation, 


any make a 10888. f the. 
Danger: „ Shall 1 be gnilty of the, Body and 
e Bland of the Lord, 2nd eat and dripk Pam - 
« nation to my ſelf? Surely I had better far- 
bear, than run ſuch a terrible Risk as that 
is z therefore 1 am reſolved not to partake. 
This, 1 ſay, is a wrong, IF of the Danger. 
The Sin and Danger af unworthy .communi- 
cating ſhauld never. be made a Graynd. of For- 
beafance. There is vo ſuch Word in fl the 
bd nor any Thing like it; Great is 
the Sin and Panger of unworthf pattaking 
Hof the Sacrament, therefore, let it alone, 
« and do not paxtake. But the Uſe you ate 
to make of the Sin and , Danger, is ta awaken 
and quicken your Painfyhneſs and Diligence in 
Preparation. This is the Uſe that the At- 
ſtle in my Text direQs us to make of it. He 
gives Warning of the great Sin and Danger of. 
unworthy pareaking;:, Herfpr Mev Are gw 
of the Rech and Blaad of the L976, And. „ aid 
drink Pamnatian to themſelugs, Well then,what. 
ſhall ws da } Nennen. the 


Sacra- 
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=” Do this, ſays he, in Remembrance of me. 


* * 


Duty of all who are capable of Cons 


come. bete . oe den Then fach a f 
WW 1 7 J 
F | 


ommand is, to prepare end come. Your ne- t 
glecting to prepare cannot looſe you from the 
Obligation to come, The Command ſtill lies 
upon your Conſcience, and you are ſtill bound 
by it: Elſe prophane Sinners by their Neglect 
and Omiſſion in one Duty, would looſe them- 
ſelves from all 8 another. || 
2. Great in the Sin and Danger of ſlighting and 
neglect ing 550 Ordinance. 15 7 V : 
For, it is direct Diſobedicnce to the plain and 
as ; peremptory 


SEIN. II. er the Lord Supper; \. 
peremptory Command of our dy ing Saviour. 
it is a quiting the Profeſſion echo A 
and a reſiling from your baptiſmal Vow and 
Covenant. It is a great Contempt of the Or- 
dinance, as if it were a trifling Inſtitution, and 
a diſparaging Chrift's Infinite Wiſdom, Love, 
and Grace, and Care of his People, as if he had 
appointed a frivolous Ordinance. You do 
thereby greatly wrong your own Souls, by de- 
nying them their neceſſary Food. He that 
comes unworthily, . poiſons his Soul; and he 
that flights and negle&s the Ordinance, is 
guilty of ſtarving it. Laſthy, Such are guilty 
of the Body and Blood of the Lord; eſpecially 
prophane Sinners, who neglect the Sacrament 
out of Love to their Sins. They pour Con- 
tempt on Chriſt's Body and Blood, and all the 
ſweet Fruits of his Purchaſe diſpenſed in the 


| Sacrament to worthy Receivers. They do no 
ess than trample his Body and Bl 


x | under 
their Feet. 2. The Danger is alſo great. This 
follows on the former. If the. Sin be great, the 
Judgment it expoſeth to muſt be proportion - 
ably great. Such as refuſed to come to the 
Marriage-Feaſt of the King's Son were de- 
ſtroyed, as well as he that came without 4 


Wedding-Garment. The careleſs Neglect of Mat. 22. 


this holy Ordinance will bring heavy Wrath 7. 


upon the impenitent: Their Dantnafion is in- 


evitable; and their Hell will be very hot. 
Well then, we ſee that there is great Sin 
and Danger on both Hands, Therefore, when 
you think of the Sin and Danger of eating 
and drinking unworthily, that ſhould never 
de made a Ground of Forbearance, but impro- 
[En co quicken you to Preparation 3 * 


AP to Preparation SE RAM. II. 
fortexving, on run inte as great Sin and 

| er as that which you labour to avoid. 
tie Truth is, 1 cannot tell you 6f whar hand 
Fhe Sin aud Dabper is greateſt | | Therefore it 
$ dfily ſafe for you to prepate and come, in 
Obedience to chris Command. Non ſhovid 
Feaſdii with yout ſelves this, „ Cf hath 
& commanted me to do this in Remembrance 
de of him, and there is great Sin and Danget 
= ih fofbearing: Therefore in Obedience te 
te Hs Command 1 will tentute; and this 1 will 
& do. But I ſee that there is alſo greut Sin 
it and Danger in eating and drinking unwor- 
« thily : Therefore 1 will ſet ſeriouſly to 
te work, atid'eximine and prepare, as the Lord 
de will help, that 1 may pattake wotthily.” 
This is the right, Way; and GOD uſeth te 
fake this Way to profper with People. Dear 
Chri ſtians, Labour to hriug yout Conſciences 
undet the Aw and Authority of Chriſt's Com- 
nand, and do not mary your Frame by ground 
leſs Scruples: For the more you give Way to 
affected Scruples, S4 an hath the greater Ad- 
Bait againſt you, and your Doubts and 
Scruples will grow the more vpon your Hand. 


_ ," Fifthly, I come in the laſt Plate to ſhew, 
What Preparation is required to your worthy par- 
. taking of the Sacrament, that ſv you may not con- 
tract ſo great a Guilt, nor incur ſuch Banger. 
There is 4 ewofo!d Prepatarion required, ha 
bitual agd actual. 8 6 
1. Habitudl Preparation. This reſpects out 


State, and belongs to ſuch of you as are yet in 
an untenewed and unregenerate State, and 
pleaſe your ſelves with a dead and _—_ 
| Ol 


am - lo. — — 1 8 r 1 a oc 
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feſſion of Chriſtianity. - 1 ſhall therefore preſi 
this þ4bitual Preparation upon ſuch Per ſons, 
under theſe few Heads. Songs I. 29911 

( 1.) Ger Knowledge to diſcern'the Lord: Bod 
in the Sacrament. As tog many, alas! are gro- 
flx ignorant; ſo a competent Meaſure of 
Knowledge is neceſſaryito-your' diſcerning; the: 
Lord's Body, without which you cannot par- 
take worthily.. In order to this, I give you 4 
hrief Sum of what is neceſſary for you to know; 
in theſe few Articles. 1. GOD made Man 
at firſt in an holy and happy State, from 
which he ſoon fell by his Rebellion agaioſh 
GOD; and- we all having ſinned im him, arg 


thereby brought irits a moſt ſinful and mifete- 


able State, being born in Sin, and Children of 
Wrath by Sin. 2. GOD having out ef his 


meer good Pleaſure frum all Eternity; choſen 


ſome to eternal Life, did, according ta hid g4 
tet nal Counſel, ſend his only begotten Son, the 
ſecond perſan of the Holy Trinny, inte the 


World; who having aſſumed ou Narure in- 


to the Unity of his Perſon, did in that: Na- 
ture; in the Room and Place of all the Blect, 
r Obedience to the Father in 

is Life, and ſuffer all Sor ts of ſinleſs Miſeries, 
and Death and Wrath, for their Sins: And 
the Divine Nature contributing an infinite 


Worth and Value to the Obedience and Suffy- 
rings of the humane Nature in his Perſon, he 


did; thereby make full Satisfaction to Diving 
-Jaſtice for their Sins, and purchaſed fox them 
all ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings. 3. In the 
Goſpel, or the Covenaut of Grace, Chriſt, with 


all his purchaſed Benefl is, is freely offered un- 


to Sinners, and great 2 urance given thet i 
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Apnſwaſcue to Preparation St KM. II. 
wich his whole Purchaſe, ſhall be their's, upon 
their receiving Chriſt in all his Mediatory Of- 


fices, and 2 with him by Faith; the Holy 


onion Þ promiſed to all the Elect to wor k 
Faith in them. 4. The Sacrament was 
iuſtuted by Chriß, to > topic to Believers 
in him the breaking of his Body and the ſhed- 
ding of his Blood, whereby he ſatisfied Juſtice 
for their Sins, and purchaſed all neetiful- Bleſ- 
for them ; to confirm to them their 
—— him and his Sacrifice, and the Bleſ- 
chaſed thereby; and to convey to 
is Body and Blood ſpiritually for their 
am i Nouriſhment „ the Body and Blood 
of > con _— really, tho' ſpiritually, pre- 
ſent to the Faith of Believers in that Ordi- 
nance, as the Elements themſelves are to the 
outward Senſes. The Knowledge of all this 
in ſome meaſure is neceſſary, as that, without 
which you cannot diſcern Chriſt's Body in the 
Sacrament, and ſo cannot partake: worthily : 
Therefore be at wen to attain this Know- 
. Get | 4 7 f ſad id & adfal 
1. a Sev 0 war an ea 
Ps 2 For this End, think upon your Ways. 
Conſider what your Way and Manner of Life 
Hath been. Conſider your particular Sins in 
Heart and Life, of Omiſſion and Commiſſion. 
Look back upon your Lives, ànd look into 
your Hearts, and pry into every Corner of 
them. And let the Sight and Senſe of your 
particular Tranſgreſſions lead you to à Sight 
and Senſe of the original Corruption of your 
Nature. Think on the great Evil of Sin, and 
ur Miſery by it. Conſider what dreadful 
Vrath your Sins expoſe you unto. Te are 
Tn FT 76 lying 


, v Coo EET 


Sexm. I. for the Lord's Supper, Sr 
lying under the Curſe, and there is nothing 5 
between you and eternal Flames but the fleg- 
der Threed of a frail Liſe. e 93 Le? 
(3.) Seek after the Renovation and Sauttification 
of your Nature. While you are not renewed by 
Grace, your Nature is filthy and polluted and 
your Duties contract a Defilement from your 
Perſons'; For who can bring a clean thing aut of an Job 14. 4, 
unclean ?- not one. So that your beſt Duties and 
Services are loathſome and abaminable to 
GO D, and you can have no Communion with 
him in them. Again, Till you are renewed 
and ſanciſied, you have no Grace in yau, no 
Faith to feed on a crucified Chriß, no gracious 
Appetite for the Bread ot Life, no Love to 
Chriſt, no godly Sorrow for Sin, c. Well 
then, ſeek from GOD a new Heart aud a 
new Spirit. O! be earneſt for the ſanctifyigg 
Power of the Spiriz to cleanſe and purge your 
filthy Natures, and to adorn them with fq- 
ving Graces: And wait on GQ D' for this in 
all the Ways and Means of his Appointment. 
(4.) Renounce and abandon all your Sinn. Un- 
det the Old Teſtament, the poor - captive 
Woman, that was to be married ta a Man of 
any of the Tribes of Hrael, was to put off the 
Raiment of her Captivity. How much more 
ſhould” y6u' put off the old Man and your fin- 
ful Deeds, when you are to ſolemnize a Mar- 
riage with the eternal Sen of G. 0 D. O take 
heed of coming to G O D's holy Table in your 
Filthineſs. While ye are unclean, all Things 
are unelean unto you. Therefore cleanſe”a- 
way your Filthinefs; Waſh ye, male gon clean; Ia. 1. 16; 
put away the Evil of your Doings from before the 
Eyes of the LOR me And when you * 
2 aw 
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4 8. Aram nigh to G O D, cleanſe your Hands . ye Su- 


ners, and purify your He arts ye double minded. Say 


Hoſ. 14.8. with Ephraim, What have I to do any more with 


325 


* 


leer 


Idole. And come to the Sacrament with that 


Job 34. firm Reſolution, if I have dene lui, I will 


do ne more. 

(50) See to it that You receive chriſty. Wa) ole 
| with bim by Faith: And do this ſpeedily with- 
out Delay; For the Juſtice of G O P, like 
the Avenger of Blood, is purſuing you hard at 
the Heels, ready to overtake you every Mo- 
ment; and there is no Refuge but in Chriſt. 
You have loſt and deſtroyed your ſelves by Sin, 
and Cbriſt is the only Saviour for a loſt Sin- 
nèr to flee to: There is no Salvation in any other. 
There can be no gracious Communion between 
G'OD' and you, but in and through Chriſt. 
Till you get 3 himſelf, you cannot ſhare 
of his Benefits. Your: beſt and moſt ſolemn 
Duties are an Abomination, till you be in 
Chrift; and reconciled to G O D through him. 
Therefore, under the deep Senſe of your Sin 
and Miſery, flee to Chriſt, and cloſe with him 
vpon his own. Terms. Look to it that y op 


1 Chriſt in all his Mediatory O 


91. 5 


being heartily willing and content to 
ſerve him as well as to be ſaved by him, and to 
de ſaved from Sin as well as from Wrath. 
Take chriſt and his Tobe, Chriſt and his Croſs,as 
well as Chr: and his Crown : And reſolve.with 
all thelnconveniencies that may poſſibly follow 
pon your cloſing with him. And ſee that 
vou take him freely, under the deep: Senſe of 
vour utter Unworthineſs; and take him en- 
to he. your only Saviour and Redeemer, 


s vont on . Righteouſneſs, bo 


Sr RIA cat DO eos 
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all Ground of Confidence in your ſelves. © 

(.) Compls at all this 7 joining yaur, ſelves to Jer. 50, 
G O in Ge. Till you be in Covenant 4, 5. 


17 


ſe Ordinance? Conſider what dampable Hy 

h- criſy and mocking of GOD it is, $6 prolels 
ke to ſeal Covenant with G O D, if you do not 
at || really and ſincerely covenant . And as you are 
o- Bond · Slaves to Sip, ſo if you do not covenant 
;/. with G0 D, your communicating, will make 
in, your Bonds the ſtronger, and fender your 
in- covenanting with G O D more difficult tha 
er. | ever it was before. Yet I wopld got be 
en || underſtood hexe, as if 1 did make believing in 
it. | Chriſt and covenagting with G O D.quite dif- 
are || ferent Thiogs.z for they are upon the Matter 
mn one and the fame. When, you, receive Chriſt 
in J by Faith, then, you covenant with G O D; for 
im. | the Heart's cloſing. with an offered Chriſt. is 
Sin | the- very Soul and Eſſence. af covenanting; 
im | Yet; when you have cloſed with Chriſt it is ve- 
on | ry-expedicnt. to be expreſs and explicite in c0- 
Of-] -venanting. .. But O! ſee that you be ſincere in 
to || this Matter, and do not, pleaſe your ſelves 
to | with a formal or cuſtomary Way of covenant- 
th. | ing with G0 D: Be concerned to have your 
as | Hearts right with GOD in fovenanting. 
ith | Conſider what a difficult thing it is to cove- 
ow || nant with him aright. Thouſands, miſcarry 
hat here; and unſound covenanting proves a ſad 
of] Snare to them : It is a ſoft Pillow on which 
n- many Proffeſſors of Religion ſleep ſecurely in- 
er, to Hell. Therefore, ſet about this Work of 
ud Foyenanting with GOD, with much boly 
all. R 


with G0 P, what have you to do with the 


Seal of the Covenant, or with the Bleſſings of 


the Covenant that are diſpenſed in, that great 


54 A Perſwaſive'to Preparation 8E RM. H. 
Fear and Trembling, leſt ye marr the Matter, J 
and make it worſe with your ſelves. And ſee 
that you conſent heartily to all the Terms of 
the Covenant. Look to it that there be no 
ſecret Reſerve in your Engagements to GOD ; 
no Sin that you are unwilling to part with, i 
and no Duty that your Hearts cannot comply 
with. And ſee to it that in covenanting with 
G OD yon make uſe of chriſt the bleſſed Sure- 
ty of the Covenant. Lay all the Weight and 
Streſs of your performing the Duties of the 
Covenant upon his Mediation; and let all your 
5 of holding by the Bargain be built on 
2.  Altual Preparation is alſo required. This x 
reſ] our Prame and Diſpoſition, and be- 
longs to ſuch as are the Children of GO D. 
Tho? you are renewed by Grace, and have ſin- 
cerely, it may be many Years ago, cloſed with 
chriſt, and covenanted with GO D through 
him; yet you need to prepare ſo often as you 
are to partake of the Sacrament: Becauſe 
much of your natural Indiſpoſition for Duty 
eaſily recurs again; There may be much 
Deadneſs and Dulneſs, ſo: that Grace needs to on 
be excited and quickened : And tho” you may th 
be diſpoſed in ſome Meaſure for ordinary Du-fth 
ties; yet an ordinary good Diſpoſition will [mi 
not ſerye, for ſuch an extraordinary Duty asſth 
this you are now called to. --42F WG 
vers in Chriſt ? | here recommend theſe Pieces offi 
actual Preparation. © +» fob 
(1.) Examine your ſelves. This is ſo neceſ-fime 
fary, that under it the Apoſtle comprehendsfith: 


the whole of our Preparation for the Sacra-ſfriſ 
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ter, ment; and indeed no preparatory Duty cal 


5 de rightly performed if this be neglected. 
* 
no uiſt, and reconciled to G O D thravgh him. 


Labour to attain to ſome Clearneſ that it is 


omfort and Hope of Succeſs. 2. Examine 
your Sn. Labour: by Self- examination to find 


you can; and conſider eſpecially what Sins 
you have been moſt guilty of ſince you was laſt 
at the Lord's Table: Labour alſo hy Self- exa - 
mination to find out the Aſeaſure of your Sins, 
Ponder the ſeveral Aggravations of them, as 
Peing committed againſt Light, againſt Mercy, 
D. againſt ſolemn Vows and Covenant- Hngage- 


bukes from the Word and Providences of 
OD. 3. Examine your Graces, And (1) 


leat about this, that you have the Grace of 
OD in Truth, Knowledge to diſcern the 
ord's Body in the Sacrameat, Faith to feed 


he good Cheer at this great Feaſt. (2) Exa- 


he Yigour or Languor of them in your Soul. 
onſider what are the Wants of your Graces, 
ow! much is wanting to your Faith, Love, 


dbſerve what theſe Graces are wherein you are 


ends 
ICTA-® 
ent; 


that great, Ordinance for Strength and Nou- 
11 (2.) Renew 


Therefore, 1. Examine your Stare 4, H-ye be in 


» indeed ſo. This is neceſſary, that you may 
come to the Sacrament with holy Confidence, 


aut: the Number of your Sins, ſo far as poſſiblx 


ents, and againſt ſpecial Warnings and Re- 


Axamioe'the Truth: of Grace. Labeur to be 


dn him, Love to him, godly Sorrow for Sin 
hat pierced him, and a gracious: Appetite for 


line the Condition) wherein your\Graces are, 


Fc, Call out all your Graces one hy one, and 
moſt defective, that you may come to Gift in 


IF 


— ; 
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"1 (2.)" Nene your Repentanob. When you have 
diſcovered what your Sins are; renew your 
deep Humiliation and godly Sorrow for them, 


munion with G O D in that ſolemn Duty. 
There ought to be a ſpecial 'Purgarion' before 


ai 26.6 Worſhip. "I wilt waſh mine Hands in Imocency; 


Mat. 5. 6, ed at the Sacrament. Bleſſtd are they 


ſays the Pſalmiſt, ſo will 1 compaſs thins Altar, 
0 ” 0 12. 2 Wedel will be feaſt= 
that 
mourn, for they ſhall be comforted. Our Chri- 
ſtian Paſſover muſt be eaten with bitter Herbs. 
It is meet that your Heart beſet àa mourning 
for Sin, when yon come to look on a crucified 
Chriſt repreſented to you in the Sacrament, ſce- 
ing your Sins were as the Nails and Spear rhat 
pierced him. A broken _ and an r 
2 Heart will nor ſuic; . ba 
(3.) Neuem jour Covenant with G 0 D. Tho 
you have formerly covenanted ſincerely à 
Boneſtiy; yer, alas is not your Covenant 
witk G G Br rave forgotten? ls not the live- 
y Senſe of your Covenant - Engagements mucl 
worn our Hearts? Have not fr — 
Breaches of the Covenant much weakened: 
ſenſible Tie and Obligation thereof upon you | 
"own Hearts? Now, the renewing of you 
Covenant will be a good Mean tò revive thit 
Obligation. It is like caſting the other Knot 
between G0 D andqyour Sout; when — 
EKnots ate, in your Apprehenſion, like w 
looſed. Therefore ſet about the renewing 
the Covenant between GO D and you. 
in ſo —— ſpecial Eye to theſe Sins ye 
have {moſt frequently committed, and thef 
eg, 4% have moſt neglected, -ſince: 1 115 
im 


that theſe Sins may not obſtruet your Com- 


„CCC 


Hy 
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Time you covenanted with GO D: And Th 


o 


renewing Covenant, reſolve through” G 

upon more Care to keep Covenant. If you are 
not reſolved to take more Pains, to be more 
watchful againſt Sin, and more diligent in 
Duty ; if you are not teſolved to he more ho- 


ly, more ſpiritual, mare lively, and more. 


tender; to what Purpoſe do ys renew your 
Covenant ? | A 5 N 158 a : 7 15 b 2 8 6 J 

(40 Excite and fit ip the Gract "of G 
in you, eſpecially your Sacramental Graces, 


There may be a great Reſtraint upon your 
Graces, ſo that they do not flow out in Exer- 


ciſe. Grace may be much quenched by Sin, 
or deadned by too much. Converſe with the 
World: Therefore ſtir up the Graceof GOD 
that is in you. It is ary in order to your 
worthy partaking, that'Grace be in Exerciſe: 
For in the Saerameat 16 catnes to feaſt 
with you, as well us you with Him; but if 
Grace, be not in Exereife, you have nothing 
ready for his Entertainment, nothing to 
feaſt, delight, and fatisfy him. Again, 
All Acts of Communion between Chriſt and us 


the are mutual. As there are Influences and 


Communications of Grace on his part, ſo there 
muſt be Grace in Exerciſe on your part; 
| ard muſt ſend forth the Smell 


ny your 1 
thereof. I cannot ſay that it is neceſſary to 


your wor thy partaking that Grace be in a live- 


4 ly Exerciſe; becauſe ſerious Chriſtians may 


warrantably come to the Sacrament under 
much ſpiritual Deadneſs, providing they be 
ſeaſible of it, and lament and bewail it, and 


make it their Errand to Chriſt 4n that Ordi- 
y nance to get Life _ Quickning. But it is 


neceſ- 


"Ip 
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5 eſlary, — 0 to re warthy. partaking, 

you carneſtly endeavour. to have, Grace 

rl eng Paſir W nd ke ſhake 

| ofyour N logs, a ſtir up your 
Hearts. Ch our own Hearts for their 
Belt Ae Call i in all that i is with- 

[- you 10 do its proper Work; Uſe quick - 

rouzing Medi 1 : Cry for the 

quickning Influences of the Spirit of Grace 

| and, fee * el JN Ik Fan 2 id 
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* babe the Lamb of: GOD, which tak 


bo 20 away the Sin of the. Werld.. 

__ HE great Wark 'of this Solemuity it 

857 right J. 10 Tap ag Chriſt. the 1 7 
A tone 
* 129 Look. of Ng we are happy for ever. 
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John the Baptiſt was ſent before. 4s Chriſt's 
I Fore- runner, and did accordingly give Te. | 
NI ſtimony of bim very faitbfully: But amongſt 
all the Teſtimonies ever. John gave of Chriſt, 
vor nave is more full and clear than this in wy 
"2 10 t. FA 

1 e Criſt having RY fram hls Temptati- 
bons in the Wilderneſs, comes and [honours 
Jobn's Miniſtry with his Preſence, FJolm ſee- 
ling him, gives him a noble Teſtimony, and 
calls his Hearers to behold him. Fobw did 
qo H 2 point 


A 


cn, be Lamb of GOD. SAN. II. 


int him ont per ſonally, as being come in the 
ech Bot we point bim out _to_you in the 
Zolpel am eſpecially in his Supper, 
js ckarly'repreſenget as % Lamb of & © D 
nope crifice for ont Sins: And as. John 
called his Hearers, ſo dò we call yob, Bebeld 


the be OMe. of - 9 D, which g lau ben Sin of 


gy theſe Words we have, * The Deſignati- 
on giden tu Chrift, [the]; Lamb of G 0 P, or 
Far Lamb of GOD. Tbe great Anti-type 
and Subſtance of all the Lambs offered in Sa- 
crifice under the Law, and eſpecially of the 
Paſchal Lambs; they were all but Types and 
Shadows of him : So that hereby Joh, labpurs 
to draw the Minds of the Jews off from theſe 
Shadows to the Subſtance. 2. Chriſt's Work and 
Office ; He taketh:awny tie din of the World. By 
* e World here, we are not to underſtand every 
Man and Woman in the World; for tis plain 
that Chriſt doth not take away their Sins. 
But this Term the World is here uſed indefinitely, 
to denote a conſiderable Number of all 55 
ons, Ages, and Ranks of Men: and this 
agreeable to the common and natural signs. 
cation of this Phraſe, which in ordinary Speech 
8355 not neceſſarily import every one of Man- 
ind, but is of a much narrower Si nification, 
rue it is, they are a tern definite 229 
ber whoſt rs are taken away by Chriſt; 
they are here expreſt indeſinitely by this eo, 
the World. (1) To ſhew the Difference be- 
tween the Lamb of GOD and the Sarrifites 
under the Law; They were offered only tor 
pe 4 but the Lamb o of G'O | D was of. 
WE People a wal Trans, ws 


3 wherein | 


Hymn 0 hu DO. DS TR AO H SH; 
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. r nifithe Le of GOD: 6, 
e | well as Jews. (2) To corred the narrow and 

e J uncharitable Tho 1115 of the Jet, w i ma- 

5 gin 4 that none ſhould reap Benefit by the 

1 


57 pp but the Children of Fan 
e are gregtly miſtaken; He is a Savio oor 

tg er Nations of the World as Weft as for 

of 4 Jews. . Hence ths 11 75 bak: "oor 
is the Propitiation far. our Sins; 4 OE 

i- why, bat al 0 15 the Sins 0 the World | Jo. 2. 2. 
r | Now, Chriſt's Work an dos ce is . a 
pe ff the Sin of the ola: Sin, in the-fingular 
+ | Number, that is, all 21 ; He takss them. a- 
ie || way at one Stroke, by one Offering- * be "A 
d || Word in phe Original ſighifies to beer N and. 
rs || to bear it ſo as to bear ir away, 10 did. | 
ſe by bearing our Sins, he takes. them aw 1210 
1d It may be, an an Allyhan to the N | Lev. 16. 
By This Chop did as a ſacrificed Lamb, as a Sa- 22. 
ry || crifice offered to & P. ig our Stead... 3. We 
in || have the Duty r equired with reſpe \ to. Vim, A 
ns. || Behold the Lamb ef g 1. John p Hiots "him 
ly, || ovt as it were with; * Finger. Ibis is che, 
ti⸗I Defire of al Nat, Tkis is he whog wo have 
is long looked for; 2 [Fi is the great crificey 
fi- | the Conſolation - 0 Aral, the 11 755 Mere 
<< || promiſed to our Fathers, Set your | Eyes. o 
n- him; obſerye and conſider” him ole and eG 
n. | yout abe dur Heart. | b $ 
m- This Text bg full; of Matter, * can but 
ret || glance at Things 1 very great 8 and 
m, therefore require Thur more en ttention.. 
be- Thete are three Dottyines that art obvious to - 
tes us in theſe Words, as 1. Chriſt is the i | 
for | of GOD. | 2. Cbyi the Lamb, of 
of tales away the Sins, 4 7 5 


bh r Cle e faint bel 


* 
: 6L 
o 
* 


A the Lanz of & OD. Sz na; Pb 


IA wos c 63 0 CY 1 A. 


© Obſer:/x : . 10 the true Lamb of « G 0 9. 


5 He is here, 1. Rep reſented under the Nation 
e, e .Þ 


Firſt „Hi is re preſented under the Nite of 4 


Hl e is Þ called here, and v. 36: an 
req vent! in the Book of the Revelation. He 
# called Lamb, in Allaſioo' to the Lathe offe- 
red in "Sacrifice under the Old. Teltameat, 
Diverſe other Beaſts were offer ed in Sacrifice; 
TE John chooſes. rather to A005 to 9 the Lambs 
at were offeted. 1. Becauſe a Lamb is an 
Emblem of In jogence and Meekneſs: 80 7 


* 7. was holy, harmleſs „ undefiled, and ſeparate. fro 


See, add the great Pattern of Meekneſß and 
1 e never to be paralelled: 


Iſa. 53. 7. For, be 19 brought as a L. * the Slay fe and 


Exod, 
28 


2 1 She before ber 97 70 11 d 
bis Mauth. ' 2. With a f cal Reference 10 
fi daily Sacrifice, and to the Paſchal Lamb. 

1. With a Reference to the daily Sactificer 
Lambs, were often uſed in Sacrifice; but the 
Uſe of them in the dally Sacrifice was moſt fre- 
quent and conſtant, being offered Morning an 


29. Evening contitiually. 80 Gift the true Lamb 


is our ccrn, 'Propittarion, whoſe Ble 
aks continually. He is our daily Lamb, to 
1 reſented by us to GOD Fer Morning 
reſented by uh to G © as the only Means 
of dur Attonement; and we muſt daily make 
uſe of his Sacrifice. | 4 ain, As the Lambs 


offered in the daily Sacrifice were doubled 'on 


the Sabbath-day ; ſo on the Zord's Day there 


ought to be 7 more ſolemn Remembrance 


— 
89 + 


of 


peru. n. e . GOD: | 63 | 


18 Paſchal Lamb: For t ® 
Figute and Type df chriſt under the Old Tafta- 


of Chriſt as our Lamb ſacrificed. for us. 
2. With a moſt {pal Reference to the 
at was the moſt folema __ .... 


ment, and did moſt fully expreſs both the De- 


. ſign of his Office, 'and the Nature 6f his Suffe - 
| figs. Hence he is called, Our Paſſover : ſacrifi- x Cor. 5; 


cd for us., This eſpecially is the Type to7. 
ane ohn alludes in ny Text. bund nt 

on the Reſemblance deten Chriſt and the 
Paſchal Lamb :, 1 only mention theſe. Toy 
Things. I. The Paſchal Lamb was a Type o . 
Chriſt in his Death: As it was flaln, ſo was be: 

As the Blood of it was ſhed, ſo was his Blood 

for out Sins: As it was roſted with Fire, ſo 

was he roaſted in the Hire of G O D's Wrath, 

whick had the Bitter ueſt of a thonſand Deny 

Hence the Pſalmiſt, 4 « Type of Chriſt, cr . 
out, Heart i L like As it is melted in ” Plal. 22. 
iat of my Bowels. th Wrap is dried wp like 5 

a Pafieard,; and my avith to my . 

O tle ſcorching hehe our dearRedeem- 

er, "when he ſtood in our Room and Place 1 

2, The Children of Iſrael 1 to n the 


Lintel and two fide Poſts of Doors with * 
the Blobd of the Paſchal Lamb, Fg that ſecu- 
Ired them from the deſttoying el, oo flew 


the firft born of the Egyptians : 155 muſt our 


Y Hearts be ſprinkled with rhe Ploch of Ori 


and that ſecutes us from the ede og 
Wrath and Juſtice of G O D; For being gh Rom. f. . 
ed by bis Blood, 'we ſhall be ſaved from Wrath 

through bim. *Tis only Ad the one of 

this Blood that we can be ſafe from a Storm 

and Tempeſt of Divine Wrath. 3. The +! -'-* 
Children Hue were to cat the Lani | g 2 B. + an 


ys * ul "iy 
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amb of G O 5 ſpiritually by Faith 
Johis, 53. Fahy the 45 of the Son of Man, ſays. our 
hung R and. drink lood,, Je have 10 . in 
"The; Lamb.of G D that was given' as a 
Nate ta, Divine Juſtice, is alſo given as 
Poel far our Souls. The Paſchal Lamb was 
both a Sacrifice and a, Feaſt, ; So Cr: gave 
himſelf a Sacrifice to Divine Juſtice for, our 
ins; and this. Sacrifice, in regard of the 
leſſed- ruits of it, is returned to us as a Ban- 
1 Cor. 5 Hence the Apoſtie ſays, Even Chriſt our 
7, 8. Hover i i⸗ ſacrificed for ws ; therefore let us keeg 
the Feaſt; And as they. were ta eat the whole 
Lawh,; nothing being to be left; ſo muſk we 

cloſe. with and make uſe of a whole 1 

There nothing 1 in him to be refuſed. 


21 (1 Secondly, Chrift is here called, the Lach 10 
G0 D All Lambs being G O D's. Creatures, 
might Arete be called hi; and the Lamps 

ppointed. for Sacrifice, as alſo the Paſchal 
Laube were bis in a ſpecial manner, being ſet 
apart for theſe Uſes by his ſpecial Appoint- 
ment. But tis Chriſt's Prerogative char þ he I ; 
[The] Lambof G O B, ot C Tha] Lamb e G 0 
And he map be ſo called. y way G Dewan? 
| ftration, [ That Lamb that oy {poken, of * 
the Prophets ; this is he. 2. By way of 
to puta Difference between him and 
al Lambs. That Lamb of G O Das 455 
Deſigned and ſet apart by GO P ig his 

5 e tie Fre 

1 Pet. 1, demption, being ſore. ardained before the Founga: 

my tion of the World. * parated by GO 

tom rs by ix Sal lgestiol, to be a 


perfect 
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85 1 Il. E the Lambof GOD, bf 
perfect Sacrifice. . The Power of the * Higheſt a“ Luk. 1.35 
verſhadowing his Mother; that which ſhe con- x 
ceived, was an, Holy Thing. (3) Sentby GOD © 
into the World with a Commiſſionand loſtru- 
Eons to accompliſh the Work of Redemption 
I came down from Heaven, ſays. he, not to do mine Joh. 6. 28 
own Mill, but the, Will of him that ſent me. (4 | 
Prepared, fitted and furniſhed. by GOD for 
the Work. G O D prepared. him a Body and Heb. 10.6. 
a, Soul, and filled him; with. the Spirit: above Joh. 3. 34. 
Meaſure. (5) Accepted by G O D, who ſmel -. 
led a ſweet Savour. from his Sacrifice. He is Eph» 5. 2 
that Lamb of G 0 Dy the only Lamb and. Sa- | 
crifice accepted for itſelf; other, Lambs being 
accepted, ooly as they were Ty pes and Repre- 
ſatations pf ch,, „ 4 bak „ 

| Uſe 1. See here the Greatneſs af Chriſt's Suf- 
ferings, and his admirable Love therein. He 
was ſo uſed as the Paſchal Lamb was, roſted, 
and , wholly roſted, in the Fite of GO:D's 
Wrath, for our Iniquities. ; How wonderful 
is it, that he ſhopld be content to leave bis 
Father's Boſom, that he might ſuffer the moſt; 
exquilite-Pains and Torments both in Soul and 
Hody, and that for ſuch vile Worms as we 
are.! O the Breadth, and Length, and Depth, and Eph. 37 
Height of the Love of Chriſt, mbich paſſeth the 8, 19. 
Knowledge of all created Being | 
. Uſe 2. See here the Neceſſity of Faith in Chriſt. 
Tho! the Blood of the Paſchal. Lamb was ſhed, 
yet that did not ſecure the Hraelites from the 
deſtroying Angel, unleſs they had ſprinkled it 
on the Lintel and two fide. Poſts, of their 
Doors; So neither can Chriſt's Blood ſhed on 
Fox Croſs ſecure vs from the Wreth:and Ju- 

ice of GO P, _ it is ſprinkled " __ | 

RE? ouls, 


* 
— 
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65 * Cit, hank ;f 60D. ; "Shak m. 

r ret. a Souls. Hence we read of 'the ſprinkling” "of the _ 
. _ Blood: of F'ESUS: And it is ſprinkled- on our! 

Rom. 3 part only by Faith, called therefore Faith in hit 

27 load.” The Wrath of GOD will unavoid- 

ably came on all e are not prihkled 


_ withthisBlood, 
De 3. Fry if he be your WY "He is the 
| Lamb of GOD» But he uſt de your”'s too by 


your Choice and Acceptance of him, elſe you 
can expect no by him. But how ſhall 
we know if he be our's ?/ If he be hour , you will 
ſtudy to be like him, and learn of him to be 
Mat. 11. meek and lowly as he is. Come to me, ſays he, 
28, 29. and lamm of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
Heart. Again, Have ye ever, under a deep 
Senſe of Sin and Apprehenſſon of deſerved 
Wrath, fled to him, 80 cloſed with him, as 
the only expiatory Sacrifice for Sin? And had 
you. everifucha Diſcovery of his incomparable 
Rxcellency, as raiſed him high in your Eſteem, 
above all that can be dear and precious to 
you; ſo that you count all Things but Loſs 
Thi Dung for him? Try 49.24 Elves by. theſe 
'hings:: 5 
Dſe 3. Here! is Ground of Convſore fo Bilievers - 
to you who have fled to Chrift, and receiyed 


him by Faith. Beiog ſprinkled with the Blood 


of the Lamb of G O D, you are in a ſecure and 
ſafe State, and may bid Defiance to any to 
bring a condeinning Charge againſt you. The 
Malice of the Devil can have no Power over 
3 the Juſtice of GO D no Plea againſt 
True it is, your Deliverance is not yet 
rfetted. As Pharaoh purſued the Children of 

. Hrael, after they had eſcaped from their Bon- 
Gage in . ; I after your Deliverance from 
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SER M. III. Chriſt, the Lamb of GOD... 
Four natural Bondage, Seren may purſbe you; 


but he ſhall not — yon, ſo as to bring 


vyou back to your: old: Bondage again: Nor 
-ſhall the Red Sea of Death ſwaow wp /thbſe 


that are No wor ta the Blood of this 
12 | 


A oo red lone ere Hur hot. 
Uſe 5. A8 the children of Hrael did eat the 
Paſchal Lamb, fot invite you to come and feed 


en ie ſlain Lamb cf. O D. Here L ſhall ſpeak 


à little. 1. Of aer rn 2. Of 
Spiritual Ear ig. 
1. Of Sacramental Eating. As thelQuitdrin of 

:Tfrael did eat the Paſc hal Lamb, and fo cole- 
brate that Ordinance; ſo ought; Chriſtians to 
eat and drink at the Lord's Table: For as that 
was the Old Teſtament C mmunion, ſo is this 
the Ney Teſtament Paſſover; and the Com- 
maad to partake. is no leſs expreſs for the one 
than it was for the other: Do this, fays Chriſt, 


ain Remember ande of me. © Conſider! 1. Whoſe 
Command this is: Tis his Command whom 


you profeſs to be your Lord and Saviour. 2. 
When he gave this Command: Ii the Nig hi 
wherein he wasiberrayed,) when he was drawing 
near to Death; thetefore it is the more to be 
regarded. Eſpecially, conſidering, 3. That it 
is a Command fo much for your on Good. 
©! there is much Good to be gotten at the 
Sacrament, if you come in a worthy manner. 
But ſome may ſay, „ Gladly would we 
% come to the Dord's Table to Day, but we 
&:;aremot prepared. This leads me to ſpeak 
a Word to two ſorts of Perſons: among you. 
1. Is there any poor ſenſible Sinner here that 


hath wholly neglected Preparation work, but 


mow laments and regrates it? To ſuch an 
I 2 5 R one, 


% 
7 4 Q 575 


75 95 


. Chriſt, the Lamb of GOD. Sr kn. III : 
OMP RL . Dim TN HY .,- Su > - 
| pe: I ſay, That want of Preparation may in 
- Tome reſpeqgt be made up now, if you will take 
| 3 D's Counſel; therefore I make a free Of- 


r of chriſt to you: If you will now renounce 


all lniquity with Grief and Shame, and quite 
Confidence in any Righteouſneſs of your own, 


and accept of a whole Chriſt freely in all his 


Offices, and make a ſolemm entire and hear ty 
Reſignation of your ſelves to him, to be wholly 
and for ever his: I ſay, if now, through 


Grace you do ſo, if now you. conſent: heartity 


2 Chr. 


o 


J 2 | 4 4 


to theſe gracious Terms, then it is a Bargain 


between him and you, and he and all his pur- 


chaſed Benefits are your's; and 1 do, in the 
Name of my Great Lord and Maſter, invite yqu 
to come to his Table. Come and ſeal the Bar- 
gain; come and get Infeftmenit in all the new 

Covenant Bleſſings: But come humbled for 
your Neglect of Preparation, and cry for Mex- 
cy, and flee to the Blood of Chrift ; And the 


o. Good Lord par don every one that thus prepartth bis 
Heart do ſerł G O D, tho" he be not cleanſed a> 


cording to the Puri ficat ion of the Santtuary. 2. Are 
there any ſerious Cbriſtiaus here, wha hate 
been diligent through Grace in Preparation- 


work, and yet after all lament that they are 


very much unprepared, and know not what 
1 do? To ſuch, I ſay, that ſenſe of want of 

reparation, after Diligence and Seriouſneſs 
in preparatory Duties, ſhould not hinder you 
from coming to the Lord's Table, if you are 


', July affected with the ſenſe of what you want 


Vea more, after much Diligence and Seriouſ- 
neſs in Preparation- work, the more true hum- 
bling Senſe you bave of your own Unfitneſs, 
Vapworthineßs, and Want of Preparation, tit 
nr r NE A . 
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the better, d you ate the more w elcome = 
& Chriſt's. Table. But come deeply "Med 
with the Senſe of *your Wants, and rome on 
this Deſign to e ſopphed. 2 Bet 
go on to ſpeak a little 5171 1:2208J 
2. Of bee Eutmg· Seeing the Poſchel 
Lamb was a Type of Chriſt our Nasen ber, 
both as a Sacrifice and as a Feaſfti, therefore as the 
dren of Iſrael were to eat the Lamb, ſo they 
were to feed on Chriſt in that Ordinauee: And 
doubt leſs this was the Work and Exerciſe of 
Believers among them. 80, in the 
per, we are to feed by Faith on Ch the Lab 
of G'O D that was ſlain. This Duty it plainhy 
implied i in the * of tnſtirvtion? Tale, rat, 
this is my Body is the New Teſtament in 
my Blood, 4505 ye Th 74 Tale, eat and Avint, 
_ is, take 25 N and feed on him. There 
is an 1 reſs Com mand to feed on the Ele- 
ments of Bread and Wine; and an Nerd 
mand to feed on iſ t ine dor l 
Well then, I invite yen to come and bed 2 
on the Lanb of G0 B in »this great Ordi- : 
nance. Need 1 tell ob of the Excelſeney f 
the Food? My Fleſp is Meat indeed, Tays Thrift; Joh. 5.55: 
and my Blood is Drink indeed. All bodily! Res 
freſhments are but vain and empty in Compa- | 
riſon of the Lamb of G P, and afford but i 
Shadows of that Sweetneſs and Refreſhment; ; 
Strength and Life, that he communicates: to 
door hungry Souls: ! And ſerious Chtiſtians." 
need not doubt of Welcome. If you lament 
your natural Enmity againſt G O D, and lay 
down the Weapons of your Rebellion againſt } 
him, by renouncing all Iniqdity, and embrace 
the A N og Poace . oh che 'Then 
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78 om Pbrift, the Lamb of G OD. S E M. III ha 
Grace hath made yu Friends; and the Sacra: 

ment is a Feaſt for Friends ; and the Maſte 


calls yams, and will welcome you, and give y 
Cant. 5. 1. Kind Entertainment. Eat, O Friend, drinkp"c 

- yra, rok abungantly,. O. helouedl. ne 
Tpberefore 1. Get 4 deep Senſe of jour ſpirituaſſted 

Neceſſities and Mam. Fonder ſeriouſly: wWhaHHo 
Deadneſs and Dulneſs of Heart, what ſpiritoalÞir 


Leanneſs and Barrenneſs, what ſad Decays of 

Soul there are, and how much is lacking tofff : 

your Faith, Love and other Graces 3. labour 

to come with the deep Senſe of all this upon 

Jour Heart. 2. Come: with.;believing Appre. 

_benfoms of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. There is all that 

in him and to be had from him, that can do 

vour Turn abundantly: He is Soul-reviving, f 

Soulſtrengthning, Soul- reſtoring, and Soul-ſſ 

refreſhing Food; 3. Cry for a ſtrong: Appetite, bi 
enlarged Deſires after this Bread of Life : For 

Pſal. 107. he fatisfies the longing Soul, and fills the hungry Sou 

Ye with Goodnafs. 4. Reuxe up your Faith: For tis 

by Faith you muſt feed on the Lambof G On 

Narr. 9. 24 Say with that Man, Lord, I believe; hely then 

mine Unbelief- Be earneſt with G OD to teach 

you that practical Myſtery of feeding by Faith ſj 

on the ſacrificed-Lamb of GOD. F. Eat the 

Lunb of 'G O Das the Children of Iſrael did eat 

And here l recommend theſe Things. 

1Cor. 53. . 1. Eat your Chriſtian Paſſover with the: 'un- 

teavened Bread of Sincerity-and Truth. The Great 

King and Maſt er of this Feaſt looks into the 

Heart, and neither can nor will/ be put off 

with fair outward Appearances and Shews of 

Devotion Hypoctiſy is hateful and loathſome 

to him: But he takes great Pleaſure in os 

8 that 
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T hat come in Truth and Sincerity. Such at Prov. 11. 
right in their Way are Me- And he wills. 0 
rely, manifeſt i d 

2. Eat it with bitter, Herbe, 8 
nd Grief of Heart ;for, Sin. it ve love him 

ew it by mournin düsen for Si in that pier- 
ed hi Bitterneſs Soul for In. will make 
700 rell the Ac, 1 Chriſtin this Or- 
Piaance. Come with laing 908 bleeding; 
carts... - 

321 deen nt ibat Ta in Exod: xii. Its. 
vhere the Lord gives Direction to the Children 
ponſſþf 1/-ael, how. to eat their firſt Paſſover 3: Thus 
J ye eat it, ſays he, with your Loins girded,your _ 
2025 on your Feet, and your Staff in your 


Hand + 
ind ye ſhall eat it in haſte ʒ it is the Lord's, Paſſa- 
ver. Whence it is evident, that they were to 
at their fir ſt Paſſover in the Geſture and Ha- 
dit of Pilgrims, being preſently after it to en- 2 
er upon their Journey toward Canaan. And 
Soul that Journey being a Figure of the Believer's 
”tisourney and Pilgrimage toward Heaven 3. 
doubtleſs it was the Will of GOD that his 
People, in eating the Paſſover, ſnould remem- 
ber that they were but Pilgrims and Strangers 
in the Earth, and that they ſhould: labour for 
ſuch a Frame and Diſpoſitiom as might ſuit; 
their State and Condition: So do ye. Dear 
Ioriſti ans, Remember that ye are Pilgrims and 
Strangers in the Earth, journeying toward 
Itbe Heavenly Canaan; and your Journey and; 
Pilgrimage may be near to an End; Death 
may be at hand. Therefore, as the Children ef 
Iſrael, in eating the firſt Paſſover, were in a 
Readineſs for preſent. Journey; ſo in partak+! 
ing # the Sacrament, Rudy: to be in a 8 , 
NTT | 
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72 Crit, e- Lang of GOD. Sauk. if 
ness to take your Leave of all your earth]; 

Comforts and Enjoyments; and to paſs through 
the Jordan of Death into Emmanuel's Land 
Labgùr to go about the Work of this Day, as 

if Death were juſt at your Back. 
| - Particularly; Eat your Chriſtian Paſſover, 
1 pet. 1. 15 With your Loins girded. 'Gird' up the Loins e 
13. your Mind. Obſerve what theſe Things are 
that are apt to diſtract, diſquiet and diſcom- 
poſt your Minds; and watch, and ſtrive, and 
cry to' GOT againſt them. Gird up your 
Loins, and buckle to yohr Work. Cry to 
GOD to ꝑird the Strength of your Soul toge- 
pfal. 86. ther: Unite my Heart to fear thy Name, ſays the 
11. P/almiſ#. So unite my Heart to act Faith 
and Love, and other Graces. ' 2. Eat it with 
Ephc6. 15, ybur Shots on your Feet, having your Feet ſhod with 
the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace. Come to 
the Sacrament with a holy Preparedneſs and 
Readineſs to run GR Errands; a Readi- 
neſs to do and ſuffer whatever you may be cal- 
led to. 3. Eat it with your Staff in your Hand: 
Leaning on Chrift in the Promiſes, that you 
Eph.6.10, may be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of his 
Might. Take this Staff in your Hand, and 
fear not. Lean on him for Grace to help you 
in the great Work of this Day ; and lean on 
him for Grace and Strength ro enable you. to 
do and ſuffer for him. 4. Eat your Chriſtian 
Paſſover in Haſte. As the Children of Iſrael 
were to haſten toward Canaan; ſo ſhould: ye 
haſten toward your Heavenly Canaan. Dear 
Chriſtians, Let it be your Work and Buſineſs, 
on this ſolemn Occaſion, to make haſte Home. 
It ſhould he the Joy of your Heart to think of 
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being at Home with Chriſt: Therefore mind 
5 your 


$2 AM. III. Chrift, che Lamb bf GOD: 
your Face Heiven-ward ; grow faſt in Grace 


OY 
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and Holineſs. Make it your Buſineſs in the 


Uſe of this great Ordinance, to make ſome 


conſiderable Advances in your Pilgrimage to- 
ward Heaven. Labour to get ſome Advan- 


tage over Corruption; and to hate Grace in- 


creaſed and ſtrengthted, that it may be Rill 
ripening toward Glory. ; 


away the Sins of his People. 
| He takes away Sin as a ſacrificed Lamb i 
For the Alluſion iti my Jes is not to the 
Lamb as a Creature, but to the Lamb as a Sacri- 


fice: This was the great End of Chriſt's Incate ;- .. 


nation, Death and Sufferings; To finiſb T anſ- Dan. 9. 24 
preſſion, to make n End of Sim, and to made Re  _ 
conciliation for Iniquity. He appeared to put æmay Heb.g.26, 
Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf This is a funda- 
mental Doctrine of the Goſpel, known and acc. 
knowledged by all true Christians. And ye know, 1 Joh. 3.3. 
fays the Apoſtle, that he was manifeſted to tale 0 
WM 

Crit the Lamb of GO D takes away Sin; 

by bearing it in his own Perſon. As 1 aid, 

the Word in my Text ſignifies both to bear Sn, 

and ſo to bear it as to bear it away: So did 
Chriſt, 1. He bore our Sins. He bore them in 1 Pet. 2.24 


_ his own Body on the Tree. Having ſubſtitute 


himſelf in our Room and Place, The LORD Ifa.53.6, 


id on him the Ini quities of us a; and he took 12. 
ther on himſelf: So that he ſuffered the Pu- 
ne niſhment due to them, the ſame Puniſhment 
that we deferved. Hence he is ſaid to be 
made 4 Curſe far us, TJ to have * Gal. 3.10. 
4 ang 


74 I: Chriſt takes away Sin, SFERAM. III. 
Iſa. 53. 4+ and carried our Sorrows, 2. le hereby took 
; them away from us. | Des 

I 0 clear this, conſider that Chrift's raking 
away Sin is either meritorious or applicative. 
I. Meritorious. Thus, he . away Sin on 
the Croſs, by the Sacrifice of himſelf. For 1. 
He did thereby make Attonement for Sin, and 
explated the Guilt of it, that it might never 

| Heb. 1. 3. beimputed to his People: By himſelf he purged 

1 Joh.2.2; our Sins. Hence he is called, the Propitiation for 

bur Sins. Therefore our bleſſed Lord gave 

Luke 24, Commiſſion to his Apoſtles, to publiſh the For- 
27. giveneſs ot Sin as the Fruit of his Death. We 
Eph. 1. 7, have the -Forgivenzſs of Sins through his | Blood. 

2. By his Sacrifice he purchaſed the Holy Spirit 
to free his People from the Power and Polluti- 

Rom. 6. 5. on of Sin, Hence ?tis ſaid, That our old Man 

fs orucified with Chriſt, that the Body of Sin might 

Ve deſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve 
Tit. 2. 14. Sin. And that he gave himſelf for us, that he 

might redeem us from all Iniquity. And that he 

1 Pet. 2. bare our Sins on his own Body on the Tree, that we 
5 being dead to Sin, might live unto Righteouſneſs. 
| He purchaſed Grace to ſubdue our Love to 

and Delight in Sin, and to turn our Hearts 
from Sia to GO D. Thus he hath taken a- 
way Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf : And this 
he hath done oxce for all, ſo that there needs 
no Repetition of his Sacrifice and Offering; 

Heb. 10. For by one Offering he hath perſected for ever them 
14. that are ſanttified. f e 

2. There is a taking away Sin by Chriſt, 
which is applicatiue, at and after the Sinners 
cloſing with him by Faith: And ſo his Work 
in taking away Sin is not done all at once, but 
by Degrees. The Word in my Text denotes a 
F | F Gontinuch 
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S ERM. III. as the Lamb of GOD. 

continued Act; The Lamb of G O D that is ta. 

king away Sin. *Tis a Thing he is always a 

doing. He is every Day taking away Sin. 

This is his conſtant and continual Employment 

and Buſineſs; and it wilt never be compleated 

till Time ſhall be no more: And he isemploy- 

ed herein, by his continual Interceſſion in 

Heaven, and hy the conſtant Influence of his 

Spirit and Grace on Earth. | © 
Particularly 1. As to the Guilt of Sin. Chriſt 

takes that away, when the poor Sinner, upon 

his cloſing with him and laying hold on his 

Sacrifice, is abſolved from eternal Wrath 

and Condemnation : For there is no Condemna- Rom. S. 1. 

tion to them that are in Chriſt. And to him give Act. 10.43 

all the Prophets witneſs, that through his Nam, © 

whoſoever believeth in him ſhall receive Remiſſion , -—- 

of Sins- Chriſt the Surety having paid the 

Debt, the believing Sinner muſt be difcharged, 

ſeeing it is not conſiſtent with Divine Juſtice 

to exact the ſame Debt twice. Hence a Chal- 

lenge is made to all the Believer's Adverſaries 

to bring an effectual Charge againſt him. Who Rom. 8. 

ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of G © D's Elect ? 33, 34. 

It i: GOD that juſtifieth , who is he that con- 

demneth ? It is Chrift that died, yea rather that is 

riſen agaip, &c. This is perfect at firſt ; but 

on the great Day it ſhall be manifeſted and de- 

clared by a publick and final Sentence. Hence 

that Day is on this Account called che Time of Act. 3. 195 

Refreſhing. 2. As to the Power and Pollution 

of Sin. Chrift takes that away, when at firſt 

Converſion by the Power of his Grace and 

Spirit, he brings down the ſtrong Holds of Sin 

in the Soul, and cleanſes the Soul from the 

Deformity of it. Hence it is ſaid, _— Tit.3.5,6 

: = a 
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74 Chriſt takes away Sin, 8ER M. III. 
2 waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing of Icic 
the Holy Ghoſt ,, which he ſhed on us abundantly ID 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. And his Blood J 
Hcb. 9.14. is ſaid to purge the Conſcience from dead Works. Nye 
Ĩ)!uis he doth not all at once; but it is a Work . 
he is ever a doing, and catrying on in the % 
Hearts of his People toward Perfection. Hence 
the Apoſtle prays for the further Sanctification W 
of Believers; And the very & O D of Peace, ſays ex 
1 Theſſ. z. he, ſanctiſy you wholly. 3. As to the Being and Nav 
22. Inherence of Sin: chriſt takes that away at 
=; Death. The Canaanite is ſtill left in the Land, Fae 
to keep Believers in Exerciſe, and to put £G 
them upon a conſtant believing Dependence on = 
Chriſt, But at Death Sin fhall be utterly abo- Hof 
Heb: 12. liſhed; For in Heaven the Spirits of juſt Men ¶ br 
23. are made perfect. At Death the Blood of the 10 
3 Lamb ſhall perfect what it hath begun, and I be 
crown the Soul with an everlaſting Victory. S. 
Die 1. Then fall in with Cris gracious Ilt 
Deſign, by parting with, and putting away NH 
all your Iniquities. Oh! will ye hold faſt Sin, Im 
when it is Chriſt's Work to take it away? ly 
|; Will ye do what in you lies to make his Co- Ih. 
| ming and Death in vaio and of no Effect, and I h. 
[ to put your. bleſſed Redeemer to Shame? I be 
1 80 D forbid. Seeing he came, and gave Ia. 
himſelf a Sacrifice to G O D, that he might I fc 
take away Sin; ſee that ye part with your N 
Sins, Renounce and abandon all Iniquity with V 
Grief, Shame, and holy Indignation. This Ia 
is nothing elſe, bat what your own Belief and || t! 
2 Tim, 2. Profeſſion obliges you to: Let every ove that na- It! 
19. meth the Name of Chriſt depart from Iniquity, I n. 
| _ If you live and die in your Sins, you will be Ia. 
al left without Excuſe, ſeęing there is a ſuff- 1 
| | ö 


| 
| 
| 
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SAM. III. as.the Lamb ef GOD. 77 
cient, Remedy provided and offered; and the | 
Day is coming when a Sight of the Lamb of 
60 D will be moſt terrible to yon, fo that 
you ſhall call to tbe Mountains and Rocks, Fall on Rev.6.16. 
vs, and hide us from the Face of him that, ſitteth on 
the Throne, and from the Wrath of. the Lamb. 
Uſe 2. O Sinners come to Chriſt, and cloſe 

with him as the Lamb of G O. D; as the only 
expiatory Sacrifice for Sin, that 'he may take 
away your Sins. 1 

For preſſing this, Cunſider 1. Te are lying un- 
der Sin : For all the World is become guilty before Rom, 3. 
GOD. And all have ſinned, and come ſhort of 19, 23. 
the Glory of GO D. You atg under the Guilt. 
of Sins both original and actual; and Sin hath Eph-2. 3. 
brought you under the Wrath and Curſe of | 
G OD. 2. Conſider what a Happineſs it mould Barg. ia. 
he to have Sin taten away: For Sin is the only 
Spring and Cauſe of all your Woe and Miſery. 
It is your Soul's Sickneſs, the Plague of your 
Heart. It is the Deformity of your Soul, and 
makes you loathſome to G O D. - It is as dead - Pſal. 28.4. 
ly Poiſon in your Bowels. It is a Burden too 

heavy for you to bear. O what Miſery is it to 
have it left lying on your own Shoulders ! If it 
be, it will ſink you down to Hell. But it is 
an ineſtimable Bleſſing to have Sin taken away; 
for then the great Bar and Obſtacle to all ather 
Mercies and Bleſſings is removed out of the 
Way, and ye are received into Fayour. with 
an offended G O D. When Sin is taken away, 
then the Partition-wall is broken down, ſo 
that you have Acceſs to GOD and Commu- 
nion with him: Then the Curſe is removed, 
and your Deliverance from Wrath ſecured : 
Then Death is unſting'd, ſo that you may ſing 

© ans: * 2 
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a Triumph over it. 3. Tou cannot have Sin ta- 
ken away but by cloſing with the immaculate Lamb 
of GOD ſacrificed for Sin. GOD will not 
pardon your Sin without a Satisfaction to his 


uſtice; Juſtice cannot be ſatisfied without | 


rifice: No Sacrifice but that of the Lamb 
of GOD is ſufficient ; and you can have no 
Benefit by his Sacrifice without Faith in him : 
Therefore come and lay the Hand of Faith on 
the Head of this ſacrificed Lamb ef 6 0 P, 
and own him as a Sacrifice in your Stead, 
When under the deep Senſe of Sin and Appre- 
henſion of deſerved Wrath, you flee to Chriſt, 
and cloſe with him as the only expiatory Sa- 
crifice for Sin, then your Sins are pardoned, 
and you are received into Favour with GOD; 
ſo that you may come to the Lord's Table 
with humble and holy Boldneſs and Confi- 
dence, as invited Gueſts, Friends and Favou- 
rites of Heaven. | 


Obſer. 3. *Tis the Duty and great Concernment 
of all, to behold Chriſt the 2 of GOD; 
or, to behald him as 4 ſacrificed Lamb. 


This is a Duty of ſv great Concern and Mo- 
ment, that Joh» renews the Exhortation in 
v. 36. following my Text, Behold the Lamb of 
GOD. | 

Here I ſhall ſhew, | 

I. What is the Object we are called to behold. 

2. What this beboldin him doth imply. 

3. How we are to behold him. x 

4. Upon mhat Grounds this is the Duty and great 
150 Concernment of all. ag 
5. Make Applic ati vu. 
[9 
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In all theſe 1 ſhall ſtudy Brevity. 5 


Firſt, What is the object we are called to behold. 
And that is, the Lamb of G O D that taketh a- 
way the Sin of the World : Chriſt, as a ſacrificed 


s Lamb, or an expiatory Sacrifice for Sin. *Tis 


true, his Perſon and Natures, his Offices, his 
Furniture and Endowments, his Reſurrection, 
Aſcenſion and fitting at the Father's right 
Hand; none of theſe are to be excluded from 
our Conſideration, when we behold the Lamb 
of GOD: Yet we are to behold him eſpecial- 
ly asan expiatory Sacrifice for Sin, as hang- 
ing and bleeding upon the Croſs, and groan- 
ing under the Weight of an infinite Wrath 
for our Iniquities. The Reaſons are 1. Tis 
only as an expiatory Sacrifice that he anſwered 
the Demand of the Law, and ſatisfied Divine 
Juſtice ; yea, he had never been either Xing 
or Prophet, unleſs he had ated the Part of 4 
Prieſt, in offering up himſelf a Sacrifice to Di- 
vine Juſtice. 2. Tis eſpecially as an expia- 
tory Sacrifice for Sin, that he is moſt accept- 
able to a poor guilty Sinner, that is under the 
deep Senſe of Sin and Apprehenſion of Divine 
Wrath. When the Venome of Sin begins to 
work in the Conſcience, and the Puniſhment 
of Sin is repreſented in the Horrors of it, 
then the only Remedy is in the bloody Death 


of the Dear Sen of G O D. This is that which 

encourages poor ſenſible Sinners in their firſt 

Addreſs to Chriſt, and that which adds Spirit 

and Life to the Faith of Believers in all 

1 5 Applications to him for Pardon and 
race. | 


Secondly, 
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Sex. MI 
. Secondly, What this bebolding the Lamb of GOL 
doth imply. Tis not a beholding him carnal 
or corporally with the Eyes of the Fleſh : For 
many beheld him in the Days of his Fleſh, and 


Ifa, 53: 2, yet deſpiſed him; they [aw no Beauty in him why 


they ſhould deſire him. Nor is it 4 naked Specula- 
tion, or meet Act of the Underſtanding, in bare 
thinking of Chriſt: For the Devils themſelves 
cannot de excluded from this. "NOD 

; Poſuively,, This beholding Chriſt is ſpiritual, 
Jos here doth not only point at Chriſt, as per- 

onally preſent, and an Object of their Senſes; 
but ſtirs them up to get a ſpiritual Sight of him 
by Faith, to behold him in the Quality of his 
Office. Particularly, This beholding Chriſt as a 
ſacrificed Lamb, implies 1, Some competeni 
Knawledge of Chriſt in his Perſon, Natures and 
Offices; in what he hath done and ſuffered. for 
the Expiationof Sin; in his Ability and Wil. 
Iingneſs to ſave. An ignorant Sinner cannot 
behold the Lamb of GO D. 2. A clear Sight of 
him by Faith. Spiritual Things cannot be ſeen 
but by a ſpiritual Eye, and Faith is the ay 0 


Heb.11.1, the Soul; *tis the Evidence of Things not ſeen; 
I1a.45.22. Therefore Acts of Faith are in Scripture ofter 
Heb. 12. 2. expreſſed by looking. Now, that Chriſt, or 1 


Nan called Feſws Chriſt, was crucified at Jeri 
ſalem, was indeed a Matter of Senſe : But that 
Chriſt offered himſelf a Sacrifice to G O D, fo 
the Expiation of Sin, and healing wounded 
Conſciences, this is a Thing ſpiritual in its 
Nature, and cannet be ſeen but by the Eye 
of Faith. So, Behold the Lamb of GO D; that 
is, get clear and diſtinct Apprehenſions of him 
as if you ſaw him offered in Sacrifice before 
7 you 
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SEK. III. Lamb of G0 D. 3 fo 
your Eyes, and of his being offered in Sacrifice | 

for our Sins. His being in Heaven doth not 

hinder this Sight of Faith. 3. Deep Meditation. 

Theſe Myſteries ought not to be paſſed over 

with a few, haſty and. tranſient Thoughts; for 

ſlight Thoughts: make but a flender Impreſſion; 
Therefore let your Minds dwell upon them. 
nder the High Prieſt of on Brofeſſion ; Jeſus Heb. 3. 15 
Chriſty. ſays the Apeſtle. The Word, ſignifies = 
to conſider diligently and attentively: It implies a 

ſerious and diligent Intention of Mind in our 

Thoughts and Meditations of Chriſt. Take a 

narrow; ftayed View of his Death and Suffer - 

ipgs, till your Thoughts take hold of your, 

Hearts. 4. The Sonl' fixing on him 4 the only 

Ground of its Hope and Expect ation. A poor ſen-⸗ 

ſible Sinner looks about for Help and Relief. 

O! what ſhall 1 do? Whether ſhall 1 flee for 

Help? What ſhall I give for the Sin of my, 

Soul? It ſees the Emptineſs of all Creature- 

help, and the utter Joſufficiency of its own 
Righteouſneſs. But getting a Diſcovery. 

of ſuch an Object as Chriſt;: it looks off from all 

theſe Things, and - pitches on; him. I. ſee, 

there is no Salvation in any other: IL can look. 
to none elſe. - Much like the mit, I looked Pſal. 1421 
on my right Hand, and beheld, but there was. no 4, 5+ 
Man that mould knaw me; Refuge failed me; no 

Man cared for my Soul. I cried unto thee, O 
LORD, I ſaid, Thou art my Refuge. 


. r U dee ee ee 

» Thirdly, How muſt we behold the Lamb ef GOD? 

It muſt be with ſuitable Diſpoſitions and Affecti- 

ens ag 1. Behold him betievingly, ſo as to em- 

brace and cloſe with him. , elſe all is but an 

empty Speculation. — is therefore propa, 
1e 
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| & Of behildng the Sinn it” 
= ſed and Tex forth in the Goſpel, that Sinners 
may heartily embrace him. Cloſe with him as 

the only ex piatory Sacrifice for Sin, for the 
Pardon of your Sins, the Juſtification of your 
Perſons, and the Sanctification of your Na- 

tutes. Again, Behold him ſo as to make Uſe 

of him, for Pardon of Sin, purging your 
_ Conſcience from dead Works, ſupplying your 
Wants, and recruiting your Souls with Grace 

and Strength. 2. Behold him with Admiration.' 

We uſe to admire rare and curious Objects: 

But was there ever ſuch a rare Object as Chriſt? 

There is no Mediator between G O D and Man: 

but He; no expiatory Sacrifice for Sin bat Hisz 

no Love, no Sefferings like His. When the 

Lamb of G O D was ſacrificed, the Creatures 

were all in an Amazement; the Earth trem-: 

bled; the Rocks rent; the Sun was eclipſed. 
But ah! for the Dulneſs and Stupidity of our 
Rom, 8. Hearts. 3. Behold him with Application. hat 
31. ſhall we ſay to theſe Things? Stir up your own 
Hearts. When you behold a bleeding dying 

chriſt, then ſay; Sure this was for my Sins, if 

Il have an Heart to embrace and cloſe with him. 
Gal. 2. 20. He loved me; ſays the Apoſtle, and gave him- 
ſelſ for me. And behold him ſo as to compare 
him with your Caſe; his Fulneſs with your 
Emptineſs. There is that in him that can an- 

ſwer all your Neceſſities, and ſuit your Caſe 
compleatly. 4. Behold him with Love to him. 

This is my Body which is broken for you, ſays * 

And if he ſuffered for you, then the more he 
fuffered, the more dear ſhould, he be to you. 

In ſuffering Death and Wrath he ſhewed great 

Love toyous O] that your Love may take 

Fire at His. 5. Behold him with -Brokenneſs of 

— Fieart 
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Heart ſor Sin. Look wpon him mhom yon bave Zech. 122 
Sf pierced, till you main for him as for an only Sen. 10. A 
It ſhould break your Heart to conſider what 
1 | your Sins did to your deareſt Lord and Redeem- 
r r. „It was the Sin of my Soul that made his 
4% & Soul heavy even unto Death. Alas ! that F- 
ſe ver I took Plesſore in that which brought ſo 
Ir & much Pain on him.” 6.Behold him wir Thank- 
r fulneſs. In eating the Paſchal: Lamb, the Chi- 
© LL tren of Iſrael gave Thanks for their Peliverance 
ww from Egypt 3 and certainly the Ex piation of 
Sin, Redemption from Wrath, ſpiritual Life 
and Liberty are much more valuable Bleſſings. 
n This Sacrament was anciently called be Ex- - 
5 chariſt, that is, the Thankſgiving becauſe in 
the Participation thereof Chriſtians gave 


*S Thanks to GOD far the great Benefit of R =— 
* | demption:-So, when ye behald the Lamb ef 
J. 6 0 D in this Ordinance, lift up your Heart 
r- to G0, and give Thanks for him, and for 
* the glorious Bleſſings and Benefits you have by 
it bim. Thus 1 have ſhewed- you how we are ta 
5 || behold the Lamb of GOD, *Tis a great Diſ- 
if paragement to ſo glorious an Object as he is, to 
deholg him without ſuitable Aﬀettions. 


© |  Fourthly, Upon what Grounds is it the Duty and 
Ti great Concernment of all, to behold the Lamb of 
- | GOD? 1. This is exprefly commanded here 
ſe in the Text; and again in v. 36. Behold the "4 
» | Lamb of GQ.D. And he calls by the Prophet, IIa. 4% © 
* Look unto me, and he ye ſaved, all ye Ends of the and 65. 4 
> Earth. I ſaid, Behold me, behold me, unto a Na- © 
tian that was not called by my Name. Now, Senſe 
© | of Unworthineſs ſhould not hioder your Obe- 
* dience to the Command of GOD; for your 
. e 


fer 1 


that the Goſpel propoſes to you. He is eri- 
demiy Yer forth before your Eyes crucified 
you.” He is lifted up upon the Pole of the Golf- 
pel, that he may be cönſpicuous to the Eye of 


Of 4 bebolding'the Se nM. III. 
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Unworthinefs doth not löoſe your Obligation 

to Duty. 2. This beholding the Lamb g, N 

"GOD is the Foundation und Ground-work of all Im 

w 

{t 


true Keligion. All Religion depends on it. 
Hence At 'was the great Duty to which John 
- exhorted his Hearers. Tis the Sum and Sub- Im 
ſtunce of all Religion, ſo that all Religion be 
withodt it is but a glittering Shew. Vea, o- Har 
ther religious Duties, ſuch as Sel examinati- B. 
don, reading and hearing the Word, Prayer, ty 
are deſigned in order to this, that you may Iſa 
come and behold the Lamb of G O D repreſent- Aby 
ed to you'i in this Ordinance. 3. The Lamb of to 
6 OD 1s thevefore propoſed and ſet forth in the Goſ- 
pel, that you may behold him. A crucified Chriff, 
The/ſaerificed" Lamb of G0 P, is the Spectacle 


the Lamb of 


your Faith, 4. Rig htly behold; 

6G OD::s abſolutely Sage, % Cap to your re- 
ceiving Benefit by him. As no ſtung If aclite re- 
ceived Benefit by the Brazen Serpent, unleſs he co 
looked up toit; ſo none can have Benefit by Iv- 
Chriſt who do not behold him. If you ſlight pi. 
'Chriff, and look to other Things for Help and 
Relief, you are eternally undone: But when to 
vou believingly behold the Lamb of G 0 D, £44 
then he and all his purchaſed | Benefits are 

your's ;” your eternal Salvation is then ſecut - gr 


e ed. Look. unto me, * 0 = be ſaves, by re 


- "ow * _ Earth, .. | r 1 
rl 

Bhi, | proceed: now to the Abe _ 
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I. SEAM. III. Lamb of GOD. 5 

0 | Uſer: For Lamentation, over the careleſs 

of Multitude of Profeſſors of Religion. Alas! 
all Iꝑmany are taken up in beholding Vanity, and 
It. will not once behold the Lamb of G O Þ doing 
bn ſo good an Office for poor Sinners. Oh! how 
b- many let looſe their Eyes unto Vanity and Sin, 
on 
0 
ti- 
er, 
ay 
It» 
of 


being addicted to pleaſe themſelves with rare 
and curious, or beautiful and glorious Objects? 
But what is all the Pomp, Splendor, and Beau- 
ty of the World but a vain Shew? And how Pal. 39. . 
ſad is the Iſſue of fuch car nal Liberty? Alas! - 
by pleaſing the Eye, they give ſad Wounds 
to the Heart. O! what Contempt do ye 
e- pour on the Lamb of 6 0 D, when by ani, oe 


Rd 


;#, fying your Eyes with vain Objects, ye fill your 5 
cle Minds with vain Thoughts and Speculations,.  - 2 17 
6;- [ſo that ſerious Thoughts of a dying bleeding : 8 
cri can have no Place? Alas! that when 5; 


oi Ichriſt hath ſhewed ſo much Love to Sinners, in 
of ſuffering ſo much to take away their Sins, 
meer Vanities. ſhould . err n | 
re- him 1. Jo Mina . 
re- Uſe 2. For Wee U invite you to 
he come and behold the Lamb of GO D that tales a- 
by y the Sin ef the World : - Behold him as an er. 0 
ht parory Sacrifice for gin. | „ 
nd This being a Duty of "WI eee | 
en Ito us, 1 ſhall urge ic a little by theſe following - | 
D, EMorives. i + 
are 1. This is yaur pr Work. a this Time In this 
ure great: Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, Chriſt is 
| ye repreſented as a Sacrifice for Sin: The Sacra- 
ment is a Picture of him hanging on the Croſs, 
broken, bleeding and dying for our Iniquities; 
ſſo that now it may be ſaid in a ſpecial manner, 
= 1 * Lamb of G 0 that taketh away. = 


Es. tas; 7 > 
- 
p - 
” 
. „ 
. 


Of bebolding the SEA M. III. 
Ln of dhe World. Chriſt's Voice to you now is 
' Behold me, bebold me : look unto me, and be cos 
ſaved; Behold your deareſt Redeemer bleeding 


zd dying to tske away your Sin. 
2. Conſider che Excellency of the Object; 2 


crucified Chriſt; 3 the Lamb of GQD; has 8 cui 
iy true prapitiating Sacrifice for Sin; the moſtſ ha 
powerful Means of your Good. Here is pre- hei 


Lented to your View a crucified Seuiour, thatſſce 


ſuits all the Wants and Neceſſities of your Pa 


Soul. O how beautiful and amiable a Sight is"! 
this to a poor loſt Sinner! Other Objects are of 
not worth your while; But here is 2 glo ly 


_ Kings ious and Hesrt-drawing Object. The ou! 
10. 1, &c. of Shola came a far Journey to hear the \ con 
Luke 11, om of Salomon, and to ſee his Glory: Bur h ple 


231. 


bold a grenter than Solomon i: her. hin 


3. Unleſs you pb of the Lamb of CO N Ne 


you: car have no Benefit by the Sacrament. TI Inet 


to ao purpoſe to you to come to a/Communi- Jul 


on. Table, if you have not this upon your £ Jvc 


Heart. Tis only a beholding him believingly ISe. 
that draws Virtue from him in the Uſe of this Inet 


Or dinance. Therefore look not at the Bread Ble 


and Wine only, but 4e lte Lamb of G O'D 
that takes away the Sin of the World. 
4. The right beholding of the Lamb of GOD 
wil have great andamſpeakable Advantages ;, as 1. 
It will take your Heart off other T ings, the I 
Vanities of the World, and the Pleaſures of A= 
Sin. A crucified Chiiſt is a taking Object. By Inet 
beholding him you will diſcover ſo much Beau · 
ty in him, as will make all the fancied Glory if 
and Beauty of other Things to diſappear, a 
break all Engagements between your Heart N*%* 
n 2. It will give ypu 4 Diſ-· Ain 


We 
YO 


I 


Is 


overy of the horrid Nature of Sin. All the 


g 
8 > 


ing Cor ſes of the Law, all the dreadful judgments 
that G O'D hath either threatned or executed 
for Sin, cannot give ſuch a Diſcovery of the 


curſed and bitter Nature of Sin; as yon max 

have in the Glaſs of Chriſt's bitter Sufferings 

here repreſented in this Ordinance. Sin is then 
ſeen in its uglieſt Shape, when tis ſeen in the 

Pains and Agonies of the Sn of GO D. 3. It 

will give you a comfortable and ſatisfying View- 

of the Glory of GOD. This is to be ſeen on- 

ly in the Face of Chriſt. A Sight of G O D 2Cor-4.6. 
out of Chriſt is terrible: For ow G'O D' is a Heb. 12. 
conſuming Fire. But in Chriſt we may have a2% 
pleaſant and delightful Sight of hisGlory. In 

him we may ſee the Love and Grace of GOD. 
breaking out wonderfully toward poor Sin- 

ners. In him we may ſee Wrath appeaſed, 

Juſtice ſatisſied, and Mercy rejoycing againft 
judgment, and Juſtice and Merey meeting to- 

gether, and combining to promote the Happi- 

neſs of Believers. Now, what an ineſtimable 

Bleſſing is it to ſee the Glory of GO D? This 

is the great Requeſt of the Saints. I beſecch Exod. 3; 
thee, ſays Moſes, ſhew me thy Glory. And *tis 18. 

this that renders the Ordinances fo. deſireable 

to them, that they may behold the Beauty of the Pſa1.27.4; 
LORD, and ſee his Power and Glory in the San- and 63-2. 
Fuary. 4. It will transform you into his Like- 

neſs, and engage you to an Imitation of him. 
We all, ſays the Apo#Fle, with open Face, behold- 2 Cor. 3. 
ng as in a Glaſs the Glory of the LO R D, are 18. 
changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory, 

even as by the Spirit of the LO R D. Seeing Chriſt. 


if. Iin the other World will make us like him: 
Ve ſhall be like him, ſays the Apoſtle, ſor we = 1 Joh. 3.2 
325 | c 


7 
— 


LI 


| 80. Of bebolding the SEL Il: 
ſeg him as he is... Now, the Sight of Faith hath 
the ſame Effects with that of immediate Viſion, 
according to its Degree and Proportion. | 5. 
It will bring in neceſſary Supplies of Grace and 

| Strength, Light and Life into your, Souls, 
Plal.245 22 looked unto him, ſays,the Pſalmiſt, and were 
 lightned, and their Faces were not aſhamed. 6. It 

1 vicken your ſacramental Graces, Right 
beholding the Lamb e G O D will draw. out 

your Faith in bi, enflame your Love to bim, 

melt your Heart under the, Senſe of Sin, ſtir 

np an holy Admiration;of the Lave and Grace 

of GO Din Chriſt ;, and it may fill your Heart 

x Pet.1.8, with unſpeakable Joy: In whom, ſays the A. 
poſtle, though now 72 ſee him not; yet helieving ye 

rejoyce with Foy unſpealable ny full of Glory: 

7. O how refreſhing, and er may it be 

It is even Heave begun, here, on Earth. It 

Will be the Employment of Believers in Hea- 

| ven, to behold the Lamb of G O D., Hgnce 
Joh. 17.24 Our Bleſſed . Saviour prays, Father I will that they 
alſo whom thou haſt given me, be, with me where 

/ 25 that they may behold my. Glory, which thou 

iven The rl —— beholding the 

Ms of ,G O 5 5 in the Ewe Ie of the Sup: 

per, will ſet. you in the Suburbs of Glory; 10 

Gen. 28. that you will be ready to ſay with Facok, Thi 
i179. ii none other but the Houſe of GO D; and this is 
| the Gate of Heaven. ons Simeon, when he ſaw 
Luke 2. Chriſt, cried out, L 0 R D, nom  letteſt thou thy 
29, 30. Servant depart i in Peace, 2 ing to thy Ward 
Freer mine Eyes haue ſeen thy Salvation, q. d 
« LOR P, now it.iseno veh ;. 1 eſire nc 

« more: lam content now to take my Fare. 


* this World, ſeeing I haye ſeen him who f 
_ 10 


« well of all the Enjoyments and Comforts oi 


p_ Oe N.! too wi 1 r 


SEM, III. Lamb of GOD: 1 
« infinitely better.“ 8. It will be a good 
Remedy againſt all your Diſtempers, and give 


Support and Relief in all your Complaints and 


% ¾ — ji. ̃˙—-;b — mV 
Are there any of you that make light of 
Sin, and are eaſily overcome by Temptations 
to it? O come here! and behold the Lamb of 
G 0 D. See here the Price of Sin, and what 
it coſt the dear Son of GOD to expiate it. 
Would no leſs fatisfy for Sin than the Heart- 
Blood of the Immaculate Lamb of G O D, and, 
his being ſcorched and roſted in the Fire of 
Divine Wrath? And will ye after all this 
go on in Sin, and count it a light Matter? 

Are there any of you who complain of bard 
Hearts that cannot mourn for Sin? O look 
hither ! and behold the Lamb ef GOD ;, Be- 
hold the deur Son of G O D brought as a Lamb 
to the Slaughter for thee a vile polluted Sin- 
ner. Bring thy Thoughts cloſs to this Sub- 
jed. Behold him bleeding and dying far thine 


Iniquities. O who ever loved thee at the Rate 


that, Chriſt hath done l. Fix your Eyes here à 
while, till your Eye affect your Heart. 
Are there any of you groaning under ſpirits. 
nal Plagues? Come and behold the Lamb of 
GOD. Tis a looking to him believingly that 
heals them that are ſtung with the old Serpent; 
We lift him up to you in this Goſpel, that 
poor diſtreſſed Sianers may behold him. O look 
earneſtly! There is a Fulneſs of healing Vir- 
„% ac i on a2 ue edit, 
Are any of you impatient under the Croſſes 
nd Afflictions ye meet with? To ſuch alſo; 
J 1 ſay, Behold the Lamb ef GOD. He was a 
Limb for Meekneſs in all his Sufferings. How 
: M quietly 


By 


Es 10 | 333 a te 
yo / beholding the SAA M. II. 
Joh. 18.11 quietly did he come to the Altar? The Cup 
which my Father bath given me, fays he, ſhal 1 
not drink it? O how quietly and meekly did 

he ſtand under the Wrath both of G O D and 

Man! Let this convince and ſhame you, that 

you are ſo unlike him in this. 8 

Are there any of you that cannot bear Inju- 

ries from Men? Vouf Spirits are preſently in 

an Uproar, and your Hearts fwell' with Re- 
penge. O come! and behold the Lamb of 
Ifa.53.7.GO D. He opened not his Mouth, when he 
ſuffered vile Indignities at the Hands of Men; 

and can ye bear nothing ? Yea, how earneſtly 
did he pray for them that racked and tortured 
Luke 23. him on the Croſs 3 Father forgive them, for they 
34. know not what they du. Behold him, and learn to 

be more like hid. ff. 

Are there any of you fore weighted under 
the Senſe of Sin, ready to fink under the Bur- 
den of it, and giving Way to Diſpondency and 
Diſcouragement 7 O come! and behold the 
Lamb of G O D that tdketh away the Sin of the 
World. What if there be a World of Sin in 
you ? Yer he that takes away the Sin of the 
World, can take away your Sin too. Your 
Caſe cannot exceed the Virtue of this Sacrifice. 
No Sin can ſtand before the Efficacy of this! 
Blood. And how. willing muſt he be to take 
away Sin, when this is his Office, and he hath 
done and ſuffered ſo much for this End? 
When you come to Chriſt, that he may take 
away your Sin, he will ſurely make you wel- 
come; for in ſo doing you fall in with him in 
the great End and Belga of his Incarnation; 
Death and Suffering. oo 
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But what ſhall we do that we may rightly bebeld 


the Lamb of GO D in this great Ordinance"? 
I give theſe Directions. 1. Study your Souls Caſe 
much. Conſider ſeriopfly what your Wants 
are that need to be ſupplied, what Graces 


need to be ſtrengthned, what Luſts need to be 
mortified: For ye are to behold the Lamb of 


60 D with particular Application to your 


own Caſe. 2. Take that Biredlian which the 


3 f n 192 rn 


= — 


Spouſe gives, Ge fenbh, O ye Daughters of Zion, Cant. 3. 


and behold King Solomon. Would ye behold 1 


chriſt? then go forth. Go forth from the 
World and your Luſts, and rouze up your 
ſelyes: Shake off Security, Sloth and Lazineſs; 
for tis not a lazy look ing on a cruciſied Chriſt 


that will ſerve the Turn. 3. Ler hour Medita- 
tions be deep and ſerious. Slight Glances are 


never effectual to warm the Heart; therefore 


think, and think, and think again. Such a 


glorious Object as a crucified Chriſt, calls for 


the greateſt Intention of Heart and Conſidera- 
tion of Mind: Therefore labour to reſtrain 


your Minds from all theſe Thoughts, Cares 


and Affections that may ent ingle or hinder 


you, that your Minds may be intent on your 
Work. Be earneſt with G O D for Reſtraints 


of ſpecial Grace. Hence 4. Now and then dart 
up holy Deſires to G OD by way of Peayer. x Furn 


« away mine Eyes from beholding Vanity. 
«LORD, increaſe my Faith. LORD, re- 


, 


'« veal Chriſt in me.“ Cry for the rn of Men r 
and Revelation in the Knowledge F him. Plead 
For the Help of the holy Spirit : For all your 


Thovyhts of a crucified Chriff will be dead and 
cold without his gracious Influence. 5. See 


/ 


that you uf the Help ofthis gie Ordinance of 
fo SF ws ct & Wy 


Ph. 1.14 


3 "ng 3 Po 5 ae * 
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92 07 N the; Ac. 8 BR M. III. 
| the Supper. We are uſually- more excited by 
ſenſible than by inſenſible Objets ; ſo. that 
there is a great Aptitude in this Ordinance to 
belp you jn beholding the Lamb of G 0 N. 
Tune Sacrament is a Picture of chriſt hanging 
and bleeding on the Croſs for our Sins. Here 
his Death is ſhewed forth. Here his Paſſion is 
acted over again in Figure and Repreſentatiag: 
Been . 3.4% He is crucißed beſore your Eyes. On this Or- 
E ia be hath engraven abe Tratts of his dy- 
ing Love; ſo that here is a lively objective 
Mean to affect your Heart, and a Mean of his 
own Appointment, and conſequently. under . 
the Promiſe of a Bleſſing.  - | | 
But forhe- ſerious /Chriſtians may object, | 4 
b, Gladly would I be at this, to behold the 
% Lamb f D; but alas I I cannot do it; 1 
« 1 have no Skill in this Matter ; 1 know 
et not how to ſet about it. But Oh! do nat 
give it over as an hopeleſs Buſineſs. Be often 
trying what you can do in beholding the Lamb A 
of GO D; and when one Eſſay miſęives, try 
another, and after that a third, and never || 4 
give over. Oh1 do nat diſpute againſt your | 
Duty, nor pleaſe your ſelves with lazy and 
idle Complaints; but ſet to-your Work: For ff x 
GOD: can make it eaſy to you, Be always 
looking vp ta G O O for Help, and be always 
trying whit his Grace will help you to do in 
this Matter! Sit not down under Diſpondency 
dd Diſcouragement, but up and be doing, and 
the L OR D will be with you. Tis his Way 
to help the ſerious ſtriving Soul, and to lead 
the! Blind ina LOR a they N not. 
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SERMON Tv: 


Auer the L OH D's SUppER, 


T5 * 


Being a Perfiviiive to Preparation: for 
bald ſecond ak of C arr r. 
* 12 179711 
zar exP ie. p en 
Luke xii. 34, 36; 37, by 20 40% Fs 
Let your Loins be girded about, and your Light. 1 
And ye your ſelves like unto Men. that wait for their'Lord, 
wben be will return from the Wedding, that mben be co- 
meth and knocheth, they may open unto him immediately. 
Bleſſed are thoſe Servants whom the Lord, when be conpetb, 


all nd watching: Ver{ly,” 1 ſay unto ou, that be 
gird bimſelf, and make them 10 ſit down to. Heat, 72 
will come forth, and erde ibem. 


And be ſhall come in the ſecond ate ; * rate in the 
2 Watch, and find themr'ſo, bleſſed 1 ibeſe Servants. 


And this know, that if the Good. man of the” Houſe bal 
* known "what Hour the Thief would come, be would haue 
þ-; a and nos bave Jaſfered bis Hoaſe. to be broken 


er- Fr th ao of Hen pthc 5 
Amen t. 2 b. +0&M 


OW many fweet and ali Sen, 

and Diſcourſes did, our Bleſſed Saviour, | 
in the Days of his Fleſh, deliver to 1 

his Diſciples and the Multitude, ont of a ten- 

der Cancern for the Good of their Souls? 

His Lips were like Lilies droping ſweet ay Cant. 5; 

Myrrhe. O the many gracious Words. th at 13. 2 


d out of his Mouth! 7 
Price out of his Mouth! me 


* 


— 
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be hach charged his Diſciples to fit looſe fro 
all their earthly Enjoyments, and to ſet their 


there. And in the Verſes J have read, he ex 


— 4 1. 1 
*. o 


ed to be in the Night; yea, far in the Night, 


Mat,25,6 


1 Thefl, 
Go 2. © 
Rev. 16, 


* 


0 


* 
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O Preparation for SE RM. I 
Theſe Verſes are a part of one of bis excel 
lent Sermons. In the two preceeding Verſe: 


Hearts on the other World, that thereby it 
might appear that their chief Treaſure Jay 


horts them to endeavour to be in a conſtant 
Readineſs for that Day, when they that had ſet 
their Hearts upon the Happineſs above mould 
enter on the Enjoyment of it; and that is, 
the Day of chiſt's ſecond Coming. 
5 ee theſe Ferſes obſerye theſe three 

8 plain Inti mation of Chriſt's ſecond Coming 
This is Heid forth in v. 36. and 38. under the 
Notion of a certain Lord or Maſt er his retur- 
ning Home from a Wedging late at Night; 
either in the ſecond Watch, juſt before Mid- 
night; or in the third Watch, next after 
Mid- night: For in theſe Countries theit 
Weddings were celebrated in the Night. 


[4 


The Time of Chrif*s Coming is here repreſent- 


about Mid- night. Hence it is ſaid in the 4. 
rable of the ten Virgins, At Mid-night there wal 
a Cry made, Behold the Bridegroom cometh: | And 
Ferom ſays, That it was an ancient Tradition, 
that Chriſt ſhould come at Aſid- night. Hot thi 
Expreſſion is deſigned to intimate his Comi 
8 of Surpriſe, when the World is mo 
fecure, and even his own People weary with 
looking for him. Hence it is often compared 
to vbe coming of a Thief in the Nigbert. 
2. The Duty required of us wid Reference to bis 
ming: Our Loins muſt be girt about, and _ 


CIM. IV. Chriſt's ſecond Coming” Ig. 
cel L gbe burning, v. 35, We muſt weit for- our 
bo ord, v. 36. and watch for his Coming, v. 37. 
he general Import of all which is expreſt 
iin v. 40. Be ye therefore ready alfo. Here isan 
Alluſion to Servants watching and waiting in 


4 Ja he Night- time for their Maſter i Returo:bome, 
> ex having their long Garments girded up about 
their Loins, ſtill buſy about bis Work, and 


ready to meet him; and having their Lights 
burning, to light their Maſter into his Houſe, 
is and up to his Chamber: Intimating to us, 
Ithat the Loins of our Minds muſt, be girded 
up, and our Graces kept in a lively Exerciſe, 
that we may be in a Readineſs for whatever 
our Lord and Maſter Chriſt may call us unto; 
chelland thus watch and wait for his Coming with- 
dut wearying. PO” ade 
ll 3- The Arguments uſed to preſs this Duty; and 
Ithey are chiefly Two. The 1ſt is taken from 
fterlthe great Happineſs of thoſe whom Chriſt when 
ile comes ſhall find ready. Bleſſed are theſe Ser- 
ht. aner, ſays he, v. 37. And again, v. 38. 
t- 85 are theſe Servants, And their Happi- 
neſs is more particularly expreſt in theſe 
Words, Verily, I ſay unto. you, that he (i. e. the 
Lord of theſe Servants) ſhall gird himſelfi and 
make them to ſit down to Meat, and will come forth 
ion. (#4 ſerve them: Very high metaphorical Expreſ- 
tlie ſons of the Happineſs above; as we ſhall hear 
wh tterwards. The 24 is taken from the ordina- 
ty Prudence of Men in the like Cafes, v. 39,40. 
he plain Meaning is, Every wiſe Man, will 
watch, to prevent a Thief his doing any Miſ- 
chief, if he hath any Intimation of his Coming: 
And ſhall not we, who have Notice of Chriff's 
Coming as a Thief in the Night, be wiſe for 
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Heb. 12.2. feap the bleſſed Fruits of it. 2. In regard e 
Luke 24; the unſpeakable Foy Chriſt hath in Heaven 4 


264 


o/ Preparttian'fo? s EAA. IV. 
our” own Souls, by ſtudying to be always ready f 
that ſo his Coming er us not to our n ; 
fuſion and Win? 1 
* The n propoſe is this, ON (21 f 
Blaſſed am happy are they; whoſe earmſt Ended ; 


vou it is to be always in a Readineſs f. 


- Chriſt*s ſecond Coming; or, Whom Chr A 

' at bis Coming ſhall find really. | 
in handling this Doctrine, I ſhall ſhew, 1 
1. That Chriſt who is gene to Heaven will com: ; 

again. 

2. cane our Readintſi fn Chriſt's ſecond ; 
+ Coming doth conſiſt. t 
3. Why we ſhould be always in a Readineſs for it h 
f 40 How and in what Reſpects they are. bleſſadſ e, 


whom Chriſt at his Coming ud find rea. 'l 


| ay. le 
5. 1 ſhall apply the whole. 7 
_ Firſt, Chriſt bo is gone to Heaven will comi *! 
ain. He here compares himſelf to a certain 7 

d br Mafter, who returns Home at Night 
fiom a Wedding. Now Chriſt, at his ſecond} 7 
Coming, may be ſaid to return from the Vel. ” 
ding, in a | rwofold Reſpect. 1. Becauſe inff 1 
Heaven he is at Work in ſending the Spire, ; ” 
his Agent, to gain the Conſent of Sinners tt A 
the happy Marriage with him; which Con 1 
ſent being gained, cauſes great Joy in Heaven : 
like the Joy of a Wedding: And this Work k 
being finiſhed; he will come again to folemniz b 
the Marriage with them, and to make the! 5 


Mom the Glory he ene into after his Sy fa 
ng feriogy < 


R . ee 8 
E K M. IV. s ſecond Comino. 
ay SER Chriſt's ſecond Coming! & 53 


be will come ſuddenly and unexpectedly , as a 


- - = * . IE 2 


ferings. This may be reſembled to the Foy 

and Glory of a Wedding. But Chrift is not fo ta- 

ken up with it, as to forget his poor Friends 

and Followers here on Earth: He will return 

from this Wedding, to compleat the Happi- 

neſs of his faithful Servants 

There are many Warnings and Advertife- 

ments given of his Coming, in the Holy Scri- 

ptures; and they are 1 4 expreſt in the 

preſent Time, to denote the Certainty of it. 
Behold the Bridegroom cometh. Behold he cometh iat. 28.8 
with Clouds. ,, Behold the Lord cometh with Tex Rev. i. 7, 
Thouſands of his Saints. His Coming is as cer- Judev.rg, | 
tain as if he were already on his Way. Chri | 
himſelf gives Warning of it to all the Church: , : 
es. Behold, I come quickly. Hold faſt that which 30s 
thou hat, that no Man take thy-Gropn. And no 

leſs than three Times in the 1aft Chapter of the 
Bible: As, v. 7. Behold, Iqque quickly >, And Rey, 22; 
again, v. 12. And behold, I come quickly, and 5 
my Reward is with me; And a third Time, v. 20. 

He which teftifieth theſe Things ſaith, Surely,I come 

quickly. He hath entered into a Marriage-Co- 

venant with his People; and ſends them fre- 

quent Tokens of his Love, in Prayers,Sermons 

and Sacraments, to aſſure them that he will 
come again, and conſummate the Marriage. '- 
And as he comes on that Day, to conſummate 
the Marriage with his People; ſo he comes 

to take Account of bis Servants, how they Mat- 24. 
have employed their Talents; what Service 19. 4 
be hath had from them; and What Timprove- + 
meat they have made of his Ordinances. And 2 


Thief in the Night, when he is leaſt looked 
ſays he in the 


for. For the Sm of Man cometh, 
N Text, 
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Text, at an Hour when ye think not. The Time 
of his Coming is to all uncertain 3 and will be 
to many, very ſurpriſing. g 


_ Secondly, Wherein doth our Readineſs for Chriſt's 
ming conſiſt? Only adyert, that when 1 
ſpeak of our Readineſs for Chriſt's Coming, 1 
would be underſtood as ſpeaking indifferently, 
either of his Coming to us at Death, or of his 
ſecond perſonal Coming to judgment: Be- 
cauſe the Time of our Life here, is the only 
Time we have for making Preparation for his 
ſecond Coming. If you be not ready for his 
Coming at Death, you cau never be ready for 
his Coming to Judgment. © 
Now, our Readineſs for Chriſt”s Commg is ex- 
preſt here in Fur Particulars. 1. Our Lein- 
muſt be girt about. 2. Our Light burning. 3. We 


mult wait for > ng And 4. Watch for his 
Coming. | ſhallYpeak a very little upon each 


of them. | | | 

1. Our Loins muſt be girt ahout, Here is a 

plain Alluſion to the Cuſtom af the Eaſtern 

untries, where both Maſters and Servants 

did. wear long Garments, which they girt up 

about their Loins, when they prepared and 

2 Kings made themſelves ready, either for ſoorney.or 

4. 29. for Fighting, ör for Running, or for any la- 

i Kings borious Work. So that the Expreſſion here 

20. 11. & uſed implies theſe Two Things. 1. That our 
_ _ g. Great Lord and Maſter Chriſt bath given us much 
a Work to de; Great, weighty and difficult 
Work. We have a Race to ron, a great 
Journey to go, a Warfare to accompliſh, a 

_ weighty Work and Buſineſs to be done. Our 

© Work is ſuch as requires Diligenss and Induſtry: 

4 ' 1 . F C 4 1 „ 2 
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We muſt not trifle, but be buſy and hard at 
Work. Aud it is ſuch Work as muſt be 
done with Expedition ; It requires Speed and 
Diſpatch. We muſt be quick, and loſe no 
Time; becauſe our Work is great, and pur 
Time ſhort. 2. An actual Readineſs and Pro- 
paredneſs for our Work. This is the general Im- 
port of that Expreſſion of having the Loins gird- 
ed about. We mult be of a prompt and ready 
Diſpoſition, in a prepared Frame, for run- 
ning our Chriſtian Race, and going through 
with our Chriſtian Work and Warfare, we 


for our Chriſtian Warfare. In this ſenſe, 


the Apoſtle exhorts us to gird up the Loin of 1 Pet. 1. 


our Mind. Particulerly it implies (1) Serious 13+ 
and earneſt Endeavours to free our ſelves of 
every Thing that may unfit us for, or hinder: 
us in our Maſter's Work; ſuch as carnal and 
corrupt Affections, wordly Cares and Sorrows, 
perplexing Doubts and Fears, diſtractin 
Thoughts, ſad Diſtempers of Heart. Theſe 
and the like incumber the Soul, like long Gar- 
meats hanging about the Feet. Therefore we 
gird up our Loins, when we endeavour to have 
them removed. (2) Our ſtirring up our 
ſelves. Such as gird up their Leins, rouge up 
themſelves to their Buſineſs. So you muſt be- 
ſtir your ſelves; ſhake off Sloth and Larzineſs ; 
ſtir up the Grace of G O D that is in you, that 
you may buckle to your Work, like Men that 
reſolve to make a Buſineſs of it, and to be in 
Earneſt in it. (3) A Gathering in the 
trength of our Souls to our Work. The 
Lins are the Seat of r ; Hence, mw | 
3 U 


muſt be ready for every 12 and fand bar Tit. 3. 1. 
virg our Loins girt about with Truth, in a Readi- Eph 6.14, 
neſ: 


Prov. 31. So, *tis ſaid of that 'induſttions Woman, that 
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uſe to gird their Loins, when they would put 
forth their Strength in what they have to do. 


e firs 4 her Loins with Strength. We muſt gird 
the Strength of our Souls together; gather 
in oor Thoughts and Affections from gaddity 
abroad ; yea, call in all the Powers and Facul- 
ties of our Souls, that our whole Heart and 
Saul may be intent upon our Lord's Buſineſs. 
| G) Firm Reſolution. Such as girded up their 

in were reſolute for what they had to do- 
We muſt arm our ſelves with holy Reſofution 
and Fortitude of Mind, againſt Difficulties, 
Terrors and Bangers. Holy Courage muſt 
be put on, that we may gb on in our Chriſtian 
Work and Warfare without Fear or Faigting, 

whatever. may be in out Way, © © w 
Let us temember, that our Great Lord aud BW 
Maſter Chriſt hath given us much Work to do; Niſhi 
Great and weighty Work; and Work where- I 
in we muſt reſolve to meet with many Difff- Nun 
cvlties, and moch Oppoſition ; and we our ve 
ſelves. are weak Therefore nothing will be ſou 
done to purpoſe, unfefs oor Lois, be ther girt . 
wp. This is one End for which we come to the Nis 
geramenr, that we may get our Loins girt up, IL. 
that ſo we may be in a prompt and ready Diſ- 
poſition for the Lord's Work for Wuning our 
Chriſtian Race, and fighting the good, Fight 
of Faith, and particularly our laſt Barrte with 
Death, '- If yet you nh HOTTER Ye then make 
Sacrament” for 


you, ready, and improve the 
this nd: Bat if yav are in ſome good rheaſure 


your 
- 6 . : f 
Oar, 


ready, chen kepp you ready; Stand with 


| the 4ord'comett, 
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SIM. TY. ca Sun Coming TTY 
2. Our Lighe mut be burning, We may 
the better underſtand what is ear by this, if | 
we c re the Parable of the Ter Virgins. Mat. 25. 
zoth the wiſe and fooliſh Virgins had Lamps : But 
the wiſe took Oil in their Veſſels with their F 
which the fooliſh did not. So that, by Lt 
we are to underſtand an external Profeſſion b 
Obriſtianity; and by Oil in the Vestel, a Prin- 
ciple of Grace in the Heart, nece ry to man- 
tain * D and to keep the Lamp 
burnin Ne The may ſeem to have burn- 
ig Lig ts or may have a fair 
Profeffion 1051 A es a great Blaze, 
bot but real! 25 not hun: There is Light, but 
no Hen in it. Or, if it ſeem to burn, yet it will 
not hold * at ba Coming, not being fed 
with a Principle of Grace, bur only at beſt 
„with fome common Motions of the, writ, and 
ö; ¶ ſodden traaſtent Apes. 15 
es | By Ligbt then, or Long ng, we are to 
f- onderſtznd Grace in à hvely Exec diſco» -*' 
ir vering its Influence and Efficacy in all Parts of 
xe! our Converſation, * $6 that the Expreſſion in- 
re lies 1. A Principte of Grace in the Heart. This 
e Nis like O# in che Fegel, neceſſary to keep our 
p, 4 ht burning. Without this the faireſt Blaze 
1 an outward Profeſſion will not ſerve the 
r Tera for the prefent ; For, the (King's Dieugh- Pl. 45.1 3. 
it % 55 all glorious within 3 and G O D will not be 1 
R pat off with fair Shews and Appearances, but 
6 derer Truth in the inward' Parts. And it will Pl. 51 Ga 
r not long hold out, at leaſt not endure the Glo- 
e ry of Cs Preſence. At his Coming he will 
P 12 85 all bc Pleas and 1 of Iu 
n r nted Hypocrite. If you have no Oil 
of f Grace, Le the Bridegroout cometh, ——— 
P 
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Lamp will be gone out. 2. That this. Princh 
ple of Grace muſt be eæerciſed. Grace myſt ſhiny 
forth, be in actual Exerciſe: It muſt flow out 

in our Carriage and Behaviour, as Streams fro 
2 Fountain, for the refreſhing our ſelves and 
Joh. 7. 38. others. Hie that believeth on me, ſays Christ, 
ent of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water. 
Grace is a vital Principle, and cannot ly hid 
in the Heart. The Life and Seed of Grace 
muſt ſhew itſelf. in the Fruits of it. 3. That 
Grace be in 4(Lively.} Exerciſe, that ſo our Light 
may burn bright. We muſt trim our Lamps; 
rouze up out ſelves; ſtir up the Grace of 
GOD in us, that our Faith may be more vi. 
gorous, our Love more fervent, our Hope 
more lively; that our Profeſſion and Practice 

of Godlineſs may be more lively and power- 
ful, and every part of our Converſation ſavour 

of ſerious Religion. 4. That Grace be [kepe) 
Exod, 17, lively. The Lamps of the Sanctuary were never 
20 t go out, but to burn always. Our Light muſt 
be kept burning, that we may be in a conſtant 
Readineſs for immediate Communion with 
Chriſt ; always ready to go opt to meet the 
Bridegroom, and to ſet Sail for the other 

World. as ro 

This alſo is one great End for which we 
come to the Sacrament, that we may trim our 
Lights or Lamps, get our Graces quickned to 

a lively Exerciſe. True, we ſhould endeavour 

to have Grace in a lively Exerciſe, when we 

come to the Table of the Lord; yet they come on 

a good Errand who come to get Grace made 

more lively. Therefore if your Light be dim, 

trim it; ſtir up yopr Graces, and be carnelk 

to baye them made lively ; and labour to im- 

prove 


vi. 
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prove the Sacrament for this End. If your Light 
burn bright, keep it burning; you Know not 
how ſoon the Bridegroom cometh. _ 


3. We muſt wait ſor. our Lord. Waiting is 
a complex Grace, wherein Faith, Hope, and 
Patience are drawn out in a continued Exerciſe. 
It reſpects good Things to come, but delayed Rom. 8: 
and deferred. What is ſeen and preſent, we 24, 25. 
need not wait for: What is evil, we fear and 
ſeek to avoid, but do not wait for it; and we 
heed not wait, if there be no Delay. So that 
waiting for Chriſt's Coming implies 1. An ex- 
ect ing and looking for his Coming. There is 
no waiting without Exped ation. We muſt look 
on Chriſt's Coming as ſure and certain, and live 
in the ExpeQation of it, be ſtill looking, for p 
him. Looking for that bleſſed Hope, and the glo- Tit. 2. 13. 
rious appearing of the Great G O D, and our Sa- 


von, Jeſus Chriſt. 2. A deſiring and pcs. 
e 


for his Coming. Waiting implies an earn 
and deſirous Expect ation. We muſt wait for 
Chriſt, as the Watch-man waits for the Morning, Pl. 130. 6. 
who earneſtly deſires and longs for it. O when 

will he come! O that he may make wide 

Steps! Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus; come quickly. | 
We ſhould be looking for, and haſting unto the 2 pet. 3.12 
Coming of the Day ef GO D. The Saints would 

even haſten it, if they could. Male Haſte,my Cant. 8. 
Beloved, ſays the Spouſe, and be thou like to a 14. 

Roe, or to a young Hart, upon the Mountains of 

Spices. 3. Patience in expecting and longing 

or his Coming. Hence we read of the patient 


7 


waiting for Chriſt. There is a Twoſold Patience 8 Theft: 
implied in it. (1) Patience in bearing with De- 55 
lays. Chriſt delays his Coming for juſt and 
eonvenicnt Reaſons; which is expreſſed in the 

* — * _ 283 +* WW = bo 5 Pat albte 
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Mat. 25.3 Parable by the tarrying of the Bridegroom. There 
fore we muſt TOR Lats Lore it tc 
him to. take his own Time, and to moderate 
his own Pace; Refer it to his good Pleaſure, 

when our Warfare ſhall be accompliſhed, ant 

the Crown ſet upon our Head. The Apo#lt 
pPreſſes this under the Similitude of the Hus 
Ja. 3. 7, 8. hand. man: Behold, ſays he, the Husband-man 
waiteth for the precious Fruits of the Earth, and 

hath long Patience ſor it, antill he receive the early 

and latter Rain, Be ye alſo patient, ftabliſh your 

Hearts ; for the Coming of the Lord draweth nigh 

9 Patience in perſevering and continuing at our 

ork, notwithſtanding of Trials and Difficul- 

ties in our Way. Much Work and Labour is 
required of us, and there are many Dificul. 

ties and much Oppoſition to wreſtle with ; 
Temptations from Satan, Trials from G O D, 

and Troubles from Men: Therefore Patience 

is neceſſary, that we may not faint and weary, 

Heb. 10. For ye have need of Patience, ſays the Apoſtle, 
36, 37+ that after ye have done the Will of GOD, y 
might receive the Promiſe : For yet a little while, 

a2 he that ſhall come, will come, and will not tar- 

Rom. 2.7. . We mult patiently continue in well-doing. 

OS We muſt thus wait in the Way of our Du- 
ty ; with our Loins girt about, and our Ligh 
burning: And we muſt continue waiting til 
Chriſt's Coming. Some of you have, througl 

Grace, waited long: O do not weary now; 

Rom, 13. For now your Salvation is nearer, and Chrif 
11. Coming nearer, than when ye believed. Chrij 
will come quickly, and take you off your Poſt; 

and then ſhall you ſay with Joy and. Gladneſs 
Iſa. 25. 9. Lo this is our G O P, we have waited for him, an 
bse will ſave us: This is the LORD, webs 
9 5 | wait. 
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waited for him; we will be glad, and rejopce in 
his Salvation. His Coming is well worth the 
waiting for. That Day will be a joyful Day 
to you who have choſen him for your Mater, 
and have reſigned your ſelves to Him to be his 
Servants. On that Day your Bleſſed Saviour 
will appear in his Glory; and all your Deſites 
ſhall be ſatisfied, and your Hopes accompliſh- 
ed ; then your Grace, will all be Glory. ' O 
it will be a glorious Day to yon! It is the 
Marriage-Day: Then you ſnall meet with your 
Dear and Glorious Bridegroom, and he and ye 

ſhall never part again. 

4. We muſt warchfor Chriſt's Coming + that 

is, we muſt be on out Guard, and take good 

heed to our ſelves, that we 'be not ſurpriſed, 

and that that Day do not come upon us una- _ 
wares. ' Take ye heed, ſays our Lord, watch and Mark 15; 
prays for ye know not when the Time 16. Take 33 
heed” that that Day come not on you as a 
Snare. Take heed to your ſelves, ſays our Lord, Luke 21“ 
leſt - that Day come upon you mnawares For 3b 556 
as 4 Snare ſhall it come on all them that divell upon 

the Face ofthe whole Earth. Watch yt therefore, 

am pray always. There is a'Twofold Watching 

required.” 1. AWatching for the Performance of 


Duty. So, watch, and pray; watch, und be ſo- Mark 132 
ber, watch, and keep your Garments: 80 in o- 75 : 
ther Duties: For Watching is neceſſary to the £ heſſ. 53. 
right Performance of every Duty: ' So here, Rev. 16; 


ip watch, that you may wait with your Lein girt 13. 
ri about, and your Light burning. Take heed to 


your ſelves, that your Intereſt in chriſt be ſe- 
cured, that you may be found in him on that 
Day. Take heed that you have Grace, and 
Grace in a lively Exerciſe. Take heed to 
3 — your, 


— — 
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your ſelves, that you be always in a prompt 
and ready Diſpoſition for Duty; and that yon 
lay hold on and improve all Opportunities of 


doing Good. Take heed that you perform 
Duties with holy Seriouſneſs and Diligence, 
Spirituality and Livelineſs. Watch, that je 
may maintain that gracious Temper and Diſ- 
poſition of Mind, that ye would wiſh to be in 
when Chriſt comes again. Take heed that ye 
be ſtill about your Lord's Work, that when he 


comes he may not find you idle. 2. A Watch- 


ing to avoid Evil. So many Snares and Temp- 
rations there are without, and ſo much ſtrong 


Corruption within, that the avoiding of Evil 


requires much holy Care and Caution. Watch 
againſt whateyer may unfit, you for meeting 
with Chriſt. Watch againſt all known Iniqui- 
ty. Watch, that ye may keep your Garments 


Rer. 16. clean and undefiled. Behold, I come as a Thief, 


15. 


ſays Chriſt, bleſſed is he t hat watcheth, and keepeth 
his Garments. Watch even againſt groſs Sins; 
for the beſt Men need to watch againſt the 


vileſt Sins. That's a Caution that our Bleſſed 


Saviour thought meet to give even to his own 


| Luke 21, Diſciples 5 Tale heed to your ſelves, leſt at any 


34. 


aud Drunkenmeſs, and Cares 
that Day come upon you unawares. Watch a» 


Time your Hearts be overcharged with Surfeiti 

of this Life and ſo 
gainſt Diſtempers of Heart, Deadneſs, Dul- 
neſs, Drouſineſs, Lazineſs, Backwardneſs to 


Duty, wearying of G O D, ſpiritual Sleeping 


and Slumbering. Chriſt cometh. to take an 
Account of you; therefore watch againſt 
whatever may render your Accounts perplex- 
ed. And fee that ye continue watching. 
Es Death for 2 Sentinel to be found ſleep- 

| ing; 
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ing, tho' he hath watched a long Time. See 


that Chriſt, when he comes, find you watching. 


Watch ye therefore, ſays Chriſt, — coming ſud- Mar 


denly, be find you ſleeping. Look to it that your 35 36. 


Candle never go opt. . How fad is it to fall 
aſleep, when Death may be juſt at your Back, 
and ye may be ſuddenly called to go out and 


meet the Bridegroom. | 


when ye think not. And ſays he elſewhere, 


— — d - 


— 


* 
Mark 13. But of that Day, and that Hour knoweth no Man, 
32,3335: + = = » Take ye beed,warch and prey: For ye know 
not when the fie is, - - == Patch ye thereſore: 
For ye know not when the Maſter of the Houſe cometh, 
at Even, or at Mid- night, or at the Cock- crowing, 
or in the Morning. Our Life in this World is 
like a Night ; and a dark Night it is, it com- 
pared with eternal Life: And we know not 
at what Watch or Hour of this Night our 
Lord will come. And he hath wiſely kept us 
at an Uncertainty in this Matter, for this ve- 
ry End, to deter us from Sloth and Security, 
and that he may have us always ready. r, 
3. The Conſideration of the ſad and lamentable 
Condition of theſe who ſhall be ſurpriſed, being un- 
ready, when Chrift comes again. How ſad is it 
when a Thief ſurpriſes the Go:d-man of an Houſe, 
v. 39- and Ipoils his Gods? We have each 
pf us an Houſe to keep, in which all our chief 
ane are laid up, and this Houſe is our 
precious Soul. Now, if Chrift at his Coming 
Hl find you unready, your Houſe will be 
broken up, and all your great Concerns will 
b ; all your Hopes, Joys and Comfarts 
hall be gane. Chriſt will come upon you 47 4 
Thief in the Night, arid Divine Juſtice will ſeiſe 
on ae Have, to your utter Undoigg: 


Mark 13. Therefore be always ready. Watch ye there- 
352 36. * fore, ſays Chriſt, - - = = Lett coming ſuddenly he 
Fd you ſleeping. If he find you ſleeping, ſecure, 
ff your Guard, indolging your ſelves in Eaſe 

and Sloth, thoughtleſs of his Coming, and un- 

ready, to meet him: Then the Day of his Co- 

wing will be a diſmal 'and pegs fs es 
Fon. His Coming, whether at Death or 
Judgment, will be terrible to careleſs and flec- 


* 
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ERM. IV. Chriſt's ſecong Coming. 

yy Profeſſors. When the Cry is made, Be: 
ad the Bridegroom cometh, what then will ye 
do ? And what will become of you, if ye be 
not ready to meet him? And ſuppoſe your 


chief Intereſt'be ſecured, yet his Coming will 


be ſuch a Surpriſe to you, as it was to the 
wiſe Virgins, who ſlept and ſlumbered with the 
reſt, You will loſe much of your Peace and 
Comfort, and be in great Confuſign in your 
latter End. When the Cry comes to awaken. 
you at Death, how ſad may your Caſe be, if 
Jou be not ready? What Fear and Shame, 


Confuſion and Diſtraction may there be, if ye 


are taken unawares ? What a Hurry will your 
Soul be in to make ready! And in this Hur- 
ry, you may have enough ado to get ready. 


4. Another Reaſon is taken, from the ordi- 


nary Prudence of Men in the like Caſes. And this 
know, ſays Chriſt, v. 39, 40. that if the Good- 
man of the Houſe had known what Hour the Thitf 
would come, he would have watched, and not have 
ſuffered his Houſe ta be broken through. Be ye there- 
fore ready alſo. There is no wiſe Man but will 
watch, tho? it were at Mjd-night, to prevent 
the ſtealing of his Goods, if he certainly know 


of a Thief's Coming: And fhall not ve much 


more watch, and þe rea Yo when all our moſt 
precious Things are in Danger, that 
may not come an. us as 4 Thief in the Night? 
Our Bleſſed Lord here appeal's to Men's Senſe 
of common Dangers, as a Witneſs againft 
them who will not make ready to meet Chi, 
tho they have many Warnings and · Advęr- 
tiſements given ot his Coming. Would we 
not reckon him very fooliſh, who will 1e 
match to kerp his Hooſe, ho" be know a 
uy * = 
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Thief is coming? And are not they much 
more mad and fooliſh, who will not watch and 
make ready, tho' they know that Chriſt is co- 
ming to call them to an Account, and to ſift 
them before his dreadful] Tribunal? In this 
Caſe, Men's own Conſciences may upbraid 
them with unaccountable Folly. _ 
J. Our being always ready will turn to our own 
2 Account. The Iſſue of Chriſt's Coming 
all be happy and comfortable to ſuch as ſhall 
be found ready. This leads me to the next ge- 
neral Head propoſed, viz. | 


Fonrthly, How and in what Reſpects they are or 

| ſhall be bleſſed, whom Chriſt, when he comes, ſhall 
find ready... Bleſſed are theſe Servants, ſays he, 
9. 37. And again, Ve 38, Bleſſed are theſe Ser- 


van g. Importing 1. That they ſhall be cer. 


rainiy bleſſed. Chriſt himſelf pronounces them 
bleſſed; therefore they muſt needs be ſo. And 
he ſays not, Bleſſed ſhall they be, but, Bleſſed 
are they. Tis expreſt in the preſent Time, 
to ſhew that their Happineſs is as ſure as if it 
were already compleat. And *tis doubled, 


Gen, 41. like Pharaob's Dream: Bleſſed ore they ;, And 


32. again, Bleſſed. are they: To ſhew, that the 
Thing is eſtabliſhed by GO D. 2. That they 
ſhall be anſpeakably and unconceivably bleſſed. Bleſ- 
ſed are they: And again, Bleſſed are they; Yea, 
thrice bleſſed and happy are they, whom Chriſt 
at his Coming ſhall find ready. But how 
bleſſed, ,none can tell : Their Happineſs will 
be better felt on that Day, than now it can be 
pane. "of WOO et I 

Their Happineſs is more particularly ex- 
preſt in theſe Words, v. 37. Yerily, 1 ſay uno 
Jou 


Nene 


Ss 
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ou, that he, i. e. the Lord of theſe Servants; 
ſhall gird himſelf, and make them to ſit down to 
Meat, and will come forth and ſerve them. Here 
are very. high metaphorical Expreſſions of the 
Bleſſedneſs and Happineſs of the Life to come. 
Theſe Expreſſions are vſhered in by an Aſſeve- 
ration, and delivered on Chriſt's own Word); 
Verily, I ſay unto you : Importing 1. That it is 
ſuch Happineſs as is bard to be believed. That 
Chriſt will do ſo great Things for poor vile 
unworthy Creatures, could never have Entered 
into our Thoughts. And now, when it is 
revealed, it is hard for ſuch as are deeply im- 
preſs'd with a Senſe.of their own Vileneſs and 
Unworthineſs to believe the Truth of it. 2. 
That yet it is moſt certain. Verih is an Aſſe= 
veration often uſed by our Bleſſed Saviour, to 
confirm the Truth of his Doctrine, or to aſcer- 
tain the Truth: and Certainty of ſome Torr 
Event. So here 'tis Yerily true; Yerily it ſha 
be ſo. And -C 17 ſay unto you: I, who am 
Truth it ſelf, and cannot lie to you: J, who 
am the faithful and true Witneſs. Chriſt aſſerts it 
upon his own Word; and indeed that is enough 
to ſatisſy us. al | 
But let us conſider the Expreſſion it ſelf. 
He ſhall gird himſelf, and make them to ſit down to 
Meat, and will come forth and ſerve them. We 
may obſerve here, 1. Their great Happineſs. 2. 
How far Chr iſt will intereſt himſelf init. 
1. The great Happineſs of theſe whom Chriſt, 
when he comes, ſhall find ready. They ſhall 
ſit down, and ſit down to Meat, and Cbriſt will 
make them ſit down: Importing 1. An, happy 
Reſt. 2. Fulneſs of Foy and Satisfaction. 3. Great 
Honour and Dignity. Fe 3 
0704. 
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0 J An happy Rel from all their renne 

Sorcows and bours.. As Ser vants, cc 

from their Labour, are ſer down ro reſt them 

Heb. 4. 9. ſo, there remains 4 Reſt for the Prop »#+ GOD 

Here they have many Wreſtlin ith their 

Enemies, Sin, Satan, and the rid: But 

There, their Warfare deing accom ptiſhed, the; 

Mu reſt from a wreſfling and fighting Life 

or Sin "ſhall be utterly aboliſhed, Satan trod- 

en under their Feet, the World and all it 

pleaſant Things burnt up with Fire, and wic. 

ed Men thruſt. down to Hell. Aga, Here 

They meet with Variety of I roubfes and Af. 

flietions: But they ſhall ref from Trouble, 

2 Theſſ. 1. when the Lord Feſus all be revealed from Heaven 

7. with bis mighty Angels, Then all Tears ſhall be 

0 9 boo their Eyes, and Sorrowing 

Si 1 5 ſhall flee away. 4 ah, Here 

They hare a great deal of Wotk and Labour 

Rev. 14/But | there they reſt from their Labourt. True it 

13. is, in Heaven there ſhall be no Reſt Top the 

Rev. 22. Service of & O D: For there bi; RR mY 
3-& 7. 15. ſerve him; yea, ſerve him Day * Night, wit 

out either Weaknefs or Wettineſs. "Bac they 

{hall reſt from the Labours of their particular 

Fan sin the World; and in ſome reſped 

from the Labours of their general Calling Nh 

Chriſtianity, ſuch LA ri is are occaſioned 

by the wafit of a full Enjoyment of G 0 P, or 

= the Remainders of Sin, or by the Weak- 

neſs of Grace, or by the imperfect State of the 

Church, or by the Relations wherein they ſtand 

to others in the World. So that the Reſt above 

Mall be 1. A full, compleat and perſelt Reſt, with 

out any Mixture of Trouble or Diſquiet. 2. 


of ſnuct and ſatiifying Reſt O! what fwectY. 


Refreſh: 


Sz xm. IV. Chriſt's ſecond Coming] Ay 1 
Refreſhment of Soul, what Tranquillity of | 
Heart and'Mind, what Complacency, in. the 
immediate Viſion and full Fruition of GO D? 
The Saints -ſhall reſt fully content, and not 
ſeek any where'elſe to make up their Happi- 
neſs. 3. An uninterrupted and undiſturbed Reſt. 
No Diſturbance can ariſe from without or 
from within. 4. An eternal Reſt. They ſhall 
reſt for evermore. ' ' 2333 

( 2.) Fulneſs of Joy and Satisfaction. They 

ſhall not only ſit down, but fir demm to Meat. 

The Joys and Pleaſures of Heaven are in the 

Holy Scriptures often expreſt under the No» - 

tion of a Feaſt. I appoint unto you 4 Kingdom, Luke 22. 

ſays Chriſt; that ye may ent and drink at my Table 29, 30. 

in my Kingdom. And elſewhere, he expreſſeth 

the Happineſs above, by the Pleaſure of a Ban- | 

quet of Wine: I will not drink henceforth, ſays Mat. 26. 

he, of this Fruit of the Vine, unt ill that Day when 7” 

T ſhall drink it new with you in my Father's King- 

dom. O what a Feaſt will the Feaſt of Glory 

i. be ! it ſhall be 1. 4 full and compleat Feaſt. _ 

e There is Drink as well as Mear; and great 
Plenty and Abundance of both, and all of the 

ed beſt. They ſhall be ahundantly ſatisfied with the Pſal.36.3, 

off Fatneſs of thy Houſe, ſays the Pſulmiſt, and thou ; 
ſhalt make them to drink of the Rivers of thy Plea- 

fures, In Heavef there is great Plenty of the 

.I choiceſt Dainties that infinite Wiſdom and . 

hel Grate could provide. The good Cheer there _ 

nd exceeds all Hypetbolies. What bleſſed Fruit 

doth the Tree of Life yield in the Midſt of the Pa- Rev. 2. 7; 

radiſe of GO D? There is all that an enlight- 

ned and enlarged Soul can deſire or receive. 

et There is no Want there; but tull-Enjoyment. 7 

2+ A Feaſt fan fach. They are 9 plal. 36.8 
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5 1 ly ſatisfied with the Exmeſs of GO D's Heut; $ 
_ Iatisfied with a Fulneſs of Happineſs and Glo- of 
ty. All their Wants are fully ſupplied, all 
their Deſires fully ſatisfied, all their Capaci - ſo 
ties completely filled. There is full Satis fa-I tk 
. Ciion in the Viſion and Fruition of G O D. fr. 
P17. 15. As for me, ſays the Pſalmiſt, I will behold thy pt 
| Face in Righteouſneſs : I ſhall be ſatisfied, when II of 
' awake, wich thy Likeneſs. 3. A joyful. Feaſt. on 
There is Joy and Mirth at a Feaſt ; ſo there I ft. 
is Fylneſs of Joy in Heaven. In thy Preſence, A; 
P.. 16. 112fays the Pſalmiſt, is Fulneſs of Joy. Even the 

1 Pet. i. 8. Joy that the Saints have in this Life, 5s un- ſin 
ſpeakable and full of Glory. And if even the Hope jy 
and Expectation of Heaven fills the Hearts of a 
Believers with unſpeakable Joy ; How great © 
._ _._ then muſt the Joys of Heaven be? 4. A Feat to 
Mat. 8.11. wich the choiceſt and beſt of Company. They ſhal I fo 
fit down with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob in the in 
Kingdom of Heaven : Yea, Chriſt himſelf ſhall gf 
be a Fellow-Banqueter with the glorified th 
Luke e af ſhall eat and Sik at his Table. tin 
30 I will arink it new with you, lays Chriſt, in mz 
35 26. Father”s K. dom, 5. 5 durable and AA.. 2 
ang Feaſt. It ſhall laſt for ever: For a freſh 5, 
P.. 16.11. Courſe ſhall be continually ſerved in. At t G 
right Hand, ſays the Pſalmiſt, there are Pleaſure: V. 
for evermore... There are Rivers of Pleaſures, D 
always freſh, always full, and always flow- ab 
ing. There ſhall. be no End of that heaven Cc 
ly Banquet; that Table ſhall never be drawn; by 
and ſuch as are once ſet down at it ſhall ne- th 

ver riſe again. 1 | | 
We ſee then what a Feaſt the Feaſt of Glory 
mall be, tho? indeed it is unſpeakable and in- 
conceivable. All the refreſhing Rxperience 

| gf 


8 ERM. V. Chriſt's ſecond Coming. 5 
Of the Love and Grace of G O D that the Saints 
have in this Life, are but a Taſte in Compari- 


ſon of what they ſhall have in Heaven: Yet 
thefe Experiences are ſometimes ſo ſweet, re- 


freſhing and ſatisfy ing, that they are inex- 


preſſible; the Saints cannot make Lapguage - ; 


of them. O then! what muſt the full Fruiti- 


on be? Therefore all we get here ſhould not 
ſtanch our Longing, but rather ſharpen our 


Appetite for the full Feaſt of Glory. 
(3.) Great Honour and Dignity. Tis no 


ſmall Honour done to Servants, when their 


Dord and Maſter ſets them down to Meat, at 
a well furniſhed Table, yea at his own Table. 


Vail, yet it ſhall be taken notice of another 


Day; and it is ſuch an Honour, as will be an 


abundant Recompenſe for all the Diſgrace and 
Contempt that is poured: on the Saints here 
by wicked Men. *Tis ſuch an Honour, that 
the Kings of the Earth would one Day be con- 
teat to give all their Honours and Dignities in 
Exchange for it. The Father will honour 


n CM y 
. v 
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them. F any Man ſerve me, ſays Chriſt, him Joh. 12. 26 


will my Father honour. And ſo will Cut: He 
e Eee, and wil come forth, and ferve 
18 2 ae 


wy we 
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them. This brings me to obſerve: here, 

2. How far Chriſt will intereſt himſelf in their 
Happineſs. The Expreſlion is .indeed wonder - 
ful, tho? metaphorical z and imports - very 
admirable Grace and Condeſcenſion on Chriſt's 
Part: For when he would ſet forth the com- 
Luke 17- mon Cuſtom-amopg Men, he ſays, Which of 
7% you having a Servant plowing, or feeding Cartle, will 
ſay umo him by and by, when he is come from the 
Field, Go, and fit down'to Meat? And will not ra- 

ther ſay unto him, Make ready wherewith I may 

ſup, and gird thy ſelf, and ſerve me. « Maſters 

expect this from their Servants ;  and*Chrif 

may well require it of us : Yet ſuch is his Con- 
deſcenſion that he will miniſter to his Ser- 

Mat. 20. vants. He was among his Diſciples as one that 
28. ſerved; and he came not, as other Maſters, 20 
be miniffred unto, but to mini ſter· And how ad- 

John 13. mirable was his Condeſcenſion, in girding him- 
& 5 * (elf, and waſbing. his Diſciples Feet. Vet the 
E xpreſſion here uſed. is not to be underſtood, 
as if Chriſt did miniſter to the glorified Saints 

in any ſervile Way: For as that is not ſuit- 

able to his glorified State, ſo Heaven's Hap- 

pineſs is not of that Nature as to admit of 

it. But the Expreſſion may import rheſe 
Things, 1. That nothing ſhall be wanting in him 

to promote aud perpetuate their Happineſs. Tho! 

he ſhall not exerciſe any Part of his Mediato- 

ry Office after the Judgment of the great 

Day; yet he will be wanting in nothing ſuit⸗ 

able to his Glorious Perſon, after the Con- 
ſummation of all Things, and the delivering 

up of the Kingdom to the Father. « Rven then 

he is ſtill true GOD, and true Aan; and as 

he is dear to the Father, ſo his Saints are dear 
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o him: Therefore he will ſorely employ all on 
his Power and Intereſt to compleat'rheir Blef- 
edneſs and Happineſs. 2. That they Jhal ſhare” 


of his omu Happineſs, according to their Capacity. 
He will make x er of theſe Fane | 


Joys and Pleaſures for Subſtance, that he hath. 

as the Recompenſe of his Service and Suffer- Blat. 252 

ings. They ſhall enter into his Foy; 1 on his 23. 

Throne; eat and drink at his Table; reign with Rev. g. 21. 

him; and be glorified with him: Guis Pre. Luke aa. 

ſence in Heaven ſhall not eclipſe, but perfect 2 * Tim. 2. 

the Glory and Happineſs of bis faithful' Ser- 12. 

vants. 3. That they e enjoy all this Happineſi Rom. 8. 

as 4 Fruit of his Mediation. And this WAN in- 17. 

deed render it the more ſweet, refreſhitip 1 

ſatisfying to them. O! it will be in 4 

a pleaſant Reflection to them, to think, ha 

all this Happineſs is come to them throngh his 

Blood, by his Procurement as the Faber Ser- 

vant in the Work of Redemption. This will 

accent their Songs and Praifes in Heaven. We 

read of the Saints, that they ſung the Syn of the Revagy: 

Lamb; and that they ſung 4 new Song, Obs * 

Thou art worthy to take 15 Rook,” and to qpen t 

Seals thereof: For thou waſt ſlain, ard haſt redeem- 

ed 1 to G O D hh Blood, out 25 every Kindred 

and. 7. Tongue, and People, and Nation; and haſt 

made "us unto our GOD, Kings and Priefts. 

And the glorious Angel: jolt, . NH v. 12. Sa ing 

with a loud Voite, Worthy 'is 100 Lamb that was 

ſtain, . to receive Power, and Riches; and l Wiſdom 

and. A and Honour, and Glory, Bleſe 
*Fis true, as this laſt is the Song of the 

ſo the former is the Song of the Re- 
aneh in the Church militant on Ear th; 
A 


me it _ "what * bo Fir Song in Hes: 


Mat. 24. 


7 
Py 


A Preparation for 
ven: For they do but begin that Song now, 
Mhich they ſhall be ever ſinging in Glory. 


I ſhould now proceed to the 


Ser M. IV. 


Application of 


this Doctrine, but cannot at this Time enter 
upon it. Ogly we may ſee here, What great 
Encouragement we have to ſerious and earneſt 
Preparation for the ſecond Coming of Chriſt. 
If we wait and watch for his Coming, having 
onr Loinsgirt about, and our Light burning, then 
his Coming will be joyful and comfortable to 


Bs. Their Bleſſedneſs and Happineſs is inex- 


preſſible and vnconceivable, who ſhall be found 
ready when'he comes. But if you pleaſe your 
ſelves with a fair outward Profeſſion, without 
an inward Principle of Grace; and with a 


gorm of Godlineſs, without the- Bower of it: 
If ye indulge your ſelves in carnal Delights, or 


in Eaſe and Idleneſs, in Sloth and Security; 
then his Coming will be a dreadful Surprize 
to you, And that Day will be very terrible. 


Therefore let us ſhake off Sloth 


and 'Lazineſs, 


and ronze up our ſelves. Our Great Lord and 
Maſter who is now gone to Heaven, hath left 
us much Work ta do; and he will come again 
to count and reckon with us. Therefore let 
us gird wp the Loins of our Minds, and ſtudy to 
be always in a prompt and ready Diſpoſition 
. for our Maſter's Work. Let us look to it 


that our 855 be burning; that we have 


- 


Grace, and 


race in a lively Exerciſe, that 


we may ſhine as Lights in the World : And let us 
thus wait and mech continually for his Com- 
ing. O bleſſed is that Seryant, whom his Lord, 
when be cometh, ſhall find ſo doing. I ſhall. read 
to you Two Texts.of Scripture, which | recom- 
mend; together with my Ter, 


to your deep 


Meditas 


1 


* 
t 
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w. Meditation: in private. One is in Mark xi. 
ww, 32: - 37, But of that Day, and that Hour 
Hioweth no Man, no not the Angels which, are in 
of | Heaven, neither the Song but the Father. Take ye 
er | beed, watch and pray; for ye know not when the 
at | Time is. For the Son of Man, is as Nas taking 
et far Journey, who left his Houſe, am gaue Au- 
& If thority to bis Ser pants, and to every Man his Work, 
ng and commanded the Porter to watch Watch ye 
en | therefore (for ye know not when the Maſter of the 
to | Houſe cometh, at Even, or at Mid-night, or at 
x. | the Cock-crowing, or in the Morning) leſs coming 
ad ſuddenly, be find you ſleeping. And what I ſay 
ur nt You I ſay unto all, watch. The other Text 
ut is the latter Part of the Parable of the Ten 
a | Virgins, in Math. xxv. 5. - 13. While 
it: if the Bridegroom tarried, they all ſtumbred and ſlept. 
or | And at Aid night there was a Cry made, Behold, 
; e Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to, meet him. 
wo Then all thoſe Virgins aroſe, and trimmed their 
le; | Lamps. And the fooliſh ſaid unto the wiſe, Give 
fs, ef your Oil, for your Lamps are gone out. But 
nd | the wiſe anſwered, ſaying, Not ſo, leſt there be not 
ft; eh for us and jou; but go ye rather to them that 
in ell, and buy for your ſelves. And while they went 
et % buy, the Bridegroom came, and they that wers 
ta ready went in with him to the Marriage, and the 
on Door was ſhut. Afterward came alſo the other 
it Virgius, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open to us: But he 
ve | anſwered, and ſaid, Verily I ſay unto you, 1 know 
nat | you not. Watch thereſore, for ye know neither the 
us | Day, nor the Hour, wherein the Son of Man cometh. 
m- | Let me obteſt you not to ſatisfy your ſelves 
d, with an empty Profeſſion of Chriſtianity,tho? 
ad never ſo glorious: For as Meteors are ſoon 
m- ſPent, ſo the Lamps of Profeſſion are ſoon ex- 
ep N tinguilned, 
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tinguiſned, when there is no Oil of Grace tc 
feed them. Therefore make ready. Get 
Oil in ng _ 2 — and 
Keep your Lamps burning. happy the 
who Hall be Foun ready when the 12 1 
'cometh ! For they ſhall enter with him to the 
Mfarringe; i. e. He will receive them into the 
s of Heaven, and admit them to immediate 
and eternal Communion with himſelf. But 
dreadfol will their Condition be, whom the 
ry» wag Coming ſhall ſurpriſe in an unpre- 
pared State! The Door of Grate and Mercy 


2 


mall then be ſnut upon them; fand tho' they 
Knock, they ſhall find no Acceſs, but be debar- 
ted for ever from the Joys and Pleaſures of 
the other World, and caſt into outter Dark- 
Heſs; where there ſhall be weeping and gnalh- 
ing of Teeth. ' | Tb 
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SERMON V. 
After the L OR Ds SUPPER, 
che Being another SER M ON perſwading * 


ate to Preparation for the ſecond Co- 
ming of Cunigr. _ 
1 . eee 
re. | wt ot HF Tap FOR lt aan 
cyl Lake xit. 3, 36, 37, 38, 39, 0. 
ey Tes your Loins be girded about, and your Light burning 


ar. 4nd ye. your ſelves like unto Men; that wait for their Lord, 
when be will return from the W:dding, that wben be co- 
: meth and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately, 
M. Bleſſed are thoſe Servants whom the Lord, when he comet 
| find watching: Verily, I ſay unto you, that be bag 
ird bimſelſ, and make them. to fit down 10 Meat, and 
will come forth, and ſerve them. | 
And if he ſhall come in 715 ſecond Watch, or come in ny 
I third Watch, and find them hh, bleſſed are ibeſe Servant 3 
4.4 this kaom, ba tbe Gopd-man of the Houſe hat 
1 | Known. what Hour, the Thief would cone, he would have 
N wachen, and not haue ſu 


ed bis Houſe to be broken 
Be ye therefore ready alſo: For ib San of Man cometh as 
an Hour when ye think not, 8 


dy from this Text, and propoſed this Po- 

e &rine. from it, That great is their Bleſſed- 

% and Happineſs whoſe tarneſt Endeavour it is to 

be always in 4 Readineſs ſor Chriſt's ſecond Coming. 

N 1 have ſhewed, that Chriſt who is gone to Hea- 
yen will come again; wherein our Readinefs 

for his Coming doth confiſt > why we ſhould 
R Aae 


T4; 4 WP TV 45 e Ne th 5 8 
1 Have had Occaſion to fpeak to 1 alrea- 


> 


122 


| are wholly unconcerned a 


oe Pg f stin v. 


always be in a Readineſs for it; and in what 


1 proceecnane to the Arhlica ion. 8 
"Uſe 1. For Lamentation. Dias that many 
t the Comin 
Griff, and careleſs whethe they are ready 05 
not! 

me, put off the Thoughts of his Coming, and 
live merrily and quietly in a careleſs and un- 
prepared State. Many take Occaſion from 
Chrif's long Tarrying, to ſet the Day of his 
Coming at a great Diſtance in their own 


Thoughts; and ſo indulge themſelves in Se- 


curity and Wickedneſs: Like that evil Servant, 


Mat. 24. who {aid in hi Heart; My Lord delayeth his Co- 


48, 49. 


ming; and fo began to ſmite his Fellow-Servants, 
and to eat and drink with the Drunken. Some of 
you have a fair outward A and talk 
en of Religion ; But alas ! ye Treks your 
Ives with — Talk and Diſgourſe, while ye 
are looſe and careleſs in your pragice. x 
thers of you are outwardly blameleſs in your 
Lives,and ſeemingly diligent in Duty, and pro- 
feſs to wait for the Coming of Chr; ;, yea, x 
may be, are confident that all ſhall go we 
with you when the Bridegroom CORR; as = 
fooliſh Virgins were,” But alas! ye are wholly 


Stran ers to a Work of ſaving Grace u 


N earts. Ve have Lamps, but line ho 
I 


il in your Veſſels ;/ a ſhining Profeſſion,but no 


2 of Grace to maintain it, and to keep 
your Light burning. You have, it may be, 


K 


Reſpects they are bleſſed and happy whom 
| chriſt when he comes ſhall ind . 


1 fear that too many of you that hear 
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ur good Modes 2 Fits of Devotion ; 3 a 
te Warmth of Affection now and then, at 
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When ſuch as were ready went in with the 


ready? Ye who 


pet, which ſhalt be an Alarm to eternal Ven- 
geance? O Sinners, let your Hearts trem- 


this worſe than Devils, for they believe and Ja. 2. 19; 


G OD, ſuch as have the Truth of Grace in 
them, ar, forthe moſ part, ſo ack f 
I, 18 4 *. 9 7 ) 2 b 5, þ 2 
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a Sermon, or a Communion: But theſe Fits 
are foon over ß ſo that your Gone, is 4s # Hoſ, 6. 4. 
3 Cloud, and as the early Dem it goeth ar 
way. Alas! how many flothful Profeſſors are 
there, who ſnort upom a Bed of Lazineſs and 
Security, under a clear Goſpel-Light? A 
Form is eaſily maintained, and vaniſhing Af- 
fections are ſoon ſtirred: But ſerious Prepa- 
ration for the Coming of Chriſt will coſt Men 
Labour and Diligence; and many are ſo much 
in Love with their carnal Eaſe, that they can- 
not be at Pains: TS NINE I 
But Oh! Conſider how dreadful. your Con- 
dition is like to be, when ye are called to meet 
Chrift at his Coming, O take heed that it do 
not fare with you, as with the fooliſh Virgins ! 


Bridegroom to the Marriage, the Door was ſhut 
— 755 them, and they were excluded, tho 
they were earneſt to be admitted. How ter- 
rible will his CO be to you, if you are not 
eſpiſe the ſtill and calm 
Voice of the Goſpel, what will ye do when ye 
ſhall hear the dreadful Sound of the laſt Trum- 


le at the Thoughts of theſe Things. If you | 
tremble not, you are-worſe than Felix, a poor Add. 24.25 
Pagan, who trembled when Paul difcourſed to 
him of a Judgment to come Yea, you are in _ 


tremble. 


Stcondly, Alas that eren the Children of 


mi 
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mifs in preparing and making ready for the 
Coming of Chriſt. Dear Chriſtians, Are ye rea- 
dy to meet the Bridegroom Alas no! It may 
be, more unready than you were ſome Years 
ago. Some of you would not for all the 
World be called to meet him in your pre- 
ſent Frame and Poſture. Alas ! your Loins 
ure not girt about, nor your Light burn- 
ing. There is not that Promptneſs and Rea- 


dineſs of Diſpoſition for the Work and Service 1 


of Chri# that ſometimes there hath been. And cho 
your Light burns dim; The Grace of GOD | ly 
in you is at a low Paſs, like a little Fire be- I hay 
neath the Aſhes. You do not rouze up your | ma 
ſelves, but indulge your Sloth and. Lazineſs in I me 
2 great meaſure; and are ſecure and careleſs, I tha 


in reſpect of what ye were wont to be. and 


But conſider how ſad this is. For 1. Hence | vic 
it is that there is ſo great an Unwillingneſs to || all. 


die; and that ye cannot entertain ſerious | the 
Thoughts of Chrit's Coming, without Fear || Gir 


and Trembling. 2. Hence alſo are all your || to 


Afflictions. GOD is fain to uſe ſharp. Rods || you 
to rouze and awaken your ſecure and lazy || anc 
Souls. When ye fall a ſleeping and ſlumber- Str 


ing, your awakening is like to be ſad: For as || in; 
'G O D ſent a Tempeſt after Jonah, ſo he uſually || to 
Hinds: out ſome ſharp Rod to ſcourge drouzy || yo! 
Saints to their Duty. 3. Ye know not how || Th 
ſudden and ſprpriſing Chriſt's Coming may be || ma 


ta yon. How ſuddenly may the Gy be raiſed, wit 


Behold the Bridegroom cometh? And what a vor 
Hurry may ye be in, and what Fears may | for 


'feite your Soul, if ye are not ready? How ſad | Nc 


will it be, if, like the /5rgins, ye ſhall be found || for 
fleepingang ſlumbering, juſt when 8 Ap 
f 4 Ef Y He * 


is coming? 
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Uſe 2. For Exhortation. Make it your car- 


neſt Endeavour to be always in a Readineſs for 


Chriſt's. Coming to you, whether at Death or 
judgment. Let your Loins. be girt about, and 


watch 
the Nature of theſe Duties, and ſhewed you 
what is implied in them: But let me now urge: 
e e e gti dia 
1. See that your Lygins be girt about. You have 


choſen Chriſt for your Aſaſter, and have ſolemn- 
ly bound your ſelves to be his Servants: You! 


have engaged and covenanted to be his; and 
many of you have lately ſealed this Engage- 


ment at the Lord's Table. Now the Service 
h 


that Chriſt requires of you, tho” moſt pleaſant 
and honourable, yet is great and 'weighty Ser- 
vice, ſuch as requires the united Strength of 
all your Powers and Faculties. Therefore, as 


our Light burning; Wait. for your Lord, and 


the LORD calls to Job once and again, Job 38. 3. 


Gird up now thy Loins like a Man; ſo do I call and 45.7 


to you, Gird up your Loins, and buckle to 
your Work. Shake off Sloth and Security, 
and rouze vp your, ſelves: Gather in the 
Strength of your Souls to your Work: -Call 


in all the Powers and Faculties of your Souls 


to attend on your Maſter's Buſineſs: Call in 
your Hearts, and hold them in: Gird your 
Thoughts and Affections together, that they 
may not gad abroad: And arm your ſelves 
with Reſolution and Fortitude of Mind, that 
your Maſter's Work and Service may be per- 
formed vigorouſly, earneſtly, and reſolutely. 
No Grace can be exerciſed, nor any Duty per- 
formed, by a Soul that is ungirt. Hence the 


— 
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Apoſtle exhorts, Wherefore gird up the Lains of "Pets1,15 
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Jour Mind. And then it follows, Le ſober, and 
hope to the End, for the Grace that is to be brought 
' amto you, at the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Gird, and be ſober ; Gird, and hope to the 
End. So, Gird, and act Faith; Gird, and Tt 
act Love vigorouſly : Gird your felves, and 
pray; Gird your ſelves, and hear the Word. 
Here that is ttue, ungirt and unblef. When thy 
your Affections are ſcattered, fo that yon have 
too many Things to fear, or too many Things 
To love, or too many Things to care for; then 
you cannot ſerve the LORD with Vigour T] 
and Intention of Mind. But when the 
Strength of your Soul is gathered in and gird- 10 
ed together, then are ye in a prompt and rea. th 
dy DiſHoſition for every Duty. Some of you 
complain of your Non-profictency in Religion, 
and that you meet with, many Impediments f 
and Hinderances in your Way: But the great ? 
Hinderance is, that your Loins are not girt, 
your Hearts not united in your Work, nor in- 0 
tent upon it. Hence it is that there is ſo 1 
much looſe Praying, looſe Hearing, looſe 1 
Communicating, and looſe Walking. There- ** 
fore gird your Loins with Strength. 7 
For this End, labour to have your Hearts 
deeply impreſs'd with 4 Senſe of the great la 
Weight and Importance of your Work as Ser- 


vants to Chriſt,and of the many Difficulties and * 
IÜmpediments in your Way; And with ſuch a D 
Senſe of the Evidence and Conſequence” of the th 


great Things of Eternity, as may command 
your whole Soul after them. © The ſerving, 
<« pleaſing and glorifying G O PD, the ſaving 
« mine own Soul; This is all I have to mind; 


< This is the great Work I have to do: No © 
ty 


, 
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Matter what become of the latereſts and | 

“ Congerns of this preſent Life, if my Salva- | 
Pn Me tion-work 7 on. If this Work be not 
hel“ done, then I am eternally undone: But. if 
d this Work be done, 1 am made for ever.“ 
ad Therefore gird up thy Loins, and come away. 


- 
- 


And 
Tht 


Cry with the Pſalmiſt, Dniie my Heart to fear Pſ. 86. i 1. 
thy Name. $0, unite my Heart to love, ſerve 
and obey thee. Be earneſt with G O D to gird 
jag the Strength of your Soul together. 
82. Let your Light be burning Labour to have 
your Graces always in a lively Exerciſe. 7 wo 
he | Things here I exhort you to. 1 
d. . (3): See that your Light be fed with Oil, 
.. || You bave a ſhining Profeſſion; But ſee that. 
there be an inward Principle of Grace, like 
oil in the Veſſel, to feed the Flame. Alas! 
many of you pleaſe your ſelves with the Blaze 
at of an outward Profeſſion, without. an inward 
Work of Grace upon your Heart. But when 
the Bridegroom cameth, your Lamps will be | 
gone out, if there be no Ol to feed them. 4 
if | Without an inward Principle of Grace, the | | 

faireſt and moſt. glorious Profeſſion will fail | 
ou when you have moſt to do; and all your , | 
ts Vain Hopes and falſe Peace, grounded an your | 
at | 2utward Profeſſion and formal Duties, will at F 
75 laſt leave you aſhamed. For, the Hypoerite's Joh. 8. 12. 
d Hype ſpall periſh, Ne & 11. 20. 
vnn upof the Ghoſt. At leaſt, it ſhall beſo at ä 
he Death; For, whaz is the Hope of the Hypocrite, Job 27.8. 
id tho! he hath gained, when G O D taketh away his 

Soul ? Therefore, as you love your Souls, do 

not ſatisfy your ſelves with an external Pro- 
1: | feflion, or your having the Reputation of good 
10 keople: And do not reſt on common Grace; 
er OF ſome- 
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ſomething that reſembles true Grace, and i 
very like it, but is a meer Shadow of it. Bu 
labour to get an inward Principle of Grace, 
Principle of ſpiritual Life in your Souls. Thi 
is like Oil in the Veſſel, to keep your Light 
burning. If once ye get this, it will neve 

| fail you, but will increaſein the pouring out 

2 Kings q. as the Widow's Oil did: That you may get a 

in ward Principle of Grace; uſe diligently the 
Ordinances and Means of Grace, eſpecially 

the reading and hearing of the Word, Medi 

tation and Prayer. This is to go to the Mag 

ket and buy; and ſee that you do ſo before I 

he too late. Seek an Unction from the Holy 

One. Go to the G O D of all Grace, who is 

able to make all Grace abound to you. Ane 
ſecek to him through the Bleſſed Mediator 

Zech. 4. Chriſt. The Prophet had repreſented to him it 

1 12. a Viſion wo Olive. Trees, and two Olive · Branch. 

| es, which through two Golden-Pipes emptied the 
Y Golden-Oil out of themſelves into the Golden 
Candleſtick. The plain Meaning ſeems to be 
this, that the Golden- Oil of Grace is commu- 
nicated from Chriſt the Otive-Tree, - by the 
Spirit the Olive-Branch, through the Ordinan- 
ces the Golden-Pipes, into the Golden-Can- 
| Feſtick of the Church; 4. e. into the Hearts 
= of Believers, to make their Lamps to burn. 
Therefore bring your empty - Veſſels to. Chriſt 
the Olive-Tree, that they may be filled with 
the Golden-Oil of Grace. Seek to GON 
through Chrift in the Uſe of his own Ordt- 
nances. | . -- cal 
2: See that your Light burn bright, and that 
our Oil keep your Lamp burning. Labour to 
ve Grace ſo lively in its Exerciſe, as that 
. it 
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it may influence all the Parts of your Conver⸗ 


ſation. Let Grace be viſible and conſpicuous 
in your Life, that your Path may he as the ſhi- 
wing Light. To this purpoſe our Bleſſed Savi- 
our exhorts, Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, 
that they may ſee your good Works, and glorify your 


Prov. FRY 
18, * 


Mat. 5. 16. 


Father which is in Heaven. Agreeable Where- 


unto is that of the Apoſtle, That ye may be blame- 
leſs and harmleſs, the Sons of G O D, without Re- 
buke, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Nati- 
on, among whom ye ſhine as Lights in the World. 
If your Light ſhine. bright, labour to preſerve 


Phil.2,1 6 


it ſo, Let Grace be kept in conſtant Exerciſe, 


and make ſerious Gadlineſs your chief Work 
and Study; and take heed of what may ob- 
ſcure your Light. Qvench not the Spirit by 
carnal Delights, or careleſs Neglects of Duty, 
or a cuſtomary Performance of them. If your 
Light be dim, clear it up. We read of the 
Virgins trimming their Lamps So, ſtir up the 
Grace of GOD that. is in you; and make 
this your daily Practice. The Lamps of the 
Sanctuary were to be dreſ# or trimmed every 
Morning. Labour to remove the Filth and 
Droſs of Sin that chokes your Light, by the 
daily renewed Exerciſe of Repentance, and 
Faith in Chriſt, Renew your Reſolutions for 
Duty, and cloſs walking with GO D: And 
feek to G OD through Chriſt daily for freſh 
Supplies of Grace, that your Light die not for 
o | 
3. Wait for the Lord. Look and long for 
his Coming, and leave it to him to moderate 
his own Pace, and to come in his own Time. 
See that ye do not faint or weary. 


- 


i Cord 


Exod, 30. 
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18. 


Unſider 1. The Old Teſtament Saints waited for 
his firſt Coming. Jacob, when dying, cries out, 


Gen. 49. J have waited fot thy Salvation, O LORD. 


* 


3 ſe 
Heb.9.287 they are deſcribed by this, that they lool for 


him. And the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of it as a 


Theſſ. 1. Fruit of Converſion : Te turned to GO D from 
5, 10. Idol, ſays he, to ſerve'the living and true G O D, 


and to wait for his Son from Heaven. Ye have 
not the Character of true Saints, if ye are not 
looking and waiting for Chriſt's Coming. 3. 
Tour Relation to Chriſt requires this. Ye are his 
Servants ;, and ſhall not Servants wait for their 
| Lord and Maſter? Again, He is your High- 
Prieft, and ye are his People. When the 
High-Prieſt entred into the Holy of Holy's, 
the People waited without, till he ſnould come 
out and ſolemnly bleſs them: So Chriſt, our 
reat High-Prieſt, having entred within the 
ail of the heavenly Sanctuary, we are to 
wait for him, when he will come out again to 
bleſs vs with everlaſting Bleſſings. 4. Waiting 
for Chriſt hath great Advantages for the preſent. 
It will quicken you to Diligence in your Chri- 


2 


2 Pet. 2. ſtian- work. Wherefore, ſays the Apoſtle, ſee- 


th. 


ing that ye loo for ſuch Things, be diligent that ye 
tay be found of him in Peace without yo ans 
tub ; Ham. 


r 
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blameleſs. When Men weary of waiting, this | 
deſtroys all Religion: As we ſee in that wick- _ 
ed Servant, who ſaid, Aly Lord delayeth his Co- Mat. 24, 
ming; and ſo began to ſmite his Fellow-Serwants, 48, 49. 
and to eat and drink with the Drunken. And wait- 

ing and looking for Chriſt will beget an heaven- 

ly Temper and Walk. Our Converſation is in Phil,3.20, ' 
Heaven, ſays the Apoſtle, from whence alſo we 
look for the Saviour the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 5. * 
Wait for Chriſt, and ye ſhall not wait in vain. 

Bleſſed are all they that wait for him: And they Iſa. 320.18. 
ſhall not be aſhamed that wait for him. Your & 49.23. 
waiting for Chriſt ſhall at laſt come to a bleſſed 

and happy Account for your own Souls: For 

unto them that look for him, ſhall he appear the ſe- Heb. 9. 29 
cond Time, without Sin, unto Salvation. If ye 

look and wait for him, then may ye expect his 
Salvation. : £0 | | 

Well then, wait for your Lord continually; 

And for this Ead be much in Prayer for the 
Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace. The Apoſtle 
prays for the Theſſalonians, The LORD direct 2 Theſſ 3. 
your Hearts unto the Love of G O D, and unto the 5 
patient waiting for Chriſt. Ye cannot attain to 
this patient waiting without Divine Direction. 

The beſt of Men are oft-times ſo. little affe&t- 

ed with the Thoughts of Chriſt's Coming, and 

ſo ſlack and remiſs in their Preparation for it, 

that they need the Aſſiſtance and Influence of 
Divine-directing Grace. And there are ſo 

many intervening Clouds between us and that 

Day, ſuch Clouds as darken our Sight, and 

obſcure our Faith, that we need to pray ear- 

neſtly that our Eyes may be anointed with ſpi- 
ritual Eye-Salve; that we may get ſuch an 
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affecting dight of Chriſt's Coming, as if we ſaw 
it with our bodily Eyes. 855 | 
4. Watch for Chriſt's Coming. This is a ne- 
ceſſary Duty incumbent. on all - Chriſtians. 


Mark 13. What J ſay unto you, ſays our Lord, I: ſay unto 
all, watch. - Carnal Security is an Evil that is 


incident to all Sorts: of Chriſtians, young and 
old. Tis incident to young Chiiſtians; They 
have ſo little Experience of the Power of Sin, 


of the Prevalency of Temptations, and of their 


own Weakneſs, that they are apt to grow 
ſelt confident, and to truſt to their own good 
Reſolutions; and ſo, remitting of their ſpiri- 
tual Watchfulneſs, are oft- times wofully en- 
Taared. Tis incident to old experienced Chri- 
ſtians: Noah, Lot, David, and other Saints, 
were ſurpriſed with fearful Temptations, and 


carried into groſs Sins, even when they were 


old, and after many Experiences of the Love 
aid Grace of GO D. The wiſe Virgins did 
not ſleep, till their main Work was, in a great 
meaſure, over. *Tis ſaid to the Commenda- 


2 Chr. 13. tion of King Fehoſhaphat, That be walked in the 
5 Fit Ways of bis Father David. It ſeems that 


David's firſt Ways were his beſt Ways. Alas! 
there are few. Chriſtians whoſe 14 Days are 
their beft Days. I ſay then, that carnal Secu- 
Tity is incident to all Sorts of Chriſtians: And 
?is incident to them evenafter ſolemn Duties, 
and aſter ſpecial Manifeſtations of G O D un- 


to them. We ſee this in Chriſt's. Diſciples. 


They had been partaking of both: Sacraments, 
of the Old and New Teftament, the Paſſover, and 
the Lord's Supper; and Chriſt himſelf being the 
e eb |-doybt not therę were ſpecial 
the Divine Preſence on that Occa- 
n | ſion; 


- 
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ſion: Yer ſoon after, even that ſame Night, 


when they had gone out into the Garden, they 


could not watch with Chriſt one Hour, no 


not the beſt among them; They fell aſleep a- 
gain and again; and their bodily - Sleep, in 


ſuch a Seaſon, did ſadly bewray the Security 


of their Souls. Now, many of you have of 


late been at the Lord's Table, drawing near 
to G O D in a moſt ſolemn Ordinance: And 


ſome of you have, it may be, had ſpecial Ma- 
nifeſtations of G O D, and rich and ſweet Ex- 


periences of his Love and Grace in the Uſe of 
that Ordinance. Vet your Danger is great. 
Sat an is ready to lay your Sobl afleep, and ye 
have ill Hearts that are much inclined to ſpi- 


ritual Sleeping and Slumbering: So that ye 


need to take heed to your ſelves, Some ſad 
Temptation may be at hand. Watch againſt 


ſpiritval Pride and ſelf Conceit, and againſt 


ſpiritual Sloth and Lazineſs. Watch, leſt the 
Subtility of Satan, and the Deceits of your own 
Hearts, rob you of the Fruit and Benefit of 
Duties and Ordinances, and particularly of 
that great Ordinance of the Lord's Supper. 
And watch continually. The Lamp in the Ta- 


bernacle was to burn always, vix. in the Night Exod. 27: 
Seaſon; for Aaron was to light the Lamps at 20. & 30. 8, 


Even. And what is our whole Eife in this 
World, but a dark Night of Temptation, 
wherein our Candle ſhould never go out? 
When ye put your Danger farreſt off, then it is 
neareſt at hand. f i 

Conſider 1. Who bids yon watch. Tis your 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour. *Tis the Great Cap- 
tain of Salvation that gives this Word of Com- 
mand, I fay unte al, watch, | And he. knows 


- 


your 
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your Danger better than ye do. 2. Your 
watching will be of great Advantage. He that 
bids you watch, will ſurely bleſs it with Suc- 
ceſs. Tis a Mean of ſtrengthning ſmall Re- 

Rev.3. 2. mainders of Grace. Be watchful, ſays Chriſt, 
and ſtrengthen the Things that remain, that are rea- 
4y to die. And tis a bleſſed Mean of prevent- 
Nat. 26, ing much Evil and Miſchief to the Soul. Watch 
41. and pray, ſays our Lord, that ye enter not into 
Temptation. The watchful Chriſtian avoids 
many Evils that others are ſurpriſed with. 
3. There is great Danger in not watching. When 
eare off your Watch, ye may ſuddenly be 
ſurpriſed with fearful Temptations ; ſo that 
your not watching one Hour may keep you 
waking many an Hour on a very uncomfort- 
able Occaſion. And O what a ſad Surpriſal 
may Chriſt's Coming be to you, if you do not 
| watch! Ponder what Chriſt ſaith to the 
Rev, 3. 3, Church of Sardis ; I therefore thou ſhall not watch, 
I will come on thee as a Thief, and thou ſhalt not 
know what Hour I will come upon thee. And all 
the World cannot tell you how many Evils ye 

are liable into at Chriſt's Coming on you. 
Well then, watch for Chriſt's Coming. 
Watch againſt whatever may unfit you for 
meeting with him; and watch continvally, till 
he come. For this End, 1. I recommend much 
holy Fear. Fear keeps Men awake. That 
Sentinel that ſtands in Fear leaſt an Enemy 
o_ upon him, will not eaſily fall aſleep. So 
re, Fear leſt Chrif*s Coming ſurpriſe you, 
Left coming ſuddenly he find you ſleeping. Keep 
up a fearful Apprehenſion of your Danger, by 
reaſon of the Power of Sin, the Prevalency of 


Temptations, and your owa Weakneſs. And, 


ponder 
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are indeed ſweet Companions. Unleſs GOD 33: 
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ponder the many ſad Experiences ye have had © 
of theſe Things, even after ſolemn Vowing 
and Covenanting. O what Reaſon have we to 
walk in Fear! And happy is the Man that fears prov. 282 
eth alway. 1. Uſe awakening and rouzing Medi- 14. 
tations. That Man will not eaſily fleep who is 
thoughtful on ſomething of Weight and Im- 
portance. Think of Heayen and Hell, of 

Death and a Judgment to come. Thiak of the 
ſecond Coming of Chriſt, the Glory of his Co- 

ming, and the End of his Coming; and how 

it is like to fare with you on that Day: And 

think, if ye fall aſleep, what ſad Awakenings 

ye may meet with ſrom the Lord. Let your 
Thoughts of theſe Things be frequent, deep 

and ponderous. 3. Study Sobriety in the Uſe of 

all lawful Things. Watchfulneſs and Sobriety are 
often joined together. Let us not ſleep, as do o- 1 Theſſ. 5. 
thers, ſays the Apoſtle Paul; but let us watch G- 

and be ſober. And ſays the Apoſtle Peter, The 1 Pet. 4.70 
End of all Things is at hand: be ye therefore ſober, 

and watch uuto Prayer. VUaleſs ye be ſober, Je 

cannot watch. Be ſober therefore in the Uſe 

of Meat and Drink, and of all lawful Delights 

and Comforts. Be ſober in your Affection un- 
to, and Cares about worldly Things. To 

this purpoſe our. Lord cautions his Diſciples, 
Take heed to your ſelves, leſt at any Time your Luke 210 
Hearts be overcharged with Surfeiting and Drunk- 24, 
enneſs, and. Cares of this Life, and ſo that Day come 

pon you whawares. 4. De frequent in Prayer. 

atchfulneſs and Prayer are alſo often joined. 

Watch and pray, ſays our Saviour, that ye enter Mat. 26; 
not into Temptation. And, Take ye heed, watch41. 

and pray: for ye know not when the Time is. They Mark 13. 


watch 
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watch your Heart, all your watching will be 
in vain. Therefore ye need to pray earneſtly 


that he wovld watch over your watching. 
Call in the Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace. 5. Get 


and maintain 4 deep and lively Senſe of Chrift*s 


Mat.25, 5 « ſecond Coming. Tis ſaid of the Vin Zins, - While 


* Bride 15 1 tarried, they all fnenbered an _—_— 
They thought he tarried, FN pe the 
Thoughts of his Doin: and fo Fn aſleep. 


Therefore be often thinking of his Coming, 
and think of it as near at hand. Thus, labour 


to have the Senſe of kis N deep and live- 


Ty upon your Heart. 


Having thus endeavoured to preſs the Dutits 


Preparation here required in my Text, 1 ſhall 
in proſecuting this V/e of the Doctrine yet fur- 


ther, 


1. Propoſe ſands Things by wa of Mitive, to 
| excite and engage you to make it your 
great Buſineſs to be always ready for 
- Oriſt's ſecond Coming. | 
. Shew you how this Work muſt be gone about; 
; Give a few Direction, for this . 


Firſt, To quicken you to earnef} Endeavours 


to be always ready for the Colving of Chriſt, 1 


propoſe theſe Conſiderations. + 
| 1. Conſider who comes. *Tis the Lord Jeſs 


Chriſt: And is it not neceſſary for his Honour 
that ye ſhould be ready? What Maſter, ha- 


ving gone abroad, will not reckon himſelf af- 
fronted by his Servants, if upon his Return with 


ading abroad, eating and drinking with the 
unken, ſo that he is not attended and wait- 


89 


Xt Solemnity, he find them idle, ſlothful, 


ang Cot mw e -G ones oe AM © oa oo 
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| Count will be ſo ftri#t, ſo particular, ſo impartial, 
that we ſhould all tremble at the Thoughts of 
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ed on? On the other hand, will he not recs © 
kon himſelf honoured by them, if he find them 

buſy at Work, waiting for his Coming, ready 

at his Call, that when he knocks they may open 

to him immediately? So here, Chriſt is our Lord 

and Maſter: And who is ſo great and glorious 

a Maſter as he is? Surely, our Preparation 

ſhould be ſuch as may be anſwerable to the 

Glory and Dignity of ſo great a Mater. 

2. Conſider the manner of his Coming. O how . 
plorious it will be! He comes in Power and Mat. 242 
great Glory. If you were called to meet ſome 30. 
great King, riding in great Pomp and State, 

what Preparation would you make ? And 

ought you not much more to make ready to 

meet the Great King of Kings coming in all the 

Glory of the upper and better World? He 

comes, not as in the Days of his Fleſh, in tha 

Form of a Servant, but in the Glory of his Father; 
attended, not by a few Fiſher-men,. but by a 
glorious Retinue of innumerable Angels; rid- 

ing, not upon an Aſs, but upon the Clouds of 
Heaven; and environed with flaming Fire. 

Surely the Glory of his Coming ſhould greatly 
influence your Preparation. _ 

3. Conſider the End of his Coming. He comes 

to take Account how you haye behaved during 

his Abſence, and how you have managed the 

Truſt committed to you. So, tis ſaid in the | | 
Parable of the Talents, Aftty a long Time, the Mat. 253 -4 
Lord of theſe Servants cometh, and reckoneth with 19. Eo 
them. And, ſays the Apoſtle, Every one of us Rom: 144 | 
ſral give Account of himſelf to G O D. The Ac- 2 


it, aud do our utmolt to haye our Accounts 
C5 | 8 a ready. 


ready. Having a Reckoning to make up, and 
Joch a Reckoning as that ſhall be, we ſhould 
have our Accounts ready ſtated and baltanced, 
It will be your final and laſt Account; He 
comes to count and reckon with you once for 
all: Therefore if your Accounts be not ready 
then, they can never be ready; for, there will 
be no more Trial after that. And you know 
Dot how little Time you may have to get 
| your Accounts in Readineſs : Therefore ye 
ould be always ready. | | 
4. Conſider that this is the End of all the Or- 
dinances, eſpecially the Word and Sacrament. 
They are appointed for promoting and fur- 
thering our Preparation-work for the ſecond 
Coming of Chriſt. Therefore, in the Word, 
there are ſo many Warnings: and Advertiſe- 
ments given of his Coming, ſo many Calls to 
make ready, ſo many Directions given for that 
Ed, and fo many preſſing Arguments and 
Motives to quicken our Preparation. This alſo 
is the End of the Sacrament of the Supper. We 
come to the Sacrament to get our Hearts 
more deeply impreſs'd with a Senſe of Chrif's 
Coming; Therefore in the Sacrament we are 
put in Mind of his Coming; and the Bread 
and Wine there is given us as a Pledge of his 
Coming: As often, ſays the Apoſtle, as ye eas 
this Bread, and' drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the 
Lord's Death t I he come. Again, We come to 
the Sacrament to get our Loins g1rded about, our 
ſpiritual Strength and Vigovr gathered in and 
girded together, and to get a prompt and rea- 
dy Diſpoſition for our Maſters Work: And 
we come to trim our Lamps, that our Lights 
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May burn bright; To get our Graces W 
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to a more lively Exerciſe, that they may in- 
fluence all the Parts of our” Converſation, 
Now, this being the End of theſe Ordinances, 
therefore, unleſs we improve them this Way, 
we hear and communicate in vain. 139 
5. Conſider, whether ready or unready we muſt 
all meet Chriſt at his Coming. Meet him we mult, 
This cannot be avoided. : When the Cry is 
made, Behold the Bridegroom cometh; When the 
laſt Trumpet ſhall ſound, all ſhall go forth to 
meet him, whatever their State and Condition 
be. Andis it nothing to you whether ye are 
ready to meet him, or not? Surely this is the 
great Buſineſs you have to do, and that ſhould 
take up your Care and Thoughts more than a- 
ny Thing elſe. O it will be a doleful Meet- 
ing; ifyobe notrendy, ff en DT $52 
6. Conſider the great Miſery of ſuch as are 
not ready at Chriſt's Coming. They ſhall be ex- 
cluded from the Happineſs above, and the Door 
of Grace and Mercy ſhall be for ever ſhut upon 
them. So, *tis ſaid in the Parable of the Vir- 


739 


8 


ins, afterward (that is, when the Door was ſhut) Mat. 25% 
came alſo the other Virgins, ſaying, Lord, Lord, 11 42. 


open to us- But he anſwered, and ſaid, Verily 1 
ſay unto you, I know "ary not. And to the ſame 
purpoſe our Bleſſed Lord ſpeaks elſewhere, 


When once the Maſter of the Houſe is viſen up, and Luke 133 
hath ſhut to the Door, and ye begin to feud with 25,26,2 1 


out, and to knock at the Door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us; and he ſhall anſwer and ſay unto you, 
I know you not whence you are. Then 2 ye begin 
to ſay, We have eaten and drunk in thy Preſence, 


und thou haſt taught in our Streets. But he ſhall 


ſay, I tell you, I know you not whence you are De- 
part from me, all qe Workers of Iniquiry. This 
* £2 Life 
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Life is .the only Time for Preparation for 

Chriſt's ſecond Coming. When this Life is end- 

ed, your Time for Preparation-ends with it, 

This Life is the only Time for Labour and Ser- 

vice: This is your Day : When Death cometh, 

Joh. 9. 4- then the Night cometh, when no Man can work: 
If Chriſt's Coming, whether at Death or Judg- 


ment, ſurpriſe you in an unprepared State, 


you are yndane for evermore : And in your 

- Miſery and Extremity you will be forced to 

flee to him, and to cry, Lord, Lord. Oh! how 

fain would ye own him then, and be owned by 

him; Gladly would ye enter into the Marri- 

age, into the Joys of Heaven : But your Des 

fires and Fears then will be all too late; for 

when your Day of Grace and Trial is once o- 

ver, it will be utterly impoſſible to get your 
Condition altered. ls by 8 

7. Conſider the great Happineſs of being ready 

when Chriſt comes. When your Work is done, 

and your Ornaments put on; when your Loins 

are girt about, and your Lights burning: When 

ye ſtand in a ready Poſture, then may ye with 
Comfort and Pleaſure think of the Coming of 

Chriſt. Then may ye ſay with old Simeon, 

Luk. 2.29. LORD, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart iu 
2 Tim. 4+ Peace. And with Paul, when he was drawing 
© 7> 8. near to Death, 1am now ready to be offered, and 
the Time of my Departure is at hand. I have 

fought a good Fight, I bave finiſhed my Courſe, I 

haue lept the Faith. Henceforth there is laid up 

for me 4 Crown of Righteouſneſs. If Chriſt when 

he comes ſhall find you ready, this will yield 

you unſpeakable Comfort and holy Boldneſs. 

Joh. 2.28 When he ſball appear, you ſhall: have Confidence, 
nnr 
1 : 3 "i ; R e 
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he find you ready, you ſhall enter in with him Mat. 25* 
to the Marriage, to the Joys of Heaven, and be. | 
admitted to eternal and uninterrupted Com- 

- | munion with him in Glory. Let it therefore 

be your great Buſineſs to be always in a Readi- 

I neſs for Chriſt's ſecond Coming. 4 


? Secondly, 1 proceed to ſhew you, how this Work 
* | muſt be gone about. Ant 

) 1. Be ſpeedy in your Preparation, and begin 

7 | timely. The Work is great, and the Time 

mort; and*tis a moſt neceſſary Work: There- 

fore ye ſhould make it ſure, and put it out of 

Doubt and Hazard. Time and Opportunity 

r for it may be ſoon gone. You cannot begin 

too ſoon; but you may defer too long. O 

r || take heed that ye be not like the fooliſh Virgins, 

who had Oil to ſeek when it was our of Time, 

ly and came when the Door was ſhut. Tho? it 

e, may be many Years ere the Day of Chriſt's ſe- 

zs | cond Coming, yet your Time for Preparation 

n || may be almoſt ſpent. Chriſt's Coming to you 

th fat Death may be at hand; and between that 

of and his Coming to judgment there will be no 

2, Time for Preparation; For there is no Work, Eccl. 9.18“ 

iu nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the 

ug | Grave whether thou goeſt. Therefore ſet ſpeedi- 

nd ly to Work, leſt you be ſurpriſed before you 
ve are ready. O! what Fear and Perplexity, 

I | what Diſquiet and Confuſion may there be at I 
up Death, when you ſee your Day ſpent, and 

en your Work not yet begun, and: ſore Diſeaſes 
1d and Pains oppreſſing your Body and natural 
ſs. Spirits, ſo that you are in no Caſe for any 
ce, | Thing that is good? O! how ſad will it-be, 

It | when you ſee Hell open for you, and G On 

n 4 BER far 
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far from you, and your ſelves unfit for doing D 
any Thing for your precious Souls? Again, in 
Thoꝰ you Pad a Aſſurance of Time and Days, 
yet the ſooner you begin to make ready for {© 
Chriſt's Coming, ſo much the better; you will T 
have the more Experience of his Love and || th 
Grace, and the more Hope of Joy and Com- | W 
fort at his Coming. When once you begin to H 
taſte the Sweetneſs and Comfort of it, it will || th 
be Matter of Grief to you that you began no | TE 
55 „ 
2. Be ſerious and thorough in your Preparation: ple 
O take heed of being flight in it. Tis not ſo || ſue 
eaſy to be ready for Chriſt's Coming as many 
do imagine. Tis quite another Thing than fa" 
many Profeſſors of Religion take it to be. Some £15 © 
Mark 12. may be not far from the Kingdom of G O D, and If are 
34. yet never enter in: They may ſeek to enter in, ſte 
Luke 13. and yet ner be able: They may come knocking, I fr! 
24, 25,26. as it were, at Heaven's Gates, and yet pet || the 
no Entrance. Men may think they are rea- 
dy, and die with this Perſwaſion, and yet be] tho 
found unready when chriſt comes. Men may [<P 
go a great Length, and yet come ſhort of a fc 
thorough Preparation. They may have a fair and 
outward Profeſſion, and yet no inward Prin- bey 
Mat. 25.3 ciple of Grace. They may have Lamps, but 
no Oil with them. They may have ſeeming Civ 
Grace, counterfeit Grace, the Shadow and De: 
Picture of Grace, but not the Thing it ſelf. wit 
Mat. 13, Men may have ſome ſudden and tranſient Mo- 
20. tions of Affection, without a gracious Change 
| Heb. 6, of Heart: Some ſuperficial Taſtes of a Sweet- 
+ 5 neſsinReligion, but no gracious Experiences; Pn 
a Love and Liking of Religion, and yet neverſto /e 
be brought under the Power of it: Many Ec ods £ 
a ” * -— STE 
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Deſires and Wiſhes, and yet never obtain, be- 
ing {othful and lazy. Conſider, I pray you, 
what is required to a thorough Preparation,and 
ſee to it that you do not come ſhort. Thoſe 
Things are neceſſarily required, 1. See to it 
that Chriſt be indeed your Lord and Maſter. 
Whee will you find ſuch a Maſter as he is? 
He is an infinitely Great and Good Maſter, ſo 
that itis both your Honour and your Happi- 
neſs to be his Servants. His Service is the 
moſt hoꝛourable, the moſt profitable, the moſt 
pleaſant, and the moſt eaſy Service. He is 
ſuch a God Maſter that he will not be ſerved 
for novght \ and his Ways are Ways of Plea- 
ſaatneſs, aid all his Paths are Peace; his Yoke 
is eaſy, and his Burden light; his Commands 
are not gi ie tous; and he is ſuch a Good Ma- 
ſter that he is ready to pardon Failings and In- 
firmities in his honeſt Servants, and to ſpare 
them as a Man ſpareth his only Son that ſer- 
veth him; he is willing to accept of ſincere, 


tho? weak, Mints at his Service; yea, to ac- 


cept the Will for the Deed, when his Seryants 
can do no more, O he is a Good Maſter ! Come 
and try him, aid ye ſhall ſurely find him Good, 
beyond what can be expreſſed or conceived. 


But how ſhall we get Chriſt for our Maſter ? 


Give up with all other Lords and Maſters, the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh. Ve muſt 
quit-your old Maſter, elſe Chriſt will not be 
your Miſter ; for you cannot ſerve ſuch con- 
trary Maſters. Make Choice of Chriſt for your 
Maſter ; tor he will not be your's, but by your 
dwn Choice: Therefore chooſe you the LORD 
o ſerve him. Give your ſelves to him to he 
his Servants. Join your ſelves to the LO RN, 
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fignation of your ſelves to him, to be wholl) 


and for ever his; and reſign your ſelves to hi 


whole Will in all Things, being ready foran; 
Piece of Service he may call you to. Thus 
cloſe with Chriſt ; and ſee to it that youcloſe 
with him in all his Mediatory Offices At 
what Time you take him for your Lox and 
Maſter, you muſt alſo take him for yur $4- 
viour and Redeemer, being willing to be ſaved 
by him in his own Way. Lou muſt be hearti- 
1y willing and content that he ſave you from 

our Sins, as well as from Wrath; and that 
he ſave you from the Power and Ffollution of 
Sin, as well as the Guilt of it; and that he 
fave you from all your Sins, without any ſe- 
cret Reſervation. And you maſt take him 
for your only Saviour, renounciag all Ground 
of Confidence in your ſelves. 2. Make it your 
Buſineſs to be duly fitted and made. meet for Ser- 


vice to Chriſt. Seek to be ſanctiſed by his Spi- 


Tit; to have your Souls purged and waſhen 
from Filthineſs, and furniſhed and adorned 
with the Graces of the Holy Spirit, that you 


2 Tim, 2. may be V eſſels meet for the Maſttr's Uſe, and pre- 


21. 
— 


pared unto every good Work. Get a Principle o 
Grace in your Hearts, without which you are 
not fit for any Service to Chriſt, or to 'meet 
him at his Coming. If you have no Oil o 
Grace in your Hearts, when the Bridegroom 


. cometh, your Lamps will be gone out. 3. Be 


diligent, active and laborious in your Maſter's 


Work. Chriſt hath given you much Work 


to do; and he comes in the great Day to rec- 
kon with you, how you have employed your 
Elves in the Work he hath given you to do. 
| | Therefors 
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* ſtothful in Buſineſs, ſays the Apoſtle, fervent in Rom: 121 
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I Therefore rouze up your ſelves, and ply your 
0 hi Work hard. To this purpoſe the Apoſtle Pe- | 
u ter ſpeaketh 5 Seeing then that all theſe Things 2 Pet. 51 


ſhaft be diſſolved, what manner of Perſons ought ye 11, 12, 
to be in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs. Loot - 
ing for and haſting unto the Coming of the Day of 
G 0 D. And he adds, v.14. Wherefore,beloved,ſee- 


oj ing that ye look for ſuch Things, be diligent, that ye 


may be found of him in Peace without Spot, and 
blameleſs. Employ your ſelves in Chriſt's Ser- 
vice with holy. Vigour and Intention of Mind, 
and with holy Zeal and Fervour of Spirit. Not 


Spirit ; ſerving the LORD. And ſerve him 11. 
inſtantly ; i. e. with the outmoſt Extention of Act. 26.74 
your Strength. Your Service to him muſt be 
full of Life and Vigour. Your Loins muſt be 
girt about, and your Light burning. 
3. Be conſt ant aud inſtant in your Preparati- 
on. Our whole Time is given us, chiefly for 
this End, that we may make ready for Chri7's 
Coming. This is the great Buſineſs we have 
to do.. All the Time we ſpend is worſe than 
loſt, that is not employed with an Eye to 
this. chriſt may come and reckon with you 
in an Hour when he is not expected: And 
will it not be ſad, if coming ſuddenly, he find you 
ſleeping ? Death doth not always give Warn- 
ing : It comes ſometimes by Way of Surpriſe. 
Therefore it is good to. be always ready. 
What if your Maſter ſhould come and find 
ou idle? As worthy Calvin ſaid to his Friend. 
is not enough to get ready, but ye muſt 
keep ready: Ye muſt ſtand with your Loins - 
girded about, and your Light burning; that you 
Way have nothing to T but to walt that hap- 
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N py Hour, and to welcome the Lord Jeſus à 
ais Coming. Yea, none are fo ready, bu 
they may be more ready: Therefore ye nee 
to be ſtill at Work. What a'Happineſs is it 
to live ſo every Day, as if we were preſenth 
to appear before the Tribunal of chr? Not 
only your own Neceſſity, but alſo your Love 
to Chriſt, and your earneſt Deſire of his Coming 
ſhould make you to be always looking out for 
it, and ſtudying to be always in a Readineſ; 
to meet him. het | 


Thirdly, 1 ſhall conclude this Doctrine, by 
giving ſome Directions, What to do that your 
Hlearts may be quickned to Diligence in Preparati- 
| on, that you may be always in a Readineſs for 
. Chriſt's Coming. . 
1. Labour to be firmly eſtabliſbed in the Faith 
of. his Coming. Take heed that you be not of 
| that black Number, who either deny it, or 
- ®Pet.3.4. doubt of it, or ſcoff at it, ſaying, Where is the 
Promiſe of his Coming? Prophane Men would 
gladly ſhake off this Bridle and Reſtraint up- 
on their Luſts. Beware of this: And take heed 
of ſecret Cori of Atheiſm and Unbelief, 
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it may be Chriſt will never come; or, what if 
this never be? Many look on the Doctrine of 
Chriſt's ſecond Coming as a meer Forgery, to 
keep the World in Aw. But what! doth the 
Great GOD ſtand in need of a Lie to keep 
Men in good Order? Can it be imagined,that 
G O D ſhould make a World that he cannot 
govern but by Fictions and Forgeries? No, 
it cannot. Therefore believe his Coming. 
Labour to have your Faith more confirmed 
and ſtrengthned, that you may be firmly per- 
es hd eas 
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ſwaded of the Truth of it, as if you ſaw it” 
with your bodily Eyes. Chriſt hath promiſed 
it: Yea, this is the great Promiſe mide to 
the Church in all Ages. In the Word there are 
many Warnings and Advertiſements given of 
his Coming: And the Sacrameut is a Pledge of 


it; For as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink 1 Cor. 11. 
this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till he come. 25. 


Therefore improve the Sacrament for the Con- 
krmation of your Faith. In the Lord's Supper 
the Bread and Wine were given you as a 
Pledge of his Coming, to confirm and ſtrength- 
en your Faith, and to revive and raiſe up your 
Hopes of his Coming, that you may look and 
long for him. Surely, if Men had ſuch a firm 
Belief of this as they have of other Things, it 
would awaken and rouze their ſecure and drou- 
ſy Hearts. | | 
2. Labour to have your Hearts taken off a pre- 
ſent World, and ſet on the Bleſſedneſs to come. 
This Direction our Bleſſed Saviour gives in my 


Context : Provide your ſelves Bags, ſays he, which Luke 12. 
wax not old, a Treaſure in the Heavens that fail- 3334: 3% 


erh not, where no Thief approacheth, neither Moth 3© 
corrupteth : For where your Treaſure is, there will 
your Heart be alſo. Then it follows, Let your 
Loins be girded about, and your Light burning; 
and ye your ſelves like unto Men that wait for their 
Lord, &c, If your Heart be ſet on the Things 
of a preſent World ; If your Heart be not in 
Heaven, as having your Tieaſure there, you 
cannot be ſeriouſly concerned to have your 
Loins girt about, and your Light burning ; 
nor will ye watch or wait for Chriſt's Coming. 
Therefore ſit looſe from this World, and all 
your Poſſeſſions and Enjoyments in it, and ſet 
. 1 2 | your 
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3 Preparation for SER M. V. 
your Hearts on the Joys and Glories of the o- 
ther World. Set your Affection on Things above, 
ſays the Apoſtle, not on Things on the Earth, - = 
And when Chriſt who is our Life ſhall appear, then 
ſhall ye alſo appear with him in Glory. And ſays 


Mat. 6, our Bleſſed Lord, Lay not up for your ſelves 


85 19, 20,21. Treaſures upon Earth; but lay up for your ſelves 


Treaſures in Heaven, - For where your Trea- 
ſure is, there will your Heart be alſo. When 


your Affections are ſet on preſent Things, 


you have then little Thought of Chriſt's Com- 
ing, or of your going out to meet him; and 
then no wonder that you neglect to make rea- 
dy. Therefore look on all Things here below 
with an holy Contempt, as not worthy to be 
compared with the Happineſs above; and fer 
your Heart on that Happineſs as your chief 
Treaſure: For according to your Choice of 
your Treaſure, will be the Temper of your 
Mind, and the Tenor of your Walk. Your 
Deſires and Purſuits, your Cares and Fears, 
your Joys and Delights, will all be anſwerable 


to your Choice. 


3. Make the Thoughts of Chriſt's Coming fami- 
iar to yeu. Be often thinking of it. And in 


your Thoughts and Meditations repreſent it 


to your ſelves as if it were already preſent. 
Imagine with your ſelves, as if you heard the 
laſt Trumpet, and ſaw Chriſt coming in Power 


and great Glory, riding on the Clouds of Hea- 


ven, environed with flaming Fire, attei:ded 
with a glorious Retinue of Angels and 
Saints, and all Nations gathered before him, 
and your ſelves ſiſted before him among the 


reſt. Such deep and l houghts and 
Imaginations, as they will in a great Męaſure 
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of Imagination is ſuch, that it makes Things 
at a Diſtance work upon us, as if they were 
preſent. | ; 

4. Get thigh Thoughts of Chriſt. He is ins 
deed infinitely Great and Glorious, and will ap- 
pear ſoon that Day in the View of all the 
World. Now, how high ſoever your Notions: 
be about his Coming, yet fo long as you en- 
tertain leſſening Thoughts of him, you can- 
not make ready for him. But when you have 
bigh and honourable Thoughts of Chriſt, this 
wa make you prepare and make ready accord- 
ingly. | | | 
Look on his Caming as near. This will 
haſten your Preparation. Behold 1 come quickly, 


ſays he, and my Reward is with me. His Com- Rev. 22] 
ng cannot be far off. Time will ſoon be o- 12. 


ver. It flies as upon Eagles Wings, and ha- 
ſtens to an End. Chrift haſtens his Coming, 
in regard of the quick Diſpatch of theſe 
Things that are to preceed it. Chrift is mak- 


ing Haſte, making all Things ready for his 


Coming. All is going faſt forward. The 
Days wherein the Apoſtles lived were the laſt 


Times; upon them the Ends of the World had fal- 


len: And now Chriſt's Coming is more than 
1600 Years nearer than it was then. There- 
fore the Judge is juſt at the Door ; and be that 
ſhall come, will come, and will not tarry. 


on Chrift as if he had already begun his Jour- 
ney, and were now upon his Way, that ſo 
you may ſtand ready to meet and welcome _ 


Look 


SAM. V. Chriſt's ſecond Coming. + To 245: 
allay the Dread and Terror of his Coming, fo 
they will quicken you to Seriouſneſs and Dili-* - 
gence in Preparation. They will keep your 
Soul awake, lively and diligent. The Force 
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II Of Preparation for, &c. SERM. VI 
8. Stir up your ſelves, Shake off Sloth and 
Lazineſs, Security, Degdneſs and Dreuſineſs 

of Soul. Your Conſcience is too ſleepy, your 

Will too ' remiſs, your Affections too cold 

and dead: Therefore you need to rouſe and 

awaken your Souls more and more. Call to 

your own Hearts as the Ship maſter did to! 

Jonah, What meaneſt thou? O Sleeper! Chide 

your ſelves for your Dulneſs, Deadneſs and 
Lazineſs. Uſe a kind of holy Violence with 

your own Hearts. Set the Spurs to your 

Sides, and preſs your ſelves on to more Se- 
riouſneſs and Livelineſs, and do not ſuffer 

your ſelves to jog on in ſuch an eaſy and lazy 

Way of Religion as heretofore you have done. 

7. Depend on G O D through Chriſt for quick- 

ning, upſtirring, and ſtrengthning Influences of 

Grace. Chriſt died to . — quickning and 
ſtrengthning Grace for his People. He roſe 

again from the dead, that his People might 

riſe and walk in Newneſs of I. ife. He aſcend- 

ed to Heaven that he might pour out the 
quickning and ſtrengthning Spirit. Al Ful- 
Col. 1. 19. neſs of Grace is treaſured up in him; and 
; it is of his Fulneſs that all Believers in him do 
Joh. 1. 16. receive. Therefore depend on him believingly 
| for much of that Grace which he hath purchaſ- 
ed, and is laid up in him for your Uſe. Remem- 

Joh. 15.5. ber that without him you can do nothing. All your 
Endeavours to get ready for his Coming will 

come to nothing, without the Breathings and 
Influences of his Spirit and Grace. Therefore, 

Cant. 4. ery with the Spouſe, Awake, O North-wind, and 
come thou South, blow upon my Garden, that the Spi- 

| tes thereof may fim ss. 
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